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Why Does El Camino Matter? 
Can you answer that question? What would you say? Why does El Camino matter to you? To 
whom do we matter in our community? Do we help some group or other? How do we matter to 
our young people? Do we know if they think we are valuable to them? If so, in what way is 
church valuable to them? In what way does El Camino matter to our older people? Why do  
they choose El Camino over Calvary Chapel or Christ Community for example?  
 

How do we matter to our shut-ins? How often do our shut-ins get visits from El Camino folks? 
Do they get Communion on a regular basis, or are our shut-ins “Out of sight and out of mind?” 
  
Is there anything that El Camino Church offers our community that the other churches around 
us do not? Do we do some things better, more often, or in a more meaningful way than the 
churches around us? 
 

Are there things that other churches in our area are doing so much better than we are that we 
should concede their superiority and stop wasting our resources on endeavors where we are 
totally outclassed? 
 

When we think of outreach to our community, there are three categories of people that come 
to mind—the church goers and the never-church goers, and the sometimes church goers. 
Those who regularly go to church may occasionally move to another church. When they come 
to El Camino in their quest for a new church home, we try to make them feel welcome, just as we 
should. However, this is not making gains for Christ, this is putting the “sheep” under a new 
earthly shepherd . 
 

Then there is the category of people who don’t go to church at all. They can be seen along the 
roads on Sunday mornings riding their bikes and jogging or sitting in a coffee shop sipping 
their coffee and tormenting their cell phones. Many of these people have little or no 
knowledge of Christianity and why there is anything in it for them. Yet these are the ones 
Christ told us to reach—these are the hard ones! Other than door-to-door evangelism, how 
do we reach these individuals? That is the question! 
 

Others in our community have had some religious upbringing at some stage of their lives, and 
they haven’t quite thrown it off altogether. On Easter and Christmas, they attend a church 
somewhere to accomplish who knows what. Maybe they feel the tug for a short spiritual  
shower every now and then, or they may think they are good enough most of the time—"I’m not 
really a bad person” they may say—but for whatever the reason, they do not attend church on 
other occasions.   
 

These people are an opportunity for ministry because they come to us twice a year. How can 
we rekindle their interest in the spiritual? This is an opportunity that we need to address, but 
how? The Living Lord’s Supper was an attempt to do this, but it led to few conversions to Christ 
and no significant increase in attendance for El Camino. It was spiritual entertainment for  
believers. 
 

What does El Camino mean to you and why should it matter to others? We would love to hear 
your ideas.               
                   -Paul Davis, Elder Board 
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El Camino Youth 
 
I am so excited to be joining the El Camino Staff as the new Middle School Director! There 
are a lot of exciting things happening here and I am really excited to be a part of them. As I 
step into this new role I want to share with you a little bit of the vision I have for our Middle 
School program going forward. We all want to see our youth grow in their relationship with 
God. We want to see them grow in the knowledge of how much He loves them, how big His 
plans are for them, and that He is going to walk with them through all the hard times ahead. 
We want to see them forming godly relationships not only with their peers but also with  
godly adults and mentors who can help point them in the right direction when they are 
starting to lose their way. These are the kind of things I want to pass on to our middle 
schoolers going through our youth program by emphasizing discipleship through  
relationship.  
 
Another thing we want to do in our youth ministry is to support you, the parents and family 
of our youth. If there is anything we can do to aid you and your family as you raise your 
youth here at El Camino, please let us know! We want to get to know you and build  
relationship not only with your youth but also with your whole family.  
 
As we move forward toward the end of the year, please be praying that we find an adult 
female small group leader to join our volunteer staff. As work schedules have shifted and 
life situations have changed moving some of our volunteers out of the youth department, 
we find ourselves needing strong female volunteer youth leaders for our Friday night youth 
program.  
 
Thank you so much for supporting us with your prayers! 
Danny Klingenberg 
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     Upcoming Events 
December 2nd Awana     December 12th  GNC 
December 5th Good News Clubs    December 16th Awana 
December 7th      Wildside Preteen Youth Group  December 19th GNC 
December 8th YPC Rehearsal    December 21st Wildside 
December 9th Young People’s Choir Musical  December 23rd  NO Awana 
December 9th Awana     December 26th NO GNC 
         December 30th NO Awana 
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Bible Studies at El Camino 
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Rick and Joan Beamish have been tirelessly 
picking up donations of food from Chick-Fil-A 
and Pizza Hut and packaging it to deliver to 
those in need and shut-ins from El Camino.   
 
Do you have a heart for helping others in 
need?  Do you have an hour or two to spare 
once or twice a week?   

 
 
 
 
Please contact Rick and Joan Beamish at 
520.258.8667 or call the church office. 
 

You have the opportunity to serve  
and bless others! 
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El Camino Missionary Fellowship Presents a Double Bill: 
 

Roland & Jeannie Walker 
Roland and Jeannie Walker will be giving a short presentation about their return trip to the  
area they served and sharing specific prayer requests. 
 

David & Jerrine Berkey 
David and Jerrine Berkey have been with WorldVenture in Venezuela since 1992. They live and 
work in Caracas, where they are involved in church planting and development. The challenges 
are many in this place of severe shortages, hyper-inflation, crime and corruption. 
 

David works at developing leaders, teaching, making disciples, sharing his faith, and training 
young musicians to sing, play and lead worship. David is currently serving as pastor of the El 
Puente church (The Bridge). Jerrine participates in home Bible studies, serves in children's 
Sunday School, and focuses on reaching out to women.  
 

The Berkeys are working to help the El Puente church grow to be healthy and independent, with 
their own leadership and place of worship. The church recently purchased storefront space 
that is being remodeled as a meeting place. Their hope is that it can become a center of  
outreach to their part of this mega-city, where very few are evangelical Christians.  
 

    When:  Monday, December 3rd, 2018 
    Where:  D Building 
    Time:  10:15 AM       NOTE TIME CHANGE! 
   Potluck Lunch-Meet and Greet after Presentations  11:30 am 

Hope to see you there! 

Don Gibbens 
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An introduction to Andrew (Andy) & Ballard Orr’s ministry with  
The Navigators at Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

El Camino Baptist recently was given an amazing opportunity when Andrew and his wife, Ballard, applied for  
support as one of our missionaries.  It is not often that a church has a homegrown missionary and it is certainly a 
privilege to be their “sending church!”  Andy grew up attending El Camino and Desert Christian HS.  Then he went 
on to Westpoint, Army Ranger and Airborne School- serving as an Active Duty Officer until 2017.  You may have 
seen the picture in our Veteran’s Day Salute of Jim Orr (Air Force), his older son Matthew (Marines) and Andrew 
(Army)!  The GO Team has the task of receiving and reading and praying over all applications for ministry  
support.  We have been blessed to be asked to partner with some truly gifted and committed servants of God and 
we would put Andy & Ballard into that category!   
 

Below are some “questions and answers” I was able to exchange with Andy & Ballard so that you can get to know 
them a little better.  Having had the joy of watching Andy grow up with our sons, we sometimes forget that many of 
you may not know him as well.  Read on…. 
 

Sharing their personal testimonies: 
Andrew-  I put my faith in Christ while part of El Camino’s Youth Ministry around the age of 12. I decided that day 
to commit myself fully to the Lord. In college I joined a Bible study with The Navigators, where I was established in 
the basic disciplines of following Christ. While there I learned to share the gospel and lead Bible studies on  
campus and in the barracks. Early during my time in the Army, my wife and I developed a vision for training  
generations of God’s laborers to reach all people for Jesus Christ. With the Army, I’ve gone to Georgia, North 
Carolina, Texas, Afghanistan, and Korea with the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ among soldiers and 
their families. While God has given me countless verses and passages to spur me on, I’ve been most motivated 
by Revelation 5:12. “…worthy is the Lamb Who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!” This is why we do what we do. 
 

Ballard-  I knew I wanted to trust Christ for salvation early on in my life, around the age of 5. Throughout high 
school and college, I truly discovered what it meant for Jesus to be not only my Savior, but also my Lord. In  
college, one of the first lordship decisions I had to make was to be content in my singleness. If God called me to 
be single the rest of my life, then I could be content with that because Jesus is worthy. Thankfully God brought my 
husband into my life, who has helped me grow tremendously in the Lord. After getting married, I joined Andrew in 
his work to reach soldiers and their families as we both learned the importance of intentional relationships and a 
vision for generations of Christ’s disciples to reach the world for Jesus. I am continually encouraged by  
Lamentations 3:22-23, “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are 
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” 
 

How did you and Ballard meet? First date?  Favorite activities?   
Ballard’s brother and I went through infantry training, Ranger School, and Airborne School together. On  
Sundays, we would visit the Basic Trainees to lead Bible studies with them after chapel. One afternoon, Ballard’s 
brother brought Ballard to a BBQ following our Sunday Bible Study. We soon hit it off, and we wrote letters back 
and forth throughout Ranger School. In fact, our second date was my Ranger School graduation, with both sets 
of parents, numerous siblings, grandparents, aunts, and uncles! Our favorite activities are gathering with friends 
and families from the ministry here, camping, and gardening. I enjoy hiking with the boys. Ballard enjoys crafts 
around the house. 
 

When did you know that God was calling you to Navigator ministry? 
Though our time in the Active Duty Army had been spiritually fruitful, it became more and more clear to us that we 
needed to make ourselves more available to focus on the soldiers and their families who were eager to grow in 
their walk with Christ. We wrestled with whether to do this in a full-time capacity or whether to find a civilian job 
while partnering part-time with the ministry at Fort Bragg. So, we committed to spend our first 40 days here  
throwing ourselves full-time into the work of the ministry, to see if there was a need for a full-time Navigators Staff. 
If at the end of those 40 days we determined he could work a regular job while effectively ministering here,  
Andrew would gladly do so. Well, during those 40 days, we found ourselves as busy as we’ve ever been. In fact, it 
wasn’t until around day 50 that we remembered to stop and reevaluate! God has placed many men and women 
here that are eager to know Christ deeply and to make Him known to others— we love being a part of training 
them to serve Christ for a lifetime. Over this past year, we believe God has continued to affirm in our lives the 
need for full-time staff with The Navigators, and we are both thrilled and humbled to be a part of God’s work here.  
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The harvest truly is plentiful on Fort Bragg, and God continues to answer our appeals for Him to raise up and 
send more laborers into that harvest.  
 

Share a funny family story?  
While living in Texas, we were able to open our home to foster children. I (Andrew) was working very long hours, 
leaving Ballard to care for four children, three years old and younger. One Saturday, I sent Ballard to a coffee 
shop to recharge while I watched all four children. Ballard had told me how challenging it was to take all four 
children out on errands, but I figured it couldn’t be that hard. So, I decided to take the children to the Post  
Exchange to grab an item for our vegetable garden. As soon as we entered the store, our son, Micah, stopped to 
grab a ball from the shelf. I corrected him and put the ball back only to discover our other son, Eli, had  
disappeared. I frantically ran around the store with three kids in tow, asking people to block off exits while I 
looked up and down the aisles for Eli. Finally, I heard a voice over the intercom announce “Would Andrew please 
come to customer service?” I picked up Eli from customer service, put the kids back in the car, and determined 
my wife is, in fact, a superhero.  
  

Tell us at least one quality or gift you admire in each other? And a quality you hope to nurture in your boys? 
Andrew: I most admire Ballard’s compassion for others, coupled with her discernment in how to love those in 
need.  
Ballard: I admire Andrew’s zeal for God’s work and passion to see others grow in Christ.  
Both: As parents, our desire is that our children would love the Lord more than anything else, set their faces like 
a flint on seeking His Kingdom and His Righteousness, and that God would use them powerfully to advance the 
gospel and make disciples among the nations.  
 

Your favorite junk food?  Vacation spot?  Coffee, tea or hot chocolate?  Anything else that reveals who you are! 
Junk Food? Ballard’s favorite junk food is rocky-road ice cream, while Andrew is confident that Oreo Cookies 
remain the best snack around.  
Vacation Spot? We love to travel west to the Appalachians or east to beaches here in North Carolina. 
Coffee, Tea, or Hot Chocolate? Ballard enjoys a good latte, while Andrew goes for black coffee by the pot.  
Anything else? We are blown away that God allows us not only to minister to His children, but allows us to do it as 
a family. We joke that we should install a revolving door on our house, with people constantly coming and going. 
What an enormous blessing to team together in reaching the world for Christ, one soldier and family at a time! 
 

I hope you have enjoyed getting to know them a bit more and have seen a glimpse into their hearts for ministry.   
One of the questions in our church application asks about ‘past ministry experiences that confirm spiritual gifts 
and prepared them for this mission field’ and this was Andy’s answer: ”While in the Active Duty Army, I saw every 
day as a ministry opportunity.  Through leading individuals and small groups in their walk with Christ, I was able 
to regularly teach and exhort.  The general feedback I have received is that I am gifted with the ability to clearly 
articulate Biblical truths in ways that are both understandable and actionable.  This gift has served me daily in 
our current ministry as I am daily afforded the opportunity to teach others and exhort them towards love and 
good works.”  I know that Andy’s answer inspires me to see every day as a ministry opportunity and so very 
thankful to partner with this couple as they serve God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 
 
We hope to have a formal commissioning via “skype” after 
the holidays.  Please be in prayer for the Orrs as they  
continue to seek prayer and financial partners for this  
ministry AND expect the arrival of their 3rd son in the next 
couple of weeks!  If you would like to send them a note of  
Encouragement, ‘welcome,’ or just want to introduce  
yourself- I have included their address below.  Thank you for 
your faithfulness to ECBC as that is what allows us to partner 
with these amazing servants and spread the love of God  
outside our church and city limits! 
 
Your Co-laborer,   Andy & Ballard Orr 
Karri Crabbe    364 Windover Drive 
GO Team- Missionary Care  Raeford, NC  28376 
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       El Camino Library Ministry 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the third Monday of the month for the  

next month's publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


