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Why Do You Attend El Camino? 
 

Can you answer that question? What comes to your mind? Generally, it is not just one thing. I have 
been thinking about that question in connection with what El Camino’s strengths are, and, of 
course, this leads to the question of what does El Camino have to offer those seeking a church 
home? El Camino’s strengths, as you see them, may still be part of why you are here and why  
others might join us. 
 
On the other hand, the strengths that attracted you ten, fifteen or twenty years ago may not even 
exist today. Other things may have replaced them. For example, you may now be “at home” here 
with your friends of old and you may have grown very comfortable to the point that “putting El 
Camino on” each Sunday is as natural as breathing for you. Consequently, you are committed to 
El Camino and to being here for the long haul because it feels good, is reassuring, and has  
become habit forming.  
 
While it is very gratifying to the leadership to know that there is a rock-solid base who is devoted 
to the survival of El Camino, there are complications and issues that accompany a devotion born 
of habit. 
 
When we are comfortable, we don’t want to change, just as we don’t want to get out of our warm 
beds on a winter morning. Our comfort must not translate into inactivity on our part, or into the  
discomfort of those who are new to our El Camino family. “Oh, no!” I hear you say, “More of that 
constant droning about change. Groan!” Before your brain has a quake of 9.5 on the Richter  
scale and your hair catches fire, follow along with me for just a bit. 
 
Change could mean that we go in a new direction and do something radically new and different,  
or it could mean that we recognize what we do well and what traits we have that have given us our 
particular El Camino bent that sets us apart from Calvary Chapel or Christ Community, and then 
we can strive to perfect those traits and do them better—that is change, too, and a change that 
most of El Camino would embrace with open arms. 
 
It has been known for years (outside church gatherings) that trying to imitate a leader who is well 
established in his area of the market is very likely to lead the newcomer to disaster. Typically, the 
newcomer can’t perform as well as the dominate leader he is following, and he does not have deep 
enough pockets to experiment and learn before the money runs out—he lacks “staying power.”  
Put your first investment dollars into perfecting what you already do well and then do it better. 
Make sure others know what you have to offer and how it is different from your competitors.  This is 
a much surer way to success than an attempt to rebrand yourself in the image of the leaders. 
 

Translating this human trait into a church setting goes like this: El Camino is not Calvary or Christ 

Community. We have never offered the same fare they do, and if we try to compete with them in 

their areas of strength, we will fail. We are different, and the decline in our church population may 

not be the result of our difference being out of vogue; it may be the result of our not executing well 

in our unique niche and not being focused on outreach to our community. Not being relevant with 

God’s Word in our community is not unique to El Camino; it is a major reason the Christian church 

has declined to about eight percent in America. I will address this further in the next Torch Article, 

but in the meantime, why do you choose to attend El Camino? 

               -Paul Davis, Elder Board 



 

  

5 

El Camino Youth 
January is one of my favorite months of the year! I love the feeling of freshness that January 
brings.  It’s the feeling you get when you open up a brand new notebook or journal. Looking at 
the blank pages there’s a sense of excitement and opportunity, knowing that this notebook 
could be anything you want. You are free to write or draw out anything you want, it is unspoiled, 
pure potential! 
 
In a lot of ways that’s the situation our church is finding itself in. As we look for a new pastor, we 
have the opportunity to reinvent ourselves and re-evaluate.  We have the freedom to be bold in 
our ideas and try things that may not have been done before, we have the potential to be or do 
anything.  
 
On a more personal level, as I take the Middle School Youth into the new year I feel that same 
excitement. I can’t wait to see what God is going to do with our volunteer staff, how He is going 
to use them to work in the lives of our students, and what He is going to teach us as we walk 
through the new year together. 
 
Starting this January Middle School students are going to be learning about Paul on Friday 
nights.  We will  be following him on his first missionary journey as he travels through Cyprus 
and Galatia (that is modern day Turkey), all the while learning that God is powerful and he  
empowers us to boldly live out our faith every day! On Sunday mornings fellow church member 
Tom Kabel will be leading us through the beginning of Genesis to see how our faith confirms 
and correlates with science rather than standing over and against it. 
 
Thank you again for all of your prayer and support. 
In Christ, 
Danny Klingenberg 
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       El Camino Library Ministry 
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Bible Studies 
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Rick and Joan Beamish have been tirelessly 
picking up donations of food from Chick-Fil-A 
and Pizza Hut and packaging it to deliver to 
those in need and shut-ins from El Camino.   
 
Do you have a heart for helping others in 
need?  Do you have an hour or two to spare 
once or twice a week?   

 
 
 
 

Please contact Rick Beamish at 520.258.8667 
or call the church office. 

 

You have the opportunity to serve  
and bless others! 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the third Monday of the month for the  

next month's publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


