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El Camino Middle School & Youth 
 
 
 

January has passed by so fast, I can’t believe its February already, and boy are there some 
cool things happening here in Youth Ministries! 
 

This month I am really excited to announce some exciting changes to the way that we are doing 
camp scholarships this year. Rather than a bunch of smaller work projects to help our  
students earn scholarship money, we are going to be shifting our scholarship focus to a  
sponsorship model. In the upcoming months our students who are in need of scholarship funds 
will be putting together a student profile. These profiles include a small bio along with why our 
students are wanting to go to camp and what they are hoping to get out of camp. As we compile 
these profiles into a sponsorship booklet, and make them available to our church family, our 
hope is that individuals and Connect Groups in the church would come alongside our students 
to support them not only financially but also through prayer. 
 

Ultimately we are wanting to make the scholarship process more personal, fostering  
connections between our youth and the rest of the congregation. Ideally our sponsors would 
get to know the students that they are sponsoring, praying for them before, during, and after 
camp. In addition to sponsorship, our youth will be running a coffee cart on Sunday morning in 
a joint effort with some of the college students.  The proceeds of which will be used by both  
ministries.  
 

Along with these changes to scholarships, we’ll be continuing in Sunday School with our series 
about Science and the Bible. On Friday nights we’ll continue to take a look at Paul and his life 
with a study in Galatians. I’m excited to see how God is continuing to work in the lives of our  
students and how he may be using them to minister to the greater church body! 
 
In Christ, 
Danny Klingenberg, Middle School Director 
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The Three “Charms” of Church 
 
 
 

Recently I asked you, “Why do you attend El Camino?”  If a person is motivated to  
attend church already, there are three factors that “charm” him into picking a  
particular church home—the charm of the pastor, the charm of the style of music, and 
the charm of the church ambience. There are other factors, of course, such as the  
programs they offer for children and youth, but these three charms are the first we  
notice when we visit a church. Let’s look at each of these briefly and see how they  
apply to El Camino. 
 
Statistics show that the charm of the pastor is the first and most important quality in 
determining which church you attend. Do you agree with his theology? This is another 
way of saying, “Does he interpret the Bible more or less like you do on key points of 
theology?” If the answer to that question is “yes,” then how does he present the Word? 
Is it clear? Is it relevant to my life? Does it inspire worship and spiritual growth? Finally, 
is the pastor interested in the people of his flock or is he arrogant and smug in his  
interactions with his congregation? 
 
The second charm that we notice immediately upon visiting a new church is the  
musical style. And, as with all the arts, there is no right or wrong, but only matters of 
personal taste.  What tastes good to you may be sour to someone else, however. And, 
as with the pastor’s persona, the music must be presented by someone who can  
represent that style of music well, and who can himself be readily accepted by the 
congregation in that role. The person must blend well with the style of music he is  
presenting and the style he is “serving” should not be a force fit for him. In short, he 
should be a part of the culture he is representing. 
 
The third charm is the ambience of the church and church body. All churches have a 
certain feel to them.  Some just look so “churchy.”  We have all been driving cross 
country and seen a church in the distance that just looks like a church and that it just 
belongs there. Some are old, some are new, but they just fit their space, and they are 
inviting from any distance. There are churches that you enter, and they embrace you 
with a warmth that makes you feel as if you are putting on a warm, soft robe. It just fits 
your personality—an open feeling of unhurried acceptance as you enter, and you  
immediately feel that you could settle in there. 
 
How does El Camino become a warm robe of comfort to a hurting world? How do we 
rub shoulders with the unchurched and de-churched and leave them with the feeling 
that we have more of life than they presently have—that we have charms that are 
worth seeking and nurturing?  How do we show the charm of Christ’s message of 
peace, and salvation, and love in their lives, and how can they experience these 
charms too?                  
                 -Paul Davis, Elder Board 
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       El Camino Library Ministry 



 

  

9 



 

  

10 

We will be decorating sugar cookies to share with loved ones,  
playing valentine bingo, a devotional, and play a valentine game. 

 P31 Fitness was founded on the principles of the 
‘Proverbs Woman’ described in the Bible.  We  

empower women of all ages and fitness levels to 
experience freedom Spiritually, Mentally,  

Emotionally and Physically.  Our workouts offer 
variety in style, routine and format: cardiovascular 
work, weight training, kickboxing, body resistance, 

training, stretching and core work. 
 

Join us this Tuesday and Thursday!   
 

For more information contact Beth Davis  
and check us out at www.p31fitness.com. 
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Our Purpose: 
When a woman has experienced the loss of her 
spouse she finds that her life has to be redefined.  
Recovering from the losses of life is a challenge 
at any age, but starting over makes the challenge 
even greater.  “Honor widows who are widows  
indeed.” (I Timothy 5:3) 
 

As widows, we do not have the opportunities to go 
out to nice places as we did as a couple.  Now we 
will begin to meet once a month for lunch and  
fellowship.  Fresh Starts is not a support group, it 
is for the purpose of fellowship with women who 
have gone through the death of their husband. 
 

Definition of a widow: 
A woman (wife) who is living with a man (husband), 
who has died while living together.  Not a divorcee 
whose husband had died. 
 

Our regular meetings are on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month, normally at noon in C-1.  Please call 

our coordinator Barbara Lunsford with any  
questions you might have at 520.909.2887. 

 

Blessings and Welcome!! 
 

“I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy”  
Job 29:13 

We can only get our joy from HIM! 

 
Future Events 

(please come for lots of fun and fellowship) 
 
February 20th      Valentine’s Celebration 
            12:30pm in C-1.  Dessert provided  
        at 1pm, note different time. 
 
March 6th        Day Trip to Barleen AZ Opry  
         Variety Spectacular with the  
         Widows from Christ Community. 
         Transportation, lunch,  and show is    
             $43 due by the Feb. 20th  meeting.    
                                        RSVP to Barbara. 
 
March 20th       Eegee’s sub sandwiches and craft 
        12pm in C-1.  (small charge) 
 
April 17th       Catered lunch ) 
        12pm in C-1.  (small charge 
 
April         Desert Christian High School  
        Spring Drama performance. 
        (Date and time to be determined) 
 
May 15th       Meeting at Bistro on Tanque Verde 
        (Time to be determined) 
 

We will not be meeting in  
June, July and August. 
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Bible Studies 
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Pastor Tom will be leading a tour to the Holy 
Lands (Israel and Jordan) in October 2019.  An  
introductory meeting will be held on Sunday,  
February 17, 2019 at 4:00pm in West #9, to give 
some basic information about the tour.  This  
introductory meeting will be followed by several 
classes covering (1) the Geography, People and 
Culture of the Holy Land; (2) the History of the 
Holy Land (the Biblical history of the Holy Land, 
the history of the Holy Land from A.D. 100 to 1900, 
and the history of the Holy Land from 1900 to the 
present); (3) the Religions of the Holy Land;  
(4) Jordan and Petra; and (5) the Holy City of  
Jerusalem.  Everyone is welcome to attend the 
classes whether you are interested in the tour or 
not.  There will be approximately 8 classes, every 
other week.  If you plan to attend the tour, there will be a few additional classes.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Tom at thovestol@elcaminochurch.org. 
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Dear El Camino Congregation, 
 

We want to say thank you for your November food drive donations that you collected 
for our ‘God’s Bounty’ Christmas boxes!  Your donation amounted to 124 lbs of food, 
and a $20 cash donation.  With your help we were able to give out 100 well-stocked 
Christmas food boxes to families on the east side who really needed the help. 
 

Your participation through these donations helps us keep our shelves stocked so we 
can continue to give food to over 225 families per week!  We couldn’t do it without  
community support like yours; it means everything to us, so thank you so much! 
 

Debbie Welch, Coordinator 

Please contact Rick Beamish at 520.258.8667 or call the church 
office for more information on the Blessings Ministry. 
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Nate Schafer, a member of El Camino Baptist Church, has been serving in a Short Term Missions 
Support Role since 2008.  Nate takes a month long Short Term Missions trip overseas, primarily  
using his IT skills from his secular job to help missionaries with computer issues. He does this as a 
member of Wycliffe associates. With them, he has been to Chang Mai (Thailand) twice, N’Djamena 
(Chad), and the Solomon Islands (South Pacific). The Solomon Islands in the South Pacific are now his 
“regular” destination.  He has been there eight times.  Nate has helped Wycliffe set up a core  
network infrastructure at their main campus in Honiara, on the island of Guadalcanal. In addition, he 
repairs computers and laptops (replacing keyboards, memory, HDDs, screens, etc.), restores lost  
data, and cleans up viruses.  
 
This computer support work helps the Bible translators and the entire Wycliffe organization. He  
also supports Wycliffe remotely throughout the year, keeping their network up-to-date, downloading 
software repositories, off-line Windows updates and anti-virus definitions, and keeping track of their 
local backup computer. 
 
Don Gibbens, President of El Camino Missionary Fellowship, is really excited to have Nate Schafer 
sharing on Monday, February 4th at 10:30 am.  Don said, “God 
has given all of us talents and abilities that are sharable in  
fulfilling the Great Commission.  We might not be able to be ‘on 
the field’ full time, but we can share what God has given us.  
Learning where we can serve, at any age, is part of the mission 
of El Camino Missionary Fellowship.” 
 
Join us Monday, February 4th, at 10:30 am.  You can also share 
in the Potluck and “Meet and Greet” to be held at 11:30 am  
after Nate’s Presentation. 
 

Picture of Nate at his “Mission Office” in the  
Solomon Islands during his last deployment 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the third Monday of the month for the  

next month's publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


