
 

 

Article by Matt Brown 
Matt Brown is an evangelist, author 
of Awakening, and founder of Think Eternity. 
 
When you put your faith in Christ, God  
commissions himself to protect, provide, and 
care for you (Philippians 4:19). God always 
provides for his children, though often it is not 
in the way we expect or hope. 
 
The challenge is for us to see his provision 
and care, even when it is different than we 
expect. Because God is God, his ways are 
higher than our ways (Isaiah 55:9). But he 
graciously gives us insight into what he is  
doing in the Scriptures. 
 
John Piper says, “God is always doing 10,000 
things in your life, but you may be aware of 
three of them.” Over and over again, Jesus’s 
disciples missed what he was doing right in 
front of them. They missed the point of the 
miracles. They missed the lessons. Which 
should give us hope for our own lack of clarity 
today. Here are four important  
encouragements about how God provides 
and cares for you. 
 
1. God May Provide Differently Than We  
     Expect 
The Israelites escaped captivity in Egypt only 
to face the challenges of the desert. One of 
the biggest challenges for such a large group 
of nomads was enough food to eat. Over and 
over again God provided supernaturally for  

his people. If God could provide for many 
thousands of Israelites in the middle of a  
desert, he can surely provide for you and  
your family’s needs. One of the precious  
testimonies of Scripture is, “I have been 
young, and now am old, yet I have not seen 
the righteous forsaken or his children  
begging for bread” (Psalm 37:25). 
 
But even with God’s supernatural provision, 
the Israelites still complained and grumbled 
in the desert. They longed for the food they 
left behind in Egypt. God was literally  
providing bread from heaven — enough for 
each day — but they wanted his provision a 
different way. They wanted it their own way. 
This lesson has spoken to me over the years. 
Ask God to provide for you in whatever way 
he deems fit. Don’t grumble against God’s 
supernatural, unexpected ways. 
 
Maybe you are at a job and doing work  
different than what you had expected or 
hoped for. Don’t always wish for something 
different. Don’t constantly dream about  
being somewhere else, doing something 
else. Be present. Give your all to your current 
job, and always be thankful (1 Thessalonians 
5:18).  
 
This doesn’t mean you can’t move towards 
the job of your dreams, but it might inspire 
the faith to stop complaining about the way 
God has provided for you in the current  
moment, and instead invest yourself fully 
wherever you are. 

Four Truths About God’s Provision 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%204.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2055.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2037.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.18
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2. God Provides More of Himself 
Our greatest need is for more of God, and this is something he gladly gives us. 
“Which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a 
fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 
those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:9–11) 
 

Scripture tells us to make the pursuit of God the primary function of our lives. Matthew 
6:33 says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.” Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you 
the desires of your heart.” 
 

John Piper has asked, “What is the deepest root of your joy? What God gives to you? Or 
what God is to you?” God graciously guides us into a greater realization that our  
ultimate need is for more of his word, more of his ways—more of him. 
 

3. God’s Ultimate Provision Has Already Been Given in the Gospel 
We ask God for many things, but the greatest thing we could ever receive from him has 
already been given. What God has given us in the gospel is light-years ahead of every 
other provision and care we could ever seek from him. When we trust in Christ, we have 
decisively secured for us every ultimately good thing from him. It’s just a matter of time. 
James 1:17 reminds us, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.” Every truly good thing in our lives comes straight from the Father. The  
ultimate good he provided us, through whom much of the other good things come to 
us, is Jesus. Jesus is the ultimate treasure. 
 

4. God Provides Finally in Eternity 
Hebrews 11 gives us two different perspectives on God’s provision and care for us. Some, 
by faith, came through this life victorious, while others lost their lives. Both are  
commended for their mighty faith. 
 

God does not always provide and care for us in ways we might expect in this life. The  
Bible does not promise this. Peter, James, John, and Paul gave their very lives for the 
gospel. They viewed the gospel as a treasure not to be lost at any cost. They suffered 
gladly because they had something in the gospel that had far more worth. 
 

This life is fleeting. This life is fragile. This life is but a vapor’s breath. The next life, the age 
to come, is where all God’s provision and care for us will ultimately make sense and 
come together as a whole. 
 

We may not receive healing in this life, but we will receive perfect healing in eternity. 
We may not see answers to our greatest prayers in this life, but we will receive fully in 
eternity. Some days God’s provision and care may seem distant, but it will be  
ever-present in eternity. We long for our world to stop raging and be at peace, but  
ultimate peace will only come in eternity. 
 

Our hearts ache under the pressures of this life, but it is only because we were made for 
another world. We are sojourners and aliens on this earth. “But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” 
(1 Peter 2:9). 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.9%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2037.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.9
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Quiet Desperation 
 
Many people live their lives in quiet desperation—a desperation that is born 
from overwhelming circumstances, imagined or real. Often this is a feeling of 
acute loneliness and helplessness that comes from being cast into  
circumstances totally foreign and beyond their control; they are out of their 
knowledge base and comfort zone. This could be a widow whose husband  
unexpectedly dies and leaves her unaware of their insurance, their  
investments, or their retirement plan—a world that she does not know well 
enough to get started untangling. Home repairs and maintenance can be a 
daunting task for her, also. Something as simple as having a car repaired can 
be an anxious time— “Is the repairman taking advantage of my ignorance?” 
  
This is even more true when it comes to health issues. As we age and health  
issues take front and center, who will care for us? Do we have someone who 
truly cares for our well being and is willing to help us when we “can’t get it  
together” enough to make our own decisions? At times like these, the quiet 
desperation of no place to turn sets in and haunts us relentlessly. Our friends 
may have already passed on leaving few connections to people who truly care 
for us. Thinking on our own may be difficult, and our memory may be short and 
fleeting.  We may have few places to turn and only “paid lovers” (caregivers 
who are paid to present a façade of love, concern, and caring are all we have 
left—but for them we are just a job). Near the end of our lives, this may be the 
best we can do and quiet desperation is then our constant companion.  
  
Quiet desperation is not just an affliction of the older crowd; young people  
often feel anxiety as they navigate their teen years. Many feel that they are not 
liked and not acceptable, or they are not beautiful enough, or they are not 
smart enough, so they turn to drugs, or maybe even suicide—quiet desperation 
acted out to the bitter end. 
  
At no age in life are we immune from the feeling of quiet desperation that 
gnaws at our souls day and night—a time when we feel as if we are adrift with 
no port safe from the storms of life. Yet, many Christians have, with God’s 
watch, care and help, navigated the rocky shoals of life that they thought at 
the time were going to be their undoing.  This leaves the church in an ideal  
position to become a body of “wounded healers” for those swimming against 
the tide of quiet desperation in our society. Many have no place to turn in their  
desperation. They are looking for someone who will throw out a lifeline to them 
and help pull them through their quiet desperation. 
 
“The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom 
I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” – 
Psalms 18:2 
  
El Camino can offer people in our community a fortress, a deliverer, a rock in 
their time of quiet desperation.  
 
Paul Davis, Chairman of the Board of Elders 
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New Night - Wednesdays! 
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Good News Club 

The Good News Club End of Year Party was a wonderful evening of fun and fellowship 
with the kids and families. Tim Soliz did an awesome job working with four of the kids 

as they talked through the Wordless Book and all the kids participated during the  
recitation of John 3:16 and doing the motions for a couple songs. After the program, the 

families played games and ate delicious Mexican food!! ! A big THANK YOU to all the 
Good News Club staff for an amazing evening!! The Good News Club families all had a 

great time and we pray that many hearts were touched by the Gospel!  
 
 

 

 
 

Awana 
On May 5th, we had the Awana Awards ceremony and it was a wonderful evening to 

showcase how much the kids accomplished throughout the year! A major THANK YOU 
to the Awana staff for all of their hard work and dedication to mentoring the kids  

as they learned their verses!!   
 

Preschool 
We want to thank all of our Pre-school and nursery volunteers! Robin Abbott has been 

gracious to continually teach our 5 year old and Kindergarten class during Connect 
Groups. She will be taking a break for the summer, so we will be combining the classes 
again for both hours during the month of June. We are excited for July when we will be 

having promotion Sunday to move all the kids into their next school year classes! 
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Wildside 
On May 17th, we had the Wildside End of Year Water Party and it was a blast!! We  

started by saying goodbye to the 5th graders and then they were “kidnapped” to join the 
Middle Schoolers at a pool party. The rest of the kids had so much fun having a “boys vs. 
girls” battle! We also had a Slip-n-Slide which provided a lot of enjoyment for the kids!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     UCYC Away Camp 
This month the 4th and 5th graders are going to UCYC (United 
Christian Youth Camp) and will have a great time learning 
about INCREDIBLE FAITH and how they can have that  
incredible faith. It’s a fantastic weekend for the preteens as 
they participate in various activities like swimming, archery 
and zip-lining all the while learning about who God is and 
who they are.  

 

VBS 
This year’s VBS theme is “Diggin God’s Word.”  It is 
June 24-28th and will teach the kids (grades preschool 
to 5th grade) how we got the Bible.  Teaching will  
include how we can know and believe that it is  
trustworthy. These days, our kids are told that they 
can’t rely on the Bible because science and ‘relative 
truth’ say otherwise. We are excited for the kids to 
learn how to defend their faith and stand firm in what 
they believe. The preschoolers will be learning about 
the parables of Jesus and how they can apply the 
deeper message to their lives. It will be a wonderful 
opportunity to minister to the kids in our community 
as well as our church.  If you are interested in helping 
please contact:  
Kristen Duran 520-730-0014 or kduran@elcaminochurch.org 

 Upcoming Events 
 
 June 5th-Junly 17th  Family Night Bible Studies (NEW-Wednesdays) 
 June 7th-June 11th  Preteen Away Camp 
 June 24th-June 28th Vacation Bible School  



 

  

El Camino Middle School 
Hello El Camino, 
 
Summer is here! The kids are getting out of school and are excited for summer break. 
Families are looking forward to vacations and family trips.  Our High School grads are 
getting ready to start their new phase of life beyond High School. June is a great month, 
filled with all of the anticipation of those great summer plans.  
 
This year June also is the home of my very favorite church holiday… Pentecost!! This  
Pentecost, June 9th, the Church celebrates its 1989th Birthday (give or take a few years). 
On Pentecost we remember the day the Holy Spirit descended on the first disciples who 
were staying in a small Jerusalem house, empowering the first followers of Jesus to 
launch God’s Church in Jerusalem and all over the world! I can’t imagine the  
anticipation those first few disciples felt as they started taking the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection to the people around them. 
How they must have felt knowing that they 
weren’t alone but that the Holy Spirit was 
living in them, empowering them and  
giving them the strength they needed to 
fulfill Jesus’ command to make disciples. 
They must have had the greatest summer 
of all time as they witnessed the power of 
the Gospel transform the lives of their 
friends and neighbors. So this summer as 
we celebrate America’s birthday on July 4th, 
let’s not forget to celebrate the birthday of 
God’s Church on June 9th. As we launch into 
our summer filled with fun and travel, let’s 
remember to look for those  
opportunities to pass on the good news of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection to our friends 
and family. I hope we can look back over 
the last 1,989 years of Church history and be 
inspired by the people we find there, people 
like you and me who followed Jesus’ call to make disciples. 
 

 
This June El Camino has quite a few great 
things planned for our Middle School youth. 
We’re going to be having our Wednesday 
night bible studies where the Middle School 
will be taking a look at the life of Abraham 
and how he was able to trust God in faith to 
provide for all of his needs.  
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Later in the month from June 24th to June 
28th Middle School will also be having  
Adventure Week where we’ll be going on 
hikes, exploring nature and discovering 
how God wants to go with us on the great 
adventure of life.  

 
In Christ, 
Danny Klingenberg 
Middle School Director 
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SUMMER SUGGESTIONS FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
Our library has many items to fill your long, hot summer days—including fiction,  
non-fiction, Bible study books and kits, DVDs, CDs, and audiobooks for the whole family.  
If you haven’t visited the library recently (or ever!), we invite you to come in and see what 
is available for check-out and on our shelves of give-away items. 
 
Now available:  An updated and expanded list (10 pages!) of all Bible Study DVDs and 
kits is now available!  We also have a list of audiobooks.  Ask for your printed copy of  
either list, or request one be sent to you by email.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATEST ADDITIONS TO CURRENT FICTION SERIES        
 
 
Driftwood Bay   (Hope Harbor #5)             
by Irene Hannon 
 
Hope Harbor continues to live up to its name in a story that touches on 
faith, hope, and reaching out to others.  After tragedy strikes, Jeannette 
Mason retreats to the tiny Oregon seaside town where she focuses on 
running her lavender farm and tearoom.  Dr. Logan West tries to cope 
with a drastic lifestyle change after gaining custody of his niece and a 
destructive dog.  A tattered Christian refugee family has fled persecution 
in war-torn Syria and is trying to make a new start in America. The Hope 
Harbor community comes together to help a family in need and in the 
process helps others learn to let go of fear and trust God. 
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The Bride of Ivy Green   (Tales from Ivy Hill #3)                 
by Julie Klassen 

 
Welcome back to the picturesque fictional English village of Ivy Hill, 
a small village where everyone knows everyone. The pace is gentle 
and slow, and life is at least somewhat simple. There's drama,  
intrigue, and excitement, but it's always very genteel and elegant, 
just like the Regency era (1820s) in which it is set. This book reminds 
one of a BBC period drama and is a fitting conclusion to the series. 
 
Once again we meet up with the ladies of Ivy Hill - Mercy, Jane, and 
Rachel along with many of the other quaint and intriguing  
characters. The themes of love, loss, and changing one’s dreams to 
fit reality play out as Mercy and Jane each work toward finding 

their personal happy ending. However, happy endings do not come without  
difficulties and some pain along the way as the characters face new challenges  
in their lives and learn to trust God in all situations. 
 
 
Under the Midnight Sun  (The Heart of Alaska #3)   
by Tracie Peterson & Kimberley Woodhouse 
 
The popular Curry Hotel continues to thrive in 1929 as more visitors 
come to Alaska and venture into the massive national park  
surrounding Denali. Tayler Hale is ahead of her time as one of the 
first women naturalists.  She has always enjoyed the great  
outdoors and loves her job as a naturalist at Yellowstone National 
Park. But, with her father's death, everything in her family has 
changed.  So she heads to Alaska for a new job and a new  
adventure.  Recent graduate Thomas Smith has returned to the 
hotel and the people he considers family. But when a woman  
naturalist comes to fill an open position, everything becomes  
complicated.  
 
The story has a strong message of putting your focus on God and not your  
circumstances, seeking Him more than anything else. Both Tayler and Thomas 
found strength and courage within the family of believers who took them in and 
loved them. As they discover new paths, they realize the importance of forgiveness  
in order to move forward. 
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A great time of fun and fellowship was had by all at our May Ladies Night Out.  It is an 
opportunity to get to know those you see on Sunday mornings.  This month left to right, 
is Rachel Volner, Ruth Volner, Maryann Oda, Vicki Fountain, Cheryl Alexander, Julie Fry, 
Suanne Harmon, Laurel Wiese, Sonnie McGuire, Pam Torbet, Jill Field, and Sara Feather 
(behind the camera).  We will take a break from our Ladies Night Out at Kneader’s for 
the next two months in order to do the Summer Family Bible studies.  The ladies will be 
doing a study by Priscilla Shirer called ONE IN A MILLION.  Every week millions of  
believers fill the pews of the church and hear about the greatness and power of God.  
They are told that they can experience it, yet few ever do.  If you hunger to experience His 
power, hear His voice, and live in the abundance promised to you, then this book is for 
you. 

We will have books for sale and sign ups in the foyer on Sunday, May 26 and on June 2.  
Make sure to sign up! 
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Join us this June!  
 

 

For more  
information  
contact  
Beth Davis  
and check us out at 
www.p31fitness.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P31 Fitness was founded on the principles of the ‘Proverbs Woman’ described in the Bible.  We  
empower women of all ages and fitness levels to experience freedom Spiritually, Mentally,  
Emotionally and Physically.  Our workouts offer variety in style, routine and format: cardiovascular 
work, weight training, kickboxing, body resistance, training, stretching and core work. 
 



 

  

We will not be meeting in June, July and August. 
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As we look back on our 2018-19 season, we remember lots of fun and fellowship at; a  
daytrip to Barleen’s AZ Opry Variety Spectacular with the widows from Christ  

Community; a musical production at Desert Christian High School; going out to eat at 
several local restaurants; plus many more activities!  But amid all of this, we found that 

we are better together.  The friendship and support are what knits us together.   
 

We will take a summer break for June, July & August, but we will be back together  
again on Wednesday, September 18th.  There will be more information about upcoming  

events in the August Torch. 
 

Have a Happy Summer! 
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Please call the church office  
(520.886.7 7 70) 

for more information  
about the Blessings Ministry. 
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Year In Review – El Camino Missionary Fellowship Heard From 
These Missionaries and Ministries in 2018-19 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

October 2018: 
Bruce and  

Janet  
Swanson 

September 2018: 
Dan and Crissy Brinker  

and Gary Roberts 

November 2018:  
Lori Navrodztke, Recovery  

Services and Richard Franco, 
Community Services from 

Hands of Hope 

December 2018:  
Roland & Jeannie Walker  

and David & Jerrine Berkey 

January 2019: 
David and Olivia Wolf February 2019: 

Nate Schafer 

March 2019:  
Roland and Jeannie Walker gave us 
an update on their Trip to Manabisa, 

Indonesia, and Bruce & Janet Swanson 
brought updates of the Short Term 

Missions trip to Malaysia 

    May 2019: 
Teen Challenge sent several  

representatives to share with us how the 
Lord (through Teen Challenge) had 

helped them get their lives changed.  
They were led by Tom Simonson, Public 
Relations Officer for the Tucson Men’s 

Center of Teen Challenge. 

April 2019: 
Terry Dalrymple from  
Global CHE Network 
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What's Happening 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the second Monday of the month for the  

July publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


