
 

 

Dr. Albert Sutton is 85 years old, a retired 
pathologist and real estate investor. 
According to a New York Times article by 
James Estrin, Dr. Sutton had purchased a 
couple of private islands off the coast of New 
York and was in the process of renovating 
them…yes, the purchase price and the 
renovation was a little expensive! According 
to the article, Dr. Sutton said, “I thought I 
would have great thoughts out here.” 
Unfortunately, after all of his time and 
investment, after having spent one night on 
his private island, he has “had enough.” If you 
are interested, you can pick up both islands 
for $13 million … and have some great 
thoughts. I’m really not trying to pick at Dr. 
Sutton, I was just struck by the idea that after 
all of his time and investment he has decided 
to move on. Apparently, he hasn’t found what 
he was looking for. 
 
Have you found what you are looking for? 
What are you pouring your life into, and are 
you finding fulfillment, meaning, and 
purpose in it? No matter how old you are, 
how wealthy, successful or educated you 
might be, everyone is looking for a reason to 
get up in the morning. And to be perfectly 
honest, in the end, “great thoughts” are not 
going to be enough. God has a purpose for 
your life … an eternal purpose! Discovering 
God’s purpose for your life – the reason why 
He created you and continues to give you life 
and breath – is the thing that will bring you a  

true sense of meaning, purpose, and joy in  
this life. God has been moving throughout 
history with the single purpose in mind … 
God wants you to know Him, love Him, and 
be reunited with Him in heaven.  God offers 
everyone the opportunity to be forgiven of 
their sins by trusting in Jesus Christ as the 
one and only sacrifice for their sins. 2 
Corinthians 5:20 says, “We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making His appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we have the 
unique opportunity to join God on His 
mission of helping people be reconciled to 
God through faith in Jesus Christ! 
 
As wonderful as owning islands, houses and 
cars might be, it all pales in comparison to 
helping people find heaven, hope, joy, peace, 
fulfillment, love, family, freedom, forgiveness, 
meaning and purpose! Who has God 
brought into your life? It is not by accident – 
it is by God’s design! God has given you the 
incredible opportunity to not only change 
someone’s here and now, but He has given 
you the privilege of being a part of changing 
someone’s eternal destiny!        
 
Haven’t had enough…still enjoying the hope 
and journey to my eternal home, 
 

Pastor Bruce 

Have You Had Enough? 
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Wealth . . . How Would You Define It? 
 

Often when we measure wealth, the first thing that comes to mind is monetary 
wealth—dollars and cents. But wealth can mean a lot of different things besides 
financial wealth. Wealth is owned by someone and is assigned to them by virtue of 
something they have done or what someone else has done to or for them. 
Sometimes a gift is bestowed on someone, but more often wealth is earned over 
time—time spent doing the right thing in the right way.  
 

When you think of a wealthy church, what do you envision?  A big, modern building 
with a huge parking lot? Perhaps you think of a huge budget and grandiose 
building projects. Do wealthy churches make great churches? Do you like 
attending the “wealthy” churches? 
 

As far as God is concerned, does HE view wealth by the same standards we do? Did 
Christ praise the Pharisees and their Synagogues? They had rules to follow, and 
they made a show of trying to follow them. Where did Christ carry out his ministry? 
Was it in big opulent buildings? Was it with the pious leaders of that day? Did 
Christ heap praise on the Pharisees? The Pharisees disdained those who were not a 
part of their sect—they became exclusive instead of inclusive. Unlike the Pharisees, 
Christ went out to people and engaged them as they were, where they were, and 
spoke to them about needful things in their lives. 
 

When we look at wealth, we may ask, “Do material things produce wealth, or is real 
wealth intangible?” When I ask myself, in what ways am I rich? I think it is a “gift” 
that my grown children love each other and enjoy being together—a gift that will 
live after I’m gone. Cold cash can’t buy this. I think of my marriage and all we have 
been through together—that is a gift. I think of friends, some go back fifty years, 
others linger in my memory. It was a gift to have known them. Taken together, all 
these gifts make up the “wealth” of my life’s estate. The “currency” this wealth is 
traded in is time—time spent with these key people in my life. There would be no 
accumulation of this golden wealth without the investment of time in these 
relationships.  
 

So it is with Christ’s church: We must spend the time to develop relationships—
relationships with the unsaved, relationships with those who are overwhelmed by 
life’s events, relationships with those who are grieving, relationships with those in 
“quiet desperation,” relationships with those who have their whole lives before them 
and still feel that they are invincible, relationships with those in troubled marriages, 
relationships with our singles (of all ages), relationships that are living examples of 
God’s love to mankind.  
 

A church’s wealth is measured by its relationships, their scope and their depth.  
El Camino’s wealth will be measured by its relationships with its unsaved neighbors 
and their changed lives through Christ. We must follow Christ’s model: meet people 
where they are, as they are, accepting them the way they are, but ever 
demonstrating Christ’s life-changing love for them. 
 

Then El Camino will be a wealthy church. 
 

--Paul Davis, Chairman of the Board  
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We had a great campfire and 

s’mores finale to our Summer Family 
Bible Study Nights! 



 

 

We had a great week with the kids 
during VBS!! The kids had a blast 
learning about how we got the Bible 
and how Jesus’ parables can be used 
in our lives! We hope the kids were 
impacted by what they heard and 
seeds that were planted will grow into 
a beautiful harvest!! We had at least 
five kids accept Jesus as their Savior 
and we pray that they will begin to 
make a difference in their families. 

A big THANK YOU to everybody who was involved in VBS!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I Love To Tell The Story” 

A response to “Why We Send Our Kids to Camp” 6/9/2019 by Becky Fuchser 
 

“I Love to tell the Story of Jesus and His love! …and especially to children!”  Pastor Ford’s 
message, “Why We Send Our Kids to Camp!” challenged:  “As a Christian, it is your 
responsibility to pass down the story of Jesus to the next generation.  It changed your 
life.  Lift up the next generation—tell them the story of Jesus.  Tell them your story.”  And 
that is when fireworks exploded and sparks ignited my soul with excitement!  What a 
great honor and privilege God gives us—to tell the story of Jesus to the next generation!   
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    Upcoming Events 
 

 August 11th   Awana Begins 
 September 6th  Wildside Preteen Youth Group begins 
 September 8th  Young People’s Choir begins 
 September 18th  Good News Clubs begin 



 

  

5 

El Camino has been telling the story of Jesus to children for years—through Sunday 
School, Awana, Good News Clubs, camps, and many other outreaches to children and 
families!   
 

Certainly, we tell the story to our children and grandchildren—for our family that is ten 
people.  But, out there are multitudes of children who do not know the story of Jesus 
because no one has told them.  Their parents have not told them because no one told 
them—and how many generations back does that go?  
 

A super method for telling the story of Jesus to the next generation is in a Good News 
Club!  I love to tell the children about Jesus in Good News Club!  My favorite part is telling 
the Bible story while weaving the Gospel throughout the lesson.  Gospel truths are 
combined with Scripture as the Bible story is told.  The really cool part is that the Holy 
Spirit works, applying the Truths and Scripture to the child’s heart!   And children 
respond and trust in Jesus as Savior!   WOW!  The next generation learns and accepts 
the story of Jesus!   It changes their lives!  Jesus lovingly commands us, “Let the little 
children come unto Me; and do not hinder them for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”  
What a precious honor and privilege to tell the story of Jesus to children!  This is why the 
Holy Spirit filled my heart and soul with excitement at Pastor Ford’s message!  I cannot 
NOT do this! 
 

Pastor Ford also noted, “If the story of Jesus is not passed down from one generation to 
the next, it will be forgotten and what happened in Israel will happen (and is 
happening) to our next generation.”   
 
“And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the 
work that He had done for Israel.” Judges 2:19.   
 
Why didn’t they obey God and tell the next generation?  It’s hard to understand 
because many had witnessed some of these works—even as children. But they didn’t 
tell!  Grave discipline and distress overtook the Israelites.  They became slaves to all 
kinds of evil because they forgot God. 
 

Why do we send our kids to camp and tell them the story of Jesus?  So that His Story will 
be remembered, believed, accepted, and change lives. And retold!  Christians have a 
great opportunity to tell the story of Jesus to the next generation right in the public 
schools of America.  In 2001, the Supreme Court ruled that Good News Clubs be allowed 
access (after school) to teach clubs on public school campuses under the same 
conditions and with the same rights as other civic organizations that use school 
facilities such as Boy Scouts.  Since that time, 10,000s of children—the next generation—
have heard and believed and live the story of Jesus.  What a sense of humor God has—
He was kicked out of public schools but He essentially said, “No way, the children WILL 
hear the story of Jesus!”  Guess He hasn’t heard of separation of church and state!  So, 
He is back in and to make it firm it is with legal approval!  And the story goes on!  
Sometimes the next generation reaches the previous generation.  One little boy kept 
responding to the invitation to be counseled for salvation.  “I want to hear the story 
again,” he would say.  He loved Jesus and he retold the story!  As a result, his family 
accepted Jesus as Savior!  The next generation and beyond is waiting for someone to 
tell them the story of Jesus. 



 

  

El Camino Youth Ministries 
 
El Camino Church Family, 
Hey, so last month we had our Middle School Adventure Week! And just like I promised, 
this month we’ve got some additional pictures and details about Adventure Week. It 
was a blast! Being able to take a group of kids out into God’s creation and teach them 
about Christ is always amazing. We got to build shelters and fires outside, learn about 
the various animals we may encounter in the wild and go hiking together. The highlight 
of the week however was probably our chance to go rock-climbing at our local climbing 
gym, The Bloc. Thanks for all of your prayers and support over the summer, we couldn’t 
have done it without you! 
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Welcome back to school! This month our schools are starting back up with all the 
excitement and anticipation that comes with a new school year. The fresh notebooks, 
new pens, books, backpacks, and clothes, all speak to that feeling of anticipation and 
hope that comes with a new start. There’s so much to do, see, and learn. There’s a sense 
that anything might be possible in this upcoming year. On a personal note, as I 
transition into my new role as Director of Youth Ministries, I'm feeling that same sense of 
excitement and anticipation. I am so excited to see what God has been doing in the 
lives of our students over this last summer and I’m even more excited to see what God’s 
going to do in this upcoming year as we move forward together. Are you guys ready?!  
 
We’re starting our Middle School Youth Group again with a movie night on Friday 
August 2nd; we’ll have games and a movie as well as popcorn and some other fun treats!  
We will begin studying the Holy Spirit on August 9th. Our Middle School Sunday School 
will be doing a study about David and what it looks like to be a man/woman after God’s 
own heart. 
 
High School Youth Group will be on Sunday nights from 4pm-6pm.  We will start back 
with a board/card game night on August 4th. We will be continuing our Not A Blind 
Faith study on Sunday mornings. 
 
I hope you guys are just as excited as I am for this upcoming year of ministry! 
 
In Christ, 
Danny Klingenberg 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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FICTION 
 
Holliday Hotel Series  by Courtney Lyman 
 

#1 Resolution Room  #2 Sweetheart Suite  #3 Resurrection Rest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol, who was born on Christmas Day and later married a man named Holliday, had 
always loved celebrating holidays.  So when she has the opportunity following her 
husband’s death, she opens a bed-and-breakfast in an old Victorian home - naming it 
Holliday Hotel and decorating each guest room in a different holiday theme. Each of 
these books is the story of guests who stay in one of the rooms.  Carol shows genuine 
interest in and concern for her guests, offering encouragement, advice, and support 
while she shares the love of God with them.  Many of them develop a bond with her and 
become dear friends. 
 
Author Courtney Lyman lives in Tucson and is a friend of ECBC member Staci Richard 
who introduced us to these books.  There is a strong Christian message in each book and 
a clear presentation of the Gospel.  As Courtney states, “Christians should be a reflection 
of that (God’s love) in our interactions with everyone.  Love should be our defining 
characteristic – so much so that it draws others to God.” 
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WANTED: TYPEWRITER FOR USE IN THE LIBRARY 
 

The library staff is looking for a typewriter  
(maybe not as old as the one in the picture!)  
to be used for typing library cards and pockets.   
If you have a working typewriter that you are no 
longer using and would be willing to part with, 
please contact the church office.  If possible, 
please also let us know if replacement ribbons 
are still able to be purchased.  Thanks! 
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The Lady of Tarpon Springs  by Judith Miller 
 
Zanna Krykos challenges her family's expectations when she passes the 
bar exam and becomes a lawyer in the town of Tarpon Springs, Florida  
in the early 1900s. When her friend Lucy loses her father and finds herself 
inheriting a barely-established sponge business, Zanna volunteers her 
services to manage the business for her friend. Soon a crew of men 
arrive from successful sponging industries in Greece, ready to begin the  
area's first sponging expedition. As one of the few Greek families in the 
area, the Krykos family helps these men and their manager, Nico Kalos, 
adjust to life in Florida. Facing unanticipated challenges to the fledgling 
business, Nico and Zanna work together to manage the crews and make Lucy's sponge 
business a great success. 
      
While the characters are all fictional, the story gives an interesting and accurate view of 
the time and place, including the arrival of Greek sponge divers, an industry that 
continues to play an important role in the small town as it also sustains tourism in the 
area.  Miller says, “If you find yourself in Florida, do stop in Tarpon Springs.  Take a 
walking tour of the city, visit the history museum and the docks.  Partake of the Greek 
cuisine and pastries and visit the sponge shops located in the old Sponge Exchange.” 
 
 
 
Evie Blackwell Cold Case Series  by Dee Henderson 
   
Traces of Guilt 

Evie Blackwell is a skilled investigator with the Illinois State Police.  
She launches a new task force to reexamine unsolved crimes across the 
state.  She begins work with the sheriff’s department on a few of its most 
troubling missing-persons cases: a deputy, his wife, and eleven-year old 
son’s disappearance, and an unrelated case involving a six-year-old girl 
abducted from a hotel.  Gabriel Thane grew up in the area and is now the 
town sheriff. He very much loves his job and what he does. The missing 
family case holds a special place in his heart, as the father of the missing 
family was a deputy. 

 
Threads of Suspicion 
 
Evie and her new partner, David Marshal, are assigned to a pair of 
unrelated cases in suburban Chicago, and while both involve persons now 
missing for several years, the cases couldn't be more different. While Evie 
works in a close-knit neighborhood to find a missing college student, 
David searches for a private investigator working for a high-powered 
client.  With a deep conviction that "justice for all" truly matters, Evie and 
David are unrelenting in their search for the truth.  Evie and David are 
both Christians, and there is a good presentation of the Christian 
viewpoint and the gospel. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjx-cKrpsbjAhUULX0KHQ46B7UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodreads.com%2Fbook%2Fshow%2F32510809-threads-of-suspicion&psig=AOvVaw3rulSwU959o1ApbLkLteQD&ust=1563808348679227
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Here’s what some of our 
Widow’s have to say about 

our group! 

Mary Schaffer:  “I really enjoy the  

fellowship with sister believers.  We pray, 
share Christ and personal needs.  Though 
we were few in number at our Valentine 
meeting, it was my favorite.  Debbie Johnson 
brought a big chocolate cake.  We did 
smack balloons, Valentines and laughed 
like crazy gals.” 

Joan Stern:  “It’s so nice to be with other 

widows.  This is the first I’ve heard of this 
group.  I look forward to coming each 
month and try to sit with someone new each 
time and get to know them better.  Being 
with Christian gals is lovely.” 

Pat Spear:  “I enjoy the fellowship of the 

widow gals.  We are all in the same position 
and can share ideas with one another.” 

Barb Lunsford:  “I have really  

enjoyed watching the interaction between 
the gals.  Most of them have known 
names, not personalities.  When asked to 
do a task-there is no hesitation-they  
really enjoy one another.  Helping them to 
see there are still things to do-places to 
go and others to answer questions when 
there is a need.  Thank you Jesus for  
supplying a need in my life.” 

Verna Tharp: “Fresh Starts is a nice 

time to visit with people I am not usually 
with, and also with friends I am with.  Nice 
relaxing time.  I really enjoyed the play we 
attended at Pima College.” 

Marge Hinde:  “I like everything about 

the Fresh Starts group.  I feel like it is a 
special meeting for widows-especially 
those that do not have much social life 
now that they are alone.  Thank you to all 
who help us.” 
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At our March 20th meeting, Paul Davis II 
graciously consented to take pictures of 

our gals as we enjoyed ourselves over 
sub sandwiches from Eegee’s and 

worked on our craft.  Here are some of 
the pictures.  Thank you Mr. Davis! 



 

  

 
 
         
 
 
 
 

 
We had a great summer study and are looking forward to 

meeting again together once a month on Tuesdays, as 
well as the Fall Bible Study options!  
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Please call the church office  
(520.886.7 7 70) 

for more information  
about the Blessings Ministry. 
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What's Happening 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the Third Monday of the month for the  

Next month’s publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


