
 

 

I’m sitting in a new breakfast spot, 
waiting to meet a family that has recently 
visited El Camino; a couple of tables away 
there is a young mom and her three-year-
old son having breakfast. In between 
bites of fruit, they are counting, drawing, 
saying the names of the fruit they are 
eating, playing swords with the forks, 
talking about soccer practice and what 
he is going to wear for Halloween…it 
brings back a lot of memories…good 
memories.  
 

In 2 Timothy, Paul is encouraging Timothy 
to be a good example and to be strong in 
the middle of a culture that does not 
know God – “But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know those 
from whom you learned it, and how from 
infancy you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14-15) - How long has 
Timothy been instructed from the 
Scriptures? … from infancy! As Christians, 
we have the incredible opportunity and 
responsibility to help the generations 
learn the things of God…to find “salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ.” It is through 
Scripture that we learn right and wrong,  

truth and lies, repentance and 
forgiveness. How long have you known 
about the things of God?  
 
El Camino is right in the middle of a 
process of discovering how we are going 
to reach the next generation (Church 
Unique process). There are thousands of 
families all around El Camino who are 
struggling to figure out what life is 
supposed to look like. Ninety percent of 
the families around El Camino have 
never been to an evangelical church and 
have no idea what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ - they are 
struggling with life issues, work issues, 
family issues, relationship issues, and 
they don’t seem to be finding the 
answers that they desperately need. 
Thank you for being a part of El Camino 
during this critical time of discovering 
how we are going to help the next 
generation find the truths that will set 
them free and prepare them to make the 
kinds of decisions that will shape their 
lives, change their worlds, and alter their 
eternal destiny?    
 
One Family…One Person at a Time, 
Pastor Bruce 

...from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures... 
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How Unkind the Mirror! 
 

As we get older, most of us do not count the mirror among our friends. Where did 
that wrinkle come from? How long has it been there? Do I really look that bad!? 
Most things that are “long in the tooth” do not look as good as they did in their 
prime—your house, your car, your body—let’s not go there, but you get the picture. 
Aging happens gradually without our notice until one day we actually study what 
is in the mirror before us; then we are horrified and want to do as the Bible 
suggests, “. . . go away and forget what manner of man we are.” 
 

So it is with our church. This past month we began the vision work with Auxano, 
the company guiding the vision team through the Church Unique vision process. 
They asked us to, in essence, sit down in front of a giant mirror of El Camino and 
tell them what we saw in a number of areas. Is busyness eliminating time for 
reflection? Do we just add more programs without thinking, then feel that we are 
doing God’s work? Does the addition of programs lull us into believing that we do 
not need to think? Does doing something with great professionalism keep us 
from asking whether it should be done in the first place? 
 

Early in my marriage, Jerlynne and I were still staking out our “principles of 
operation” and making the “necessary adjustments” to married life.  When 
Jerlynne got up she was like the white tornado of cleaning machines. She was up 
early, going fast, covering a lot of ground, and she got more done by noon than 
most people could do in a twelve-hour day. I, on the other hand, am a night 
person and for the first hour after I got up when she spoke to me, I could hear 
some sort of noise in my ears but I couldn’t figure out what it was or where it was 
coming from . . . .   In a moment of poor judgment, I might sometimes have 
suggested that she needed to slow down and be a bit more thorough, whereupon 
she might have reflected that perhaps I could get a little more done with the time 
I had. As many of you know, in time marriage has a way of polishing off the rough 
edges, and after she polished on me for a while she concluded, “I have taught 
Paul that not everything has to be done to perfection, and he has taught me that 
some things do.” 
 

As we look in the mirror of El Camino and evaluate how we have aged, we might 
apply Jerlynne’s comment, “Not everything has to be done to perfection, but some 
things do.” The vision process begins with this evaluation. What things are we 
doing and are the results what they need to be? Are they the results that God is 
expecting for his church? Do we need to be doing things to a greater degree of 
perfection or perhaps not doing them at all?   
 

The recent decision to move to two services reflects the first of these evaluations. 
We are not reaching our younger people adequately and are neglecting some 
needs of our older congregation. Mirror, mirror on the wall how will God judge us 
all? 
 
Paul Davis, Chairman of the Elder Board 
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Volunteers Needed! 



 

 

 
Preschool 

The preschoolers are absolutely adorable and are enjoying learning about Jesus in their 
classes!  

 
Awana 

October was a fun month with the Awana kids! 
We had Goofy Glasses Night and will have 

Bring Your Parent Night. During Bring Your 
Parent Night, we will have the opportunity to 
interact with our Awana families and share 

with them what their kids are learning. We also 
will have the opportunity to show appreciation 
to our Pastors and at the end of the night, the 
families will have the chance to mingle with 

each other and with the Pastors. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Young People’s Choir 
The kids have been doing well 
learning the songs and motions 
for the musical and on October 
20th, we had auditions for the 
solos and speaking parts. 
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Good News Club 

In the last few weeks, we handed out Bibles and 
T-shirts to the kids and we pray that those 
Bibles are read often and shown to their 
families and friends. Throughout this year, we 
set aside three dates where a missionary will 
come and talk to the kids about being a 
missionary or a missionary’s story will be told so 
the kids get an understanding of how Christ is 
working around the world. Please be praying as 
the missionaries come and talk with the kids 
that the kids’ hearts would be open and they 
would understand the bigger picture of telling 
the Gospel. 

 
 
 

Trunk or Treat happens this week!! We hope to 
have lot of people come have great experience 
handing out candy to the kids, interacting with 
the families and handing out Gospel Tracts. 
Pictures will be coming in the December Torch!  
A HUGE thank you to those who are signed up 
to come, it’s not too late!! 
 

 

If you have any questions about these 
ministries please contact 

kduran@elcaminochurch.org. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

10/27 Awana 
10/30  Good News Clubs 
10/31  Trunk or Treat at Bloom 
11/1 Wildside Preteen Youth Group 
11/3  Awana 
11/6 Good News Clubs 

11/10 Awana 
11/13  Good News Clubs 
11/15  Wildside Preteen Youth Group 
11/17 Awana 
11/20  Good News Clubs 
11/24  NO Awana 



 

  

El Camino Youth Ministries 
 

Hey Everyone!! 
 
This month is Thanksgiving and boy do we have a lot to be thankful for! As a church we 
seem to be growing and moving forward together. We’re getting excited about starting 
two church services.  Young Peoples Choir is getting along quite well and all the kids are 
starting to sound pretty great. As Americans, we can be thankful that we live in a 
country where we can live out our faith in Christ without persecution or fear of being 
jailed.  We can freely worship and share Christ’s love with our neighbors and friends. As 
individuals, we can be thankful for our families and friends, the homes God has given us 
to live in, and the food he has provided for us to eat. There’s a lot to be excited about 
and a lot to be thankful for! 
 
While we do have many exciting and positive things in our lives to be thankful for, God 
also calls us to be thankful to Him in the hard times as well as times of plenty. We are 
called to praise Him in our storms as well! You know it’s interesting looking into the 
history of Thanksgiving and the circumstances that surrounded its official 
establishment as a holiday. While Thanksgiving had been irregularly celebrated since 
the colonization and founding of America, it wasn’t until October 3, 1863 that it was 
proclaimed a national holiday by President Lincoln. Abraham Lincoln stopped to 
declare Thanksgiving a national holiday right in the midst of the American Civil War, 
just three months after the Battle of Gettysburg, the bloodiest battle of the Civil War 
claiming the lives of 51,000 American soldiers. In the middle of this turbulent time 
Americans all across the country took a moment to thank God and praise Him in this 
time of war and devastation. So whether you are going through a season of great 
plenty, or you are dealing with incredible hardship, let’s take some time this month to 
thank God for everything he has done for us, for His Son, Jesus, and the sacrifice that He 
made on our behalf, for the breath He has put in our lungs with which we can praise His 
name!  
 
Some additional things we can be praising God for this month is our ministry to our El 
Camino Students! In our Middle School Youth Group, we’ll be talking about Obedience, 
both to God and the various authorities in our life.  While in the High School Youth 
Group we’re talking about the Glory of God! In addition to that we’re going to be 
celebrating a special ‘Friendsgiving’ with our High School students on November 24th 
and a special Middle School Pie Night on the 22nd. High School Sunday School is 
continuing to meet on Sunday mornings to talk about the reason for their faith, and our 
middle school students will busy with Young Peoples Choir! 
 
Thanks again for all your support and prayers!  
 
In Christ, 
Danny Klingenberg 
Director of Student Ministry 
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Widowed Ladies! 
 

If you are a widow and would like to join our group for lots of fun and  
fellowship - please come! 

 

Upcoming Events 
(please come for lots of fun and fellowship) 

 
November 20th          Christmas Craft 
12:30pm-2:30pm          Robin Cumberledge 
C Building           will be with us to 
teach 
RSVP by 11/19          us a Christmas craft. 
            Bring a sack lunch. 
            Dessert will be served. 
 
Sun, Nov. 24th         DCHS Performance 
2:00pm          “White Christmas” 
PCC West          (Transportation will be 
2202 W. Anklam Rd.      available) 
RSVP by 11/23 
 
There will be transportation for all who have 

signed up.  Meet on the West side of El 
Camino at 12:45pm.  Please be on time  
with your tickets.  Call Barb if you are ill,  

will be late, or have any questions! 
 

 

Weds, Dec. 4th          Special Day Trip 
In Apache Junction      Barleen’s Country Opry 
            ‘A Christmas  
                                            Spectacular’ 
 

We will travel with Christ Community’s Wid-
ow’s Group in their bus.  Cost is $43 to be taken 
at the November 20th meeting (check or exact 

amount). 
 

 

RSVP for all events to  
Barbara Lunsford - 520.909.2887 
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Thursday Mornings 
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Monday Evenings 
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Additional Studies  
& Small Groups 
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Email kwright@elcaminochurch.org if you need to set up an  
account to view all of the online Bible Studies in Right Now Media. 
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YouVersion Bible App instructions 

 
Did you know that you can access an online ‘bulletin’ in  

your YouVersion app on your smart phone?   
Here are some instructions using an iPhone, an android 

phone may have some slight differences.: 

1. If you don’t already have the 
app downloaded, you can find it 

in your app store. 

2. Once you open the app, you will 
see something similar to this.  Go 
to the three lines at the bottom 

right corner that says ‘more.’ 

3. You should then 
see  a screen like 

the one to the left.  
If you don’t, you 

may need to 
’enable’ your  

location services on 
your phone for the 
YouVersion Bible 
app.  Then select 
‘Events’ and you 
will see a list of 

nearby churches. 
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5. Now you can see our online ‘bulletin’ 
and are able to access a link to live 

stream the service if you are not able 
to attend in person.  You will also see 
the Scripture for that sermon, as well 

as a link to give to El Camino. 

4. Once you see this screen, 
you can select El Camino 

from the list. 
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Please call the  
church office  
(520.886.7 7 70) 

for more information  
about the  

Blessings Ministry. 



 

  

 
 
         
 
 
 
 

Nate Schafer to speak at El Camino Missionary Fellowship 
Monday, November 4th, 2019 at 10:30 am in D Building 

 

Meet Nate Schafer, a member of El Camino Baptist Church.  Nate takes a month long 
Short Term Mission trip doing computer support in support of Wycliffe each year. This 
year, he made his trip during June and July, 2019.  This computer support work helps 
Bible translators and the entire Wycliffe organization.  
 

Join us Monday, November 4th, at 10:30 AM.  Share in the Potluck and “Meet and Greet” to 
be held at 11:30 am after Nate’s Presentation.  It would be helpful to bring a food dish to 
share.  Come and Find out more about Supporting Short Term Missions Trips! 
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What's Happening 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch is a publication for the 
 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

(520) 886-7770 
 

Email: kwright@elcaminochurch.org or call the 
church office.  Torch articles are due no later than 

the third Monday of the month for the  
next month’s publication.  

  
El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


