
 

 

I have mentioned to you before that one 
of my all-time favorite TV shows was The 
Biggest Loser. Well…it’s coming back in 
2020! One of the original hosts, Bob 
Harper, will be returning for the reboot. In 
2017, Harper experienced cardiac arrest 
while in the middle of a CrossFit work out 
and was “dead on the floor for several 
minutes.” It has been a long, slow recovery 
for him - Harper said that after his heart 
attack, he couldn’t even walk a city block 
without feeling winded. By his own 
description, everything has changed for 
Bob Harper. “Change is hard in any way 
or capacity. I was so used to doing 
everything a certain way before my heart 
attack, and when I had to rethink 
everything, all the rules changed and my 
old routines had to be thrown out. I have 
always been a control freak – I like to say 
control enthusiast – and when I suffered 
my heart attack, I realized I needed to 
relinquish control and be vulnerable and 
open and honest with myself. It’s been 
something that has been a process…I’m 
going to do everything in my power to 
take advantage of this second 
chance.” (Men’s Health, online Aug. 7, 
2019) 
 

Crisis has a way of getting our attention. 
Generally speaking, we don’t voluntarily 
make important changes without first 
experiencing some significant pain! We  

are the way we are because we like it, 
and we don’t see the need to make any 
changes until the pain is greater than 
our desire for comfort, control, and 
familiarity. Cardiac arrest will change the 
way you look at food, exercise, priorities, 
family, values, purpose…when you are 
given a second chance, it changes 
everything! 
 

Isaiah 43:19 God says, “See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.” Time keeps moving, kings 
come and go, nations come and go, but 
God keeps moving forward with His 
agenda! God is always doing a new 
thing; He is providing a new way through 
the wilderness of your life and He will 
sustain you in the middle of it. Even when 
you have lost hope and don’t see how 
you are going to get through the crisis 
that you are facing, God is doing a new 
thing – trust Him, obey Him, keep moving 
forward with God. Jesus walked through 
it, the Apostles walked through it, the 
disciples walked through it…and so will 
we! This is a new day and God is doing a 
new thing at El Camino!   
 

Glad to be a part of a new day! 
Pastor Bruce 

Getting A Second Chance 
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What We Don’t Know Can Destroy Us 
  
By the time you read this the die may have been cast and the deed done. Planned 
Parenthood may have successfully guided Comprehensive Sex Education courses 
into Tucson Public Schools—an agenda that begins sex education starting at birth 
and going through high school. The date keeps slipping for when the TUSD School 
Board will meet to decide the fate of our kids, and this in concert with other school 
districts around the country, will literally change the nature of our society and 
others around the globe. This agenda will undermine the rights of parents to teach 
their kids sex education; it will ratify any and all forms of perversion as “normal” and 
that children should be taught to do whatever they want to do sexually at 
whatever age they want to do it. The curriculum also teaches that if someone has 
AIDS, he or she has the right not to tell a partner of their infection. This and many 
other perverse practices will be taught to our kids without the parents’ knowledge 
in many cases. 
 
This is the interesting part: both the Supreme Court and the U.S. Congress have 
stated these materials are not suitable to be shown in the classroom; however, 
Planned Parenthood is making it happen anyway. Several members of the school 
board have been endorsed by Planned Parenthood, so you may guess which way 
they are leaning with their vote. It is not surprising that the LGBTQ community has 
had a strong presence at the school board meetings and is very much in favor of 
this curriculum because it teaches children to explore gender options at a very early 
age.  
 
Perhaps one of the most surprising points is the age at which sex education is 
supposed to start. Birth to four years old seems the appropriate time to start 
according to Planned Parenthood.  
 
“Comprehensive Sex Education is designed to change the sexual norms of society, 
promotes high-risk sexual behaviors and encourages even the youngest of children 
to experiment sexually.”—waronchildren.org 
 
This curriculum, if adopted, will force a total rethinking of what we teach about 
God’s view of families, sex outside marriage, homosexuality, and the plethora of 
“newly discovered” genders—how, what, and when our children should be taught 
about sex and what role the church should have. If we are to counter this ungodly 
influence in our schools, we cannot ignore it. It will ultimately destroy marriage and 
the home as we have known it since Biblical times. It will ultimately affect every 
aspect of Western Civilization. 
 
This curriculum is being pushed in every state in the nation and in 170 countries 
around the world by International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). It 
operates under the umbrella of the United Nations. At the moment, Arizona, TUSD 
in particular, is being asked to adopt this godless curriculum for our school children. 
Will you stand and resist this evil that is challenging the classrooms of our schools? 

 

cont’d on next page 
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Go to this website to learn more: 
https://www.waronchildren.org 
 
We believe that the Biblical standard of sex and 
marriage is still the soundest choice regardless of 
what views the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation and the United Nations may espouse.  
 
--Paul Davis, Chairman of the Board  

 

Personal Testimony 
 
Years ago I remember singing a song in school that had the words, “It only takes a spark to get a fire 
going”.  Those words are very true. 
 
This past Mother’s Day was a spark. The decision to give the money usually spent for candy for the El 
Camino moms to the Gospel Rescue Mission moms, was just the spark the Lord used to meet the needs of 
many, many more women.  
 
My daughter-in-law sells LuLaRoe clothing and she was going to mark women’s dresses, skirts and tops 
way down to clear some inventory. Annette set up her inventory at my house for a sale.  
 
I thought it would be a great opportunity to get some clothes for the new center. Adriana Newton works 
with the moms there and she told me that there was a serious need for women and children’s clothes. 
We set out a box for donations.  
 
Cheryl Alexander came by and purchased some to donate and I bought some too. 
The next day Annette went live on Facebook and one lady donated $50 to spend on clothes! 
Because of the low prices we were able to gather more than I could envision! 
 
I asked Hoss if we could set up a table for donations, borrowed Annette’s mannequin, (who I named Glory 
Betogod) and God blew it up from there! 
 
I donated 8 bags and 2 large boxes to the GRM after 2 weeks! Pastor Bruce, Hoss and Adriana, decided to 
continue the drive through the month (July) and the total items filled a truck! 
There was even a donation of a much needed 
high chair and baby equipment! God set this in 
motion and He put it on the hearts of the women 
of El Camino. 
 
The initial spark was seeing the greater good 
that could be done to honor mom’s, and as much 
as I like candy I have to say this was genius. This 
fit in with the direction we are taking at El 
Camino, to be a face in the community and to 
reflect Christ. 
The women of El Camino gave new and gently 
used clothing, purses and shoes to our sisters 
that are struggling and that fire will continue to 
burn as we will have a men’s drive and another 
lady’s drive as the seasons change. Flame on! 
 
In Him, 
Debbie Johnson  



 

 

 

One Fall ministry has started, three more to 
go! Awana is up and running and we pray 
the kids really enjoy learning about God’s 
Word and get excited about memorizing 
their verses! Our first week, we had 61 kids 
registered!! Several of the kids are new to our 
Awana program and we are so excited to 
have the opportunity and privilege of 
working with them! 
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Good News Club will be starting on September 18th and it's always a wonderful 
opportunity to spread God's Word in several of the Elementary schools around Tucson. 
El Camino will be working with Henry and Bloom Elementary again this year. Please 
be praying that the students, parents, teachers and administrators come to know 
Jesus as Savior while we work with the kids this year.  

Wildside Preteen Youth Group will also be starting September 6th.  It is our preteen 
group that meets on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month. If you know a 4th or 5th 
grader who loves to have fun and be a little wild sometimes, bring them September 
6th at 7:00pm to West #3!  

The Christmas season will soon be upon us, which means Young People's Choir is 
starting up September 8th. The kids will be learning "Miracle on Main Street," which 
will help them understand why it's important to stand up for their faith as well as 
understanding that what's on the outside doesn't matter as much as what's on the 
inside.  

If you have any questions about these ministries please contact 
kduran@elcaminochurch.org. 

    Upcoming Events 
 
 September 6th  Wildside Preteen Youth Group begins 
 September 8th  Young People’s Choir begins 
 September 18th  Good News Clubs begin 



 

  

El Camino Youth Ministries 
 

September is here and I am so excited for the beginning of Fall. Growing up, Fall was a 
time for harvesting fruit and produce. In our small German village, I remember all of the 
local farmers selling their fresh pumpkins, plums, pears, squashes, and apples from 
their roadside produce stands and in the various farmer’s markets. I remember drinking 
fresh ciders and seeing the rich browns, oranges, and golden yellows come out in the 
trees and corn fields surrounding town. As I moved to the US, I was able to continue 
celebrating harvest time with friends and family by visiting fruit orchards in the 
surrounding area to pick apples, walk through corn mazes, and enjoy apple cinnamon 
and pumpkin donuts and pies.  
 
As I think about enjoying the fruit and produce of the field I am reminded of God’s 
command and challenge for us to be growing fruit in our lives. In the Psalms, those who 
rest in the Lord are compared to trees planted by streams of water, and in Galatians 
Paul encourages us to display the fruit of the Spirit. Jesus warns us that unless we are 
connected to Him we cannot bear good fruit, and He tells us that we will be able to 
identify false teachers by their fruit, or rather their lack of it. Last month we were talking 
about the Holy Spirit in Youth Group and how he produces fruit in our lives. We 
challenged our students to pick out one of the fruits of the spirit and really focus on 
producing that fruit in their lives, and it was amazing to see them rise up to the 
challenge. As this month continues, let me encourage you to think about the fruit that 
you are producing for God. 
 
This month on Sunday evening the High School Youth Group is going to be taking a 
look at how God has uniquely wired our personalities and how we can work together 
encouraging one another in our strengths and helping each other in our struggles. 
Middle School Youth Group on Friday Evenings is going to be talking about worship and 
we’ll be taking a look at what worship is all about and how you do it! Then on Sunday 
mornings we’re having Sunday School for our Middle and High school students. 
Beginning September 8th, our Middle Schoolers are going to be meeting in B4 where 
they are going to be participating in and helping out with our Young People’s Choir, 
and the High School is going to be studying Genesis in the College Room! 
 
Another opportunity we have this year is to be a part of a local youth conference here in 
Tucson. Illuminate Discipleship Conference is going to be held on Sept 20 and Sept 21 at 
Mountain View Baptist Church, and this year’s theme is going to be “The Power of the 
3rd Person.” Trey Van Camp is going to be talking about the Holy Spirit and His work in 
our lives in the main teaching session.  Other speakers will be running breakouts and 
smaller group sessions on a whole host of other topics such as “how do I know I can 
trust the Bible,” “understanding other religions,” “how do I know what God is calling me 
to do?” and all sorts of other topics. The weekend is going to be full of great teaching, 
worship, and fun.  
 
Have a great start to your Fall everyone! 
Danny Klingenberg 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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DVDs  
One in a Million: Journey to Your Promised Land     
(DVD kit by Priscilla Shirer) 
 

Many believers attend church every week and hear about the 
greatness and power of God.  They are told that they can 
experience it, yet few ever do.  This study encourages 
participants to fully engage in the abundant life God has waiting 
for those who will allow Him to take the lead in daily living. It 
presents an opportunity for you to experience deliverance from 
strongholds, to conquer wilderness living, and to claim your  
God-given inheritance. If you long to experience His power, hear 
His voice, and live in the abundance He has promised to   
believers, then this study is for you. 

 

FICTION                                     
The Medallion by Cathy Gohlke 
The German blitzkrieg in 1939 turned Warsaw’s streets into a war zone 
and shattered the life of each citizen—Polish, Jewish, or otherwise.  Rosa 
and Itzhak never imagined they would welcome their longed-for first 
child in the Jewish ghetto, or that they would let anything tear their 
family apart. But as daily atrocities intensified, Rosa soon faced a 
terrifying reality: to save their daughter’s life, she must send her into 
hiding. Her only hope of finding her after the war—if any of them 
survive—was a medallion she cuts in half, placing half around her own 
neck and the other half on her baby.  Sophie, a British bride working in 
the city’s library and awaiting news of her husband in the Polish Air 
Force, is drawn into the plight of those around her, compelling her to help, whatever the 
danger. 
 

The Medallion is inspired by true events of Poland’s darkest days and by the true 
stories of people such as Irena Sendler, a leader in an underground network that 
smuggled Jewish children out of the ghetto.  Irena and those who worked with her, 
putting their lives in danger, helped save 2500 Jewish children. 2000 of these were 
reunited with family following the war. 
 

This book is a moving story of loss, heartbreak, and despair, yet it has uplifting messages 
of forgiveness, faith, love, and family in the midst of the cruelest of situations.  It is a 
compelling portrait of courage, sacrifice, and survival, challenging us to believe that 
when all seems lost, God can make a way forward. This quote from Pan Bukowski is still 
true today: "Remember the Red Sea. Adonai makes a way when there is no way." 
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Outbreak  by Davis Bunn 
The waters off the West African coast are full of menacing red algae thick 
enough to stand on in some places.  In nearby villages, mysterious deaths 
start to occur, and the panic mounts. But before an alarm can be 
sounded, the sea currents shift, the algae vanishes, and the deaths stop. 
Everyone is relieved when things return to normal, and local government 
officials are happy to sweep the publicity nightmare under a rug.  An  
American biological researcher is dispatched to piece together exactly 
what happened, having long feared an ecological disaster just like this 
could occur. He has had little evidence to go on before now, and what he 
finds in West Africa is rapidly disappearing. But he knows the danger 
hasn't disappeared--it has just changed locations.  
 

Outbreak is not only an action-packed medical mystery, it is also a story about the 
importance of family, forgiveness, trust, and redemption! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The “giveaway” bookcase in the library is overflowing, due to several sizable 
book donations this summer.  This is the area where we put books, Christian 
magazines, etc. that we do not place in the library inventory.  Currently there 
are books by many well-known authors, including David Jeremiah, Louie 
Giglio, Warren Wiersbe, Charles Swindoll, Billy Graham, Eugenia Price, and 
Oswald Chambers.  There are also a few fiction books, Bibles, and a complete 
set of the Bible on CDs. 
 
The bookcase is on the east wall, to the right as you enter the library. We 
encourage you to stop by and browse through the many things available for 
your use or to pass on to family and friends! 
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Our Purpose: 
When a woman has experienced the 
loss of her spouse she finds that her 
life has to be redefined.  Recovering 
from the losses of life is a challenge 
at any age, but starting over makes 
the challenge even greater.  “Honor 
widows who are widows indeed.” (I 
Timothy 5:3) 
 

As widows, we do not have the 
opportunities to go out to nice 
places as we did as a couple.  Now 
we will begin to meet once a month for lunch and fellowship.  Fresh Starts  
is not a support group, it is for the purpose of fellowship with women who have gone 
through the death of their husband. 
 

Definition of a widow: 
A woman (wife) who is living with a man (husband), who has died while living together.  
Not a divorcee whose husband had died. 
 

Our regular meetings are on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, normally at noon in C-1.  
Please call our coordinator Barbara Lunsford with any questions you might have at 

520.909.2887. 
 

Blessings and Welcome!! 

“I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy”  
Job 29:13 

Future Events 
(please come for lots of fun and fellowship) 

 

 Once a month events such as plays and special entertainment or day trips, examples: 
Desert Christian plays, Viscount, Zoo, etc. 

 Money must be collected before the events when there is a payment due 
 Local restaurants in the area: The restaurants will give individual tickets, so each one 

will pay for their meals separately 
 We will have a couple of potlucks here at El Camino, come when you can 
 

October Meeting 
    October 16th  Luncheon at El Molinito 
    12:15pm-2:30pm  2320 N. Pantano 
 

RSVP to Barbara Lunsford no later  
than October 15th.  520.909.2887 
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We all had a great time at our last Ladies 
Night Out at Kneader’s.  It was a fun time of 
fellowship.  We had familiar and regular 
attenders, but in addition had 4 new ladies 
join us.  It was such a pleasure getting to 
know them better!  We hope that you will 
join us in October for our next Kneader’s 
event. 
 
 
 

 
 
On September 10, at 6:30PM in D-Pod, we will 
be having our Calico and Cider event.  
Juliette Gaddis will be sharing her testimony, 
and I cannot wait to hear about her story!  
Although it will still be hot, we are going with 
a fall theme.  The food options will be more 
snacks than meal type, but will have 
something for everyone.  
 
 
 
Kim Johnson will be teaching a new women’s study starting on 9/5/19 at 9:00 AM in  
C building.  She will be teaching Desiring God which is a John Piper study.  The 
workbooks are $11.00 each.  We are looking forward to the ladies that the Lord will bring. 
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Thursday Mornings 
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Monday Evenings 



 

  

 
 
         
 
 
 
 

Ramon Rodriguez to speak at El Camino Missionary 
Fellowship Meeting on September 9, 2019 

 
At 10:30 on Monday, September 9th, ECMF will be hosting Ramon Rodriguez 
from the Nogales Baptist Seminary.  There may be a student who will come 
also, and share his testimony.  There will be a potluck lunch afterward. 
 
Ramon has been with the Seminary as a teacher since 1984 , then as 
assistant director since 1990, and now as President since 2006.  He will be 
giving us an update of what is happening at the Seminary.  We will hear 
about how they are reaching out into camps, doing workshops for pastors, 
and the latest thing, providing online training which is starting this 
semester. 
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UPDATE from the Winston’s! 
Dear friends! 
 
Wow, and wow!  What a trip it was with the Belgian young 
adults!  Between the scenery, the conversations, the study of 
God’s Word, the people along the way, the time in the car and 
in restaurants…  I don’t know where to start! God blessed the 
whole thing in a major way. 
 
If I had to pick highlights I’d say: 
The rodeo in Prescott that started off with a prayer in the name of Jesus!  Our friends 

were moved and blown away! 
The generosity and kindness of all our hosts.  The group learned a lot from those they 

came in contact with. 
The time of testimony where the group shared some of the impact we’ve had in their 

lives – now that was humbling and encouraging for us! 
Our last meal in the diner at the end of route 66!  A great wrap up. 
The good bye at the airport: We did not think the grown men would cry! 
 
Thank you for your prayers and encouragement along the way.  We would do it all over 
again – just maybe not tomorrow!   
 
Please continue to pray for all those in the group: 
Mathias and Lois: They are moving to Belgium from France in January.  There are a 
lot of expectations with that move, and we are not sure that their “issues” in France are 
resolved. That’s never a good thing. Pray for forgiveness and kindness to prevail. 
Manu and Charlotte: This was a good trip for them as a couple.  Pray for Manu in 
particular.  He still has many wounds from the church scene, and is cautiously moving 
towards God again.  We are hoping to meet with them both on a regular basis when we 
get back. 
Emilie:  The trip was a little harder for her because she was single and did not speak 
the language well, but she now LOVES the USA!  Pray that she would keep deepening 
her walk with Jesus.  She also needs to find a better job so she can move out of our place.   
Bianca:  This was a great trip for her, and we are so glad she was along.  She came 
out of her shell, and found new joy.  She also needs to get a better paying job, and she 
still needs to find that direction for her future.   
 
And as for us, we are leaving California in two and a half weeks.  Good byes are always 
terribly difficult.  May we do them well! 
 
Thanks for praying us through this trip! 
Ted & Malia Winston 
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MINGO – there has been one winner of the 
Missionary BINGO!  However, don’t lose heart 
there is another way for you to win. In these pages 
are all the missionaries.  Fill out a new game 
sheet with that information and keep track in the 
coming weeks as more missionaries will be shown 
in the pre-service announcements leading to 
filling in all the squares on the game sheet. The 
first person to present their properly, fully filled 
out game sheet will win the Grand Prize.  Get to 
know our missionaries in this fun way! 

 
The Nogales Baptist Seminary (SEBANO – 

Seminario Bautista de Nogales) and its director, 
Ramon Rodriguez, have been supported by El 
Camino for many years.  A Fall food drive is in 
progress.  List of needed items is on the next 
page.  Donations will be collected through Labor 
Day weekend, September 1st. Look for bins in the 
main kitchen marked with SEBANO Food Drive in 
which to place your items.  
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Help Needed 
 
There is a great need for the following items that will help feed the Mexican Seminary 
students.  The cost of groceries and supplies has increased considerably.  Walmart, Food 
City, Safeway and Costco gift cards are ALWAYS welcome for fresh fruit and vegetables 
and meat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEAST NOTE:  We CANNOT use beets, sauerkraut, soups, lima beans or 
pork and beans.  Thanks! 

 
For more information, contact Ana or Ramon Rodriguez at 520.980.2007 or 

rrdztovar@gmail.com. 

BOXES OR BAGS 
Cold Cereal of any kind 
Oatmeal 
Pancake Flour 
Jello 
Cake Mixes & Frosting Mixes 
Powdered Milk & Hot Cocoa Mix 
Macaroni & Spaghetti 
Noodles (narrow only) 
Cookies 
Crackers 
Kool-Aid & Punch Mix 
Flour 
Granulated Sugar 
Spices 
Pinto Beans 
Rice 
Dry Egg 
Instant Dry Milk 
 
 
JARS & BOTTLES 
Mayonnaise 
Cooking Oil 
Jams & Jellies 
Non-Dairy Creamer 

CANNED GOODS 
(Larger is better) 
Mixed Vegetables 
Corn 
Tomatoes 
Fruit 
Fruit Juices 
Sauces: 
    Tomato, Chili, BBQ, Spaghetti Sauce 
Tuna 
Chiles, whole or sliced 
Shortening (morrell) 
Evaporated Milk 
Coffee 
Ground Beef with juices 
 
 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Napkins 
Comet Cleanser 
Spic & Span 
Pinesol & Lysol Cleaner 
SOS Pads 
Bath Soap 
Liquid or Powder Detergents 
Sponges 
Trash Bags (13, 33 and 39 gallon) 
Dish Detergents 
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Please call the church office  
(520.886.7 7 70) 

for more information  
about the Blessings Ministry. 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the Third Monday of the month for the  

Next month’s publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


