
 

 

Not the big hair 1980’s, but the 80-
degree temperatures in Tucson! Not 
that there’s anything wrong with the 
1980’s, I think I remember them…in 
fact, I’m getting ready to go to my 41st 
high school reunion and I’m thinking 
about trying to have big hair…on 
second thought, I don’t think that is 
going to work. I graduated with a very 
small class…I think my class rank was 
15th, which sounds good until you learn 
there were only 15 people in my class - 
you had to be the valedictorian to be in 
the top 10%! Don’t get me wrong, I 
loved my high school years. I had great 
teachers, great friends, and a great 
church. It was kind of like going to 
church camp everyday…only with daily 
homework and tests! Every now and 
then I wish I could go back - at least for 
the fun parts…the hair…the clothes…the 
sports…but the nostalgia only lasts for 
a few minutes, because I also realize 
that I would have to go back to all of 
the things that I don’t miss about 
those years, and I don’t think I want to 
go into that at this particular moment. 
There is one other thing about going 
back…I would miss all of the wonderful 
things that have filled my life over the  

past 41 years, and all of the things that 
are yet to come! 
 
In Isaiah 42:9 God says, “See, the 
former things have taken place, and 
new things I declare; before they 
spring into being, I announce them to 
you.” El Camino has had a wonderful 
mission and ministry story over the 
past 46 years…and now God is 
preparing us for new things! We will 
continue to celebrate and honor what 
God has done, while looking with 
great excitement and anticipation 
toward what God is yet to do! We serve 
a great God and Savior whose love 
and compassion continues to reach 
out to people who are struggling 
through this life with no answers for 
today or hope for tomorrow. God is on 
the move here at El Camino and in our 
community – you have picked a great 
time to be a part of El Camino! Thank 
you for your faithfulness and service!!  
     
Opening the windows for a fresh,  
cool breeze! 
 
Pastor Bruce 

Living In The 80’s 
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El Camino Into The Future   

When we stand on the mountaintop and look over the landscape that the Lord has 
placed in front of El Camino, we are tempted to feel like the children of Israel as 
they surveyed the promised land. The Elder Board believes that the Lord has given 
us opportunities, but how do we seize them? There are giants out there; secularism 
and anti-Christian sentiment are growing by the day. Schools are teaching that 
Christians should be quarantined because they are toxic to society. Given all that, 
reaching out into the world is scary and could get us into trouble, but if God is 
leading, what is too great a challenge for us? 
 

Perhaps we can borrow some words from Deuteronomy 30 given to the Israelites 
when they were facing the challenges of the promised land.  
 

11Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or 
beyond your reach. 12It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who 
will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 
13Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea, 
and get it and proclaim it to us so that we may obey it?” 14No, the word is 
very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 
15See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 
16For I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in his ways, 
and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and 
increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are entering 
to possess.   
 

What we are being called to do is in our mouths and in our hearts if we know 
Christ and have HIS word, HIS love, and HIS joy within us. We are being called 
to reach out and “do” HIS love to our neighbors, but we must love and follow 
Him. In addition, we must rub shoulders with our community and get involved 
with them enough to have the opportunity to reach them. 
 

Part of the duties of our Vision Team will be to explore possibilities for outreach 
and match El Camino’s strengths to the needs of our community. The Vision 
Team consists of: Pastor Hoss Hughes, Debbie Johnson, Kristin Wright, Phil 
Roberts (tentative), Danny Klingenberg, Pastor Bruce Ford, and Paul Davis, II. 
We will be striving to find God’s will in our community. 
 

Soon we will begin to put together the 
two services, the Traditional and the 
Contemporary. We plan demo 
services on November 17th. As the 
services mature, we will look forward 
to your suggestions for improvement.  
 

The Board would like to thank you for 
joining us as we move out with joy, 
enthusiasm, and faith into the future 
that God has prepared for El Camino. 

Paul Davis 
Chairman of the Elder Board 
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Volunteers Needed! 



 

 

All the Fall ministries have started and we are 
excited to see what God does this year!! We’ve 
already had several weeks of Awana under our 
belts and it’s been exciting! We recently had a 
couple ’Bring A Friend’ nights and an “Aloha” 
night! We also had the privilege of having Kim 
Johnson come and talk to the kids about her 
family’s experience living in Brazil as 
missionaries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

We’ve had our first couple weeks of 
Wildside and we are having a blast!! 
We’ve had a great time getting to 
know the kids who are coming! We are 
also utilizing an adjoining room to the 
Wildside room as a lesson area! 
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Young People’s Choir started on September 8th with 
the kids watching a performance of the musical 
they will be learning. This helps give them an idea 
of what it will look like. We will be working hard 
over the next couple of months to learn it. They will 
be performing the musical on December 8th during 
the 9:00 a.m. service.  

 
 

 
Good News Club started on September 18th and it was 
amazing to see how many kids came the first week!! 
We had a couple room changes this year, but the kids 
adapted well and it wasn’t too chaotic. Stay Tuned! 
More pictures will be coming in the November Torch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be having a Trunk or Treat event at 
Bloom Elementary on October 31st.   We need  
40 trunks!  Please let us know ASAP if you would 
like to be a part of fellowshipping with Good 
News Club families by hosting a trunk and 
handing out candy!!  

 
 

 
 
 

If you have any questions about these 
ministries please contact 

kduran@elcaminochurch.org. 

Upcoming Events 

10/2 Good News Clubs 
10/4  Wildside Preteen Youth Group 
10/6 NO Awana 
10/9 NO Good News Clubs 
10/13  Awana 
10/16 Good News Clubs 

10/18 Wildside Preteen Youth Group 
10/20 Awana 
10/23  Good News Clubs 
10/27 Awana 
10/30 Good News Clubs 
10/31  Trunk or Treat at Bloom Elem. 



 

  

El Camino Youth Ministries 
 

Trick or Treat everyone! 
The air is getting cooler, pumpkin spice flavored drinks and pastries are being sold, and 
Halloween is right around the corner.  It’s so fun to see all the kids dressing up as their 
favorite super heroes and movie characters for Halloween. They move from house to 
house collecting candy with the magic words, “trick or treat” and by the end of the night 
they have made off with a whole bagful of candy! Thinking about Halloween and all the 
costume parties got me thinking about how much we enjoy having an excuse to dress 
up. There’s something really fun about putting on a costume and enjoying sweet treats 
together, something enticing about putting on a mask and pretending to be someone 
else for the night. Our kids like to pretend to be amazing super heroes who can fly or 
have super strength, they pretend to be professional athletes who are incredibly 
talented and skilled, some even dress up as people from history, who have made 
incredible discoveries or been amazing leaders. We long to transcend and rise above 
the mundane, we want to be incredible and fantastic, not normal.  
 
I see this in everyday life too, we want to hide all of our inadequacies and our 
shortcomings, and prominently display our strengths. In a way we craft a mask that we 
put on when we go out in public. We come off as put together and good, even if things 
in our lives are spinning out of control. During September, the High School Youth group 
has been learning about the enneagram personality types. We took a personality test 
to find out what personality profile we best fit into and we discussed what some of the 
strengths and weaknesses of each personality type are. I’ve got to be honest, it was 
pretty hard taking off our masks and taking a look at some of our struggles, but it was 
equally encouraging to know that as brothers and sisters in Christ we are here to 
encourage and support one another through those weaknesses. As we learned about 
each personality type, we learned how we as Christians can better encourage each 
other to grow in our relationship with Christ. Not only that, but we learned that God 
made us who we are for a reason, and that He loves us no matter what, shortcomings 
and all! So this holiday season as we dress up for Halloween let’s remember to take 
some time to be real and honest with our friends, encouraging each other, pointing to 
the boundless and endless love of Christ. 
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We’ve got some pretty exciting things happening in youth ministries this month! On 
Friday the 4th of October and Sunday the 6th of October we’re going to be having family 
cook out nights for our Middle School and High School families respectively. As a youth 
staff, we want to get to know the families of the students who are a part of our Youth 
Ministry, so we are inviting youth families to come join us for burgers, games, and a 
great night of fellowship. In addition to that, our middle school youth group will be 
meeting on Friday nights to learn about God’s Word and its impact on our lives, and on 
Sunday nights the High School Youth Group will be learning about the Trinity, what it is 
and why it matters. As always thank you for all of your prayers and support as we 
continue to do ministry with students here at El Camino. 
 
In Christ, 
Danny Klingenberg, 
Director of Youth Ministry 
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Please keep Danny in your 
prayers.  His ankle is broken 

and as of this printing,  
surgery was expected soon.  

All youth activities will  
continue as planned! 



 

  

 
 
         
 
 
 
 

DVDs  
 

Run the Race   
 

(Universal Pictures/Tebow) 
 
From Executive Producers Tim Tebow and Robby Tebow, Run 
the Race is the story of two brothers who are willing to 
sacrifice today for a better tomorrow.  Zach and David are 
feeling desperate after experiencing their mother's death and 
their father's abandonment. All-State football player Zach 
works to earn a college scholarship---and thus the brothers’ 
ticket to a better life. But when Zach is sidelined by a 
devastating injury, David laces up his track cleats to try and 
salvage their future and point Zach toward hope.       
Rated PG. Approx. 103 minutes. 
 

 
 
 
 
DVD’s & BOOKS                                   

 
Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven  

by Dr. David Jeremiah 
 
In his new book and teaching series, David Jeremiah provides 
answers to questions about the nature of heaven, the kinds of 
bodies heaven’s occupants will have, why heaven will never be 
boring, why infants and small children will go to heaven, and the 
dwelling place God is preparing for Christians in heaven.  He 
shows how what we believe about heaven affects every part of 
our faith and Christian life today.  Set of 11 DVDs, Study Guide, 
Book (filed separately in section 236.24) 
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DVD’s & BOOKS (con’t)                                  
 

Unplanned: What She Saw Changed Everything          
 
This movie provides an eye-opening look inside the abortion industry 
through one woman's inspiring true story of transformation.  All Abby 
Johnson ever wanted to do was help women. She believed in a woman's 
right to choose, and as one of the youngest Planned Parenthood clinic 
directors in the nation, she was involved in thousands of abortions. Then 
she saw something that changed everything, leading her to join her 
former enemies at 40 Days for Life, and become one of the strongest  
pro-life advocates in America. 
 

After reading Abby Johnson's best-selling book (see book information below), the film’s 
producers were moved to bring this inspiring true story to the big screen, giving voice to a 
woman who has been on both sides of the abortion debate.  Unplanned is probably the 
most important movie you'll ever see on the most controversial issue of our time. 
Rated R for disturbing images.    Approx. 106 minutes. 
 
 
Unplanned: The dramatic true story of a former Planned Parenthood 
leader’s eye-opening journey across the life line   
by Abby Johnson, with Cindy Lambert 
 
From the Back Cover: 
“What I have told people for years,  
what I’ve believed and taught and defended, is a lie. 
What if I’d known the truth, 
and what if I’d told all those women?” 
 
“Abby Johnson quit her job in October 2009. That simple act became a national news 
story. Abby was director of a Planned Parenthood clinic in Texas, but not long after 
assisting in an actual abortion procedure for the first time, she crossed the line to join the 
Coalition for Life. What happened in that clinic to cause this Planned Parenthood leader 
and Employee of the Year to take such drastic action? And how did Planned Parenthood 
react to her abrupt departure? 
 
Abby reveals her full story in Unplanned: a heart-stopping personal drama of life-and-
death encounters, a courtroom battle, and spiritual transformation. Now in an updated 
edition, Abby’s unique vantage point from both sides of the abortion clinic property line 
shines light and compassion into the personal and political controversy that surrounds 
this issue. For anyone who cares about the life-versus-rights debate and helping women 
who face crisis pregnancies, Unplanned is a must-read.”  
 

***** 
This updated edition has a new chapter covering the latest events in Abby’s journey, in 
the news, and in changing legislation...and reveals the impact Abby’s story has had in the 
most surprising places. 
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Widowed Ladies! 
 

If you are a widow and would like to join 
our group for lots of fun and fellowship - 

please come! 
 
 

Fresh Starts has welcomed three new 
members in September!  Thank you for 
coming, we are so glad you are with us! 

Upcoming Events 
(please come for lots of fun and fellowship) 

 
November 20th   Christmas Craft 
12:30pm-2:30pm  Robin Cumberledge 
C Building   will be with us to teach 
    us a Christmas craft. 
    Dessert will be served. 
 
Sunday, Nov. 24th DCHS Performance 
2:00pm   “White Christmas” 
PCC West   (Transportation will be 
     available) 

 
 

RSVP to Barbara Lunsford no later  
than October 15th.  520.909.2887 
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The ‘Calico & Cider’ Ladies Night Out was a smashing 
success!  We had 48 women in attendance, and many 
who joined us were first time attenders.  Juliette Gaddis’ 
testimony of her faithful Christian mother praying 
Juliette and all of her siblings to Jesus, and her own 
personal testimony of coming to faith in Jesus Christ, 
was so moving.  She shared about the struggles of 
moving to America from Egypt due to persecution.  She 
had to leave her husband behind in Egypt, and has 
spent years seeing her husband very sporadically.  
However, he will be here very soon for good!  She asked 
for prayer that he will be able to find employment once 
her arrives.  Please join all of us in that prayer request.  
Her daughter, Hala Wardy shared the generosity of 

those at ECBC who helped them so much in so many practical ways.  It was an 
encouragement to hear about the giving spirit and generosity of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 
 

Please join us for fellowship next month at Kneader’s 
(just South of Broadway on Wilmot).  We meet at 
6:30PM.  Hope to see you there.  Stay tuned for a fun 
event in November!!!!!! 
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Thursday Mornings 
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Monday Evenings 
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Additional  
Studies 



 

  

 
 
         
 
 
 
 

Bruce and Janet Swanson to speak at El Camino 
Missionary Fellowship on SEPTEMBER 30th, 2019 

 
Bruce and Janet Swanson have served as short-term mission leaders for El 
Camino to Vietnam for the last thirteen years.  In that time, they led teams to 
Malaysia and Vietnam where they preached in church services, taught courses, 
shared the Gospel in evangelical events and guided team members to share their 
testimonies to Vietnamese contract workers and pastors.   
 
In the last two years, Bruce and Janet have transitioned to full time trainers with 
SIM to Vietnamese Pastors, church planters and their wives, helping them build a 
firm foundation of theology and Bible-based practice in their home, church and 
community.  This ministry is expanding as the Vietnamese government becomes 
more open to Christian teaching and ministry in their country.   
 
El Camino Missionary Fellowship (ECMF) will be meeting OUT OF SEQUENCE on 
September 30, 2019.  The Swanson’s will be travelling to Vietnam just a couple 
days after the 30th, so we wanted to accommodate them and let them share 
before they go.  ECMF will begin at 10:30am with program and prayer for the 
Ministry of Bruce and Janet Swanson.  Then, at 11:30am, we will have a potluck 
meal - Bring food and prepare to enjoy the Swansons’ time of sharing. 
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   There has been one winner of the Missionary 
BINGO!  However, don’t lose heart there is another 
way for you to win. In these pages are all the 
missionaries.  Fill out a new game sheet with that 
information and keep track in the coming weeks 
as more missionaries will be shown in the pre-
service announcements leading to filling in all the 
squares on the game sheet. The first person to 
present their properly, fully filled out game sheet 
will win the Grand Prize.  Get to know our 
missionaries in this fun way! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To our El Camino Church family: 
 

Thank you for sustaining us with your prayers and words of  
encouragement over the past months during Ron’s illness and  
passing.  We have been blessed by your loving support. 
 

- The Ron Coleman Family 

Answers For Life is looking for someone 
who can be a substitute to preform  

ultrasounds on Mondays from 5-7pm. 
 

If you have this skill and are available, 
please call (520) 308-8990 
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Please call the  
church office  
(520.886.7 7 70) 

for more information  
about the  

Blessings Ministry. 



 

  

What's Happening 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch is a publication for the 
 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

(520) 886-7770 
 

Email: kwright@elcaminochurch.org or call the 
church office.  Torch articles are due no later than 

the third Monday of the month for the  
next month’s publication.  

  
El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


