
 

 

 

10 Assurances to Re-Remember When All You See is Despair 
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El Camino as Art 
 
In Michelangelo’s day, an artist was always apprenticed to some master artist with whom he 
learned his craft. Often, this apprenticeship began at an early age and lasted for years in some 
cases. Michelangelo had such apprentices who painted the backgrounds for many of his panels 
in the Sistine Chapel. These artisans were already accomplished craftsmen and allowed the     
master time to paint the stunning figures that we all so admire today. 
 

El Camino is a work of “art,” also, a painting by a master craftsman—God! God himself is the      
master craftsman and knows how His finished work should look, how it should appear from a       
distance to our community, and how it should look when viewed up close. HE knows what the 
“viewer’s part” (as discussed in the last Torch article) should be. HE knows what our part should    
be in HIS masterwork. 
 

We, the members of El Camino, are apprentices to the MASTER, and it is our job to do HIS bidding, 
to paint the background for the Master Painter as HE crafts HIS masterwork at El Camino. HE 
knows how El Camino should look for HIS future work in our community. HE knows where the points 
of contrast should be between us and the great churches around us. HE knows our unique             
capabilities and will craft HIS Masterwork using these unique capabilities. In the areas where we 
are weak, HE will teach us, give us courage to stretch beyond our comfort zone, and, in time, turn us 
into HIS prized craftsmen to mold and shape our community in HIS image.  
 

One of the characteristics of an apprentice is that he is always learning from and doing the will of 
his mentor. The apprentice knows that he has much to learn to perfect his own unique talents, and 
that his talents can be made great by following the instruction of his teacher-guide.  
 

As apprentices to God, we have much to learn about painting the background canvas for God’s 
work in our community. God knows how El Camino should look to be a magnet for HIM in our      
community. God’s Word is the centerpiece of HIS work on the El Camino canvas, but just as with 
the paintings on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, HIS work cannot be completed without competent 
apprentices doing their part on the background canvas of El Camino. 
 

What are our jobs as apprentices for Him? We must believe that the Master Painter can craft a 
masterpiece of El Camino, and that HE can make master background painters of all of us if we     
respect HIS leading and apply ourselves to HIS instruction. 
 

We must be willing to accept the tasks necessary for success and apply ourselves diligently. As 
Michelangelo once said, “Trifles make perfection, and perfection is no trifle.” There are many   
seeming trifles in the background work of our beloved El Camino. Volunteering to help in the 
nursery, teaching in a Connect group, greeting visitors to our foyer, counting the offering, serving 
in the youth department as surrogate mothers and fathers who can speak into young lives on    
topics where parents’ voices have grown stale. 
 

Just as the Sistine Chapel could never have been painted by Michelangelo alone without his  
background artists, God cannot paint HIS masterwork on El Camino without us as HIS hands and 
feet in HIS work. Join your leadership in painting the background for God’s El Camino                      
Masterpiece. Serve HIM with passion!                                                —Paul Davis II 
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Youth Program in Transition . . . 
 

There are changes going on in the Youth Department that affect both Middle School and High 
School groups. I will attempt to answer the key questions about these changes. We are in the 
early stages of this transition and are still putting the details together. We will elaborate more 
later. 
 
What is happening? Kyle Yeager has resigned as youth director and has taken a job in the 
food management business. His management skills will be very welcome at Sauce—go by and 
wish him well sometime.  
 
Why is he quitting?  Kyle feels that God is leading him to reach his own generation  
(the millennials) and that he is better qualified to meet those needs. His resignation as youth  
director was necessary to make him more effective in that future ministry.  
 
When is it happening?  Kyle’s last working day was Monday, October 15th. He has already  
begun working at his new job and we wish him every success and God’s richest blessings in  
his future. 
 
How is Youth Ministry to function during the interim?  
 Friday & Sunday evening Middle School and High School programs will be on hiatus until 

November 4th.  Additional announcements will be made over the coming weeks. 
 

 Danny Klingenberg will lead the Middle School Ministry. Danny has some very good ideas 
for building relationships with those in this age group. He will be coordinating with Kristen 
Duran to provide a seamless transition for our kids from Elementary School into Middle 
School. Danny loves kids and loves teaching God’s Word—He will be great in this role. All 
we lack is a female sponsor or two to offer their love and guidance to the youth. 
 

 High school will continue Sunday mornings with Pastor Tom teaching our youth.  We  
encourage youth to come and bring their friends as Pastor Tom leads in a unique study  
of his own. They will learn about themselves while learning about God in their lives. 
 

 Over the next several weeks leadership will be looking at several models for the High School 
youth group that will include both Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings. The pace of this 
activity depends considerably on finding caring, concerned youth sponsors.  
If you are interested in being a 
youth sponsor that can help 
shape these young lives, please 
contact either Pastor Hoss or me. 
 

We can all look forward to exciting 
days ahead as the youth program  
regroups and grows in its outreach.   
 
                           —Paul Davis II 



 

 

 
We are up to our 9th week of Awana and it’s been a  
wonderful experience working with the kids!! On  
September 30th, we had Crazy Hair night and many 
of the kids participated and even several of the 
adults participated! We had 67 kids that night and, 
as seen in this picture, almost all of them  
participated. 

On Sunday, October 7th, our Sunday morning preschoolers learned about David and Goliath and 
were able to use slingshots to sling “rocks” at the Goliath on the wall, wonderfully drawn by  
Assistant Director for Preschool, Ruthie Goltz. It looks like they had a great time!! 
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During Good News Club, on October 3rd, we passed out t-shirts to the kids and we passed out  
Bibles on October 24th. In Young People’s Choir, the kids are learning the songs of the musical 
and beginning to learn the motions as well! They seem to be enjoying the songs!  
 
During Wildside, on September 21st, we played a game where we showed the kids that we are all 
connected because of similar interests, but mainly because we are all children of God. On 
October 5th, we learned that God leads us no matter what and we learned about a woman named 
Deborah who God used to lead Israel. During game time we played scooter soccer and the kids 
had a blast!! 
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Bible Studies at El Camino 
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El Camino Missionary Fellowship will be hosting Lori Navrodztke, Recovery Services 
Manager, and Richard Franco, Community Services Director from Hands of Hope on 
Monday, November 5th at the Speaker time of 10:30am. 
 
Hands of Hope Tucson is a faith-based non-profit organization that provides free  
services to women facing unplanned pregnancy, prevention services to youth and 
families, and recovery services for men and women struggling with an abortion            
experience.   
 
Hands of Hope is one of the local ministries which El Camino Baptist Church has    
supported.  In fact, their administrative offices are across the parking lot, close at 
hand!  Hands of Hope Ministry‘s verse is:  “We love because He first loved us.” From         
I John 4:19.  They are continuing to expand this ministry, and we want to be able to        
intelligently and fervently pray with them. 
 
The regular Monthly Missionary Fellowship Meeting is held on the first Monday of the 

month in C and D Pod.  At 9:00am we will be doing the “Popper Project” for Nogales 

Baptist Seminary, making candy Christmas Gift Rolls.  We want to try to finish up a     

total of 350 “Poppers” for the Seminary.  We have about 150 or so completed, so with 

some willing hands, we will complete them this time.  At 10:30am we will be having Lori 

and Richard sharing, and then at 11:30am we will have a potluck lunch. 

Hope to see you there! 

Don Gibbens 



 

  

New to  

El Camino? 

Please fill out information card in the      
Welcome Packet in the back of the Worship 
Center chairs, at the Greeter's Desk, or call 

the church office 886-7770 ext. 19.     
 

Sign up for a Newcomers Class to find out 
who we are and what we offer 

at the Greeter’s Desk!  
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Do you have time once or twice a 

month to help deliver meals? 

 

An hour or two of your time will 

bless others! 

 

Contact  

Rick and Joan Beamish  

520.258.8667 
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Why not join us? 
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What's Happening 
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At El Camino 



 

  

The Torch  is a publication for the 

 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church. 

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710 

Phone: (520) 886-7770 
 

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the 

church office.  Torch articles are due no later 

than the third Monday of the month for the next 

month's publication.  
  

El Camino reserves the right to edit  

articles and graphics for publication purposes.   


