
 

 

 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come."  2 Corinthians  5:17 

The Lost Art of Repentance: 

The Key to Being Truly  

Refreshed and Restored 
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What ever happened to repentance? 

"If thought corrupts language, language can also corrupt 

thought." – George Orwell 

There is no denying that the way we communicate affects the 

way we think. Recently, I have been thinking about the word 

'repentance.' 

Sometimes, the biggest problems facing the church don't  

originate with what we believe, but in the words we use to  

express what we believe. 

Words themselves, and meanings behind those words, can 

make a big difference in what we do, how we do it, and will 

impact the way we interact with God, one another, and the 

community around us. 

We have seen how words like 'evangelical' are beginning to 

take on new meanings in today's culture, but other words are 

simply not being heard much at all. One word in particular 

that was once a regular part of church vocabulary is             

repentance. Yet, in a time when the church desperately needs 

to hear, consider, and proclaim the true meaning of that word, 

I don't hear it very often. 

"From that time on Jesus began to preach, 'Repent, for the  

kingdom of heaven has come near.'” Matthew 4:17 

"We would all do well to consider the 

word 'repentance." 

There is little doubt that the world is in bad shape: scandals 

rock our denominations, Christian leaders attack each other 

on social media, politics divide us, schools are unsafe,    

families are broken, morality is all but lost, and we as a    

society are desperately trying to determine how to fix it. 

Yet at least part of the answer may be right in front of us. 

As we seek out 'what Jesus would do,' what Christians 

should do, and what society could do in response to the  

issues of today, we would all do well to consider the word 

'repentance.' 

 

"We were not regularly challenged 

with the need to repent." 

Many years ago, I was an average teenager growing up in 

the church. Back then, we were not regularly challenged 

with the need to repent, but instead were often given       

opportunities to 'rededicate our life to Christ.' 

'Rededicate' is one of those words that sounds great but 

doesn't really hold much meaning. I say that because a lot of 

us teens back then found ourselves rededicating our lives on 

a fairly regular basis. 

Why? We had accepted Christ and wanted to live for Him. 

Still, we felt we weren't getting that done, and so we         

rededicated ourselves every now and then hoping it would 

somehow work this time around. 

The problem was that this process never really changed  

anything. 



 

 

2 

"What really needed to happen was not re-dedication, but repentance." 

Years later, I realized that one main reason for this ineffective practice was the word itself: what really needed to happen was not 

re-dedication, but repentance. 

Rededicate seems to say, I will try harder this time around. Tomorrow I'll do better. I can fix it. I want a redo. 

Repent seems to say, I'm a sinner and I simply can't do it in my own strength. I choose to lay my sin at the cross in full humility. I 

choose to totally change directions. Please, Lord, give me a refreshed life. 

Repentance doesn't have anything to do with trying to change. It has to do with turning away from our destructive selfish        

inclinations and turning towards Christ. It involves dying to our old self and finding life in Jesus. Repentance is a 'go and sin no 

more,' clean slate concept. 

"Repent then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord." Acts 3:19 

Repentance brings times of refreshing, and times of refreshing are what the world sorely needs right now. 

 

"Refreshing only happens through repentance." 

What the Church needs. 

What we all need. 

Somewhere in our search for refreshing we latched on to this idea that we could just drop Jesus into the midst of our busy lives, 

add a Christian twist to our pre-existing self-help methods, and this would magically make us better. Happier. 

Refreshed. 

Yet Jesus tells us that refreshing only happens through repentance. He tells us to daily take up our cross and follow Him, to offer 

ourselves as a living sacrifice, and to die to self. Instead of trying to figure out what is popular, what is trending, and what might 

work better; we should be denying ourselves and allowing Him to shine through us. We should long for all our sins to be wiped 

away, not just to be given another try at sinning less. 

 

"Without repentance, we fail." 

The key to having everything we want and need is tied up in the word repentance. 

Without repentance, we fail. 

We fail to change. 

We fail to be refreshed or bring refreshing. 

We fail when we seek to build solutions to our problems on shaky foundations that cannot hold and secure them. 

We fail when we seek peace, compassion and unity without first acknowledging the Prince of Peace. 

We fail when we try to reap the benefits of Christianity without offering the sacrifice Christianity calls for. 

We fail when we seek out an end to the sin in our lives while still holding on to that sin. 

We fail to impact a fallen culture when we look shockingly similar to that culture. 

We fail to build the Kingdom of Christ when we are overly concerned with fitting into the kingdom of this world. 

When we fail to repent, we fail to be refreshed or to bring refreshing. 

But when we truly offer all we are to Christ, truly humble ourselves before him, truly repent and truly follow him, we can't fail. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+3:19
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"The lost art of repentance is waiting to be restored again." 

Perhaps now is a good time for each of us to take a good, hard look at the things we do and why we do them. From our broken 

practices, to our pop culture fascination, to the very language we use when we talk about our faith and our belief. Now is the 

time to pray for repentance, and to pray for Christ to be honored in us, through us and around us. 

The lost art of repentance is waiting to be restored again. It is only after kneeling at the cross that we can stand for what is true. 

It is only when we repent that our hearts of stone are broken, and we can truly be restored, refreshed, and made whole. 

Jason Soroski is a pastor, homeschool dad, musician and author of A Journey to Bethlehem: Inspiring Thought for Christmas and 

Hope for the New Year. Connect on Twitter or at JasonSoroski.net. 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Bethlehem-Inspiring-Thoughts-Christmas-ebook/dp/B01HEDQXGA
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Bethlehem-Inspiring-Thoughts-Christmas-ebook/dp/B01HEDQXGA
https://twitter.com/Soroski
https://jasonsoroski.net/
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Bethlehem-Inspiring-Thoughts-Christmas-ebook/dp/B01HEDQXGA
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Hearts of the Fathers: Leaving a Legacy that Lasts     (Charles Crismier) 

     America is rapidly becoming an absentee father society with approximately  

25 percent of children under the age of eighteen being raised without a father.   

In response to the cultural degradation and as a call to men to step up to the plate  

and be the men they are called to be, this book presents a biblical response to the  

unanswered crisis of fatherlessness gripping America. It is a passionate response to the Father’s  

end-time warning that the hearts of the fathers will never be truly turned toward their children, nor 

will the hearts of the children be turned toward their fathers, until the hearts of the fathers are truly turned back 

to the heavenly Father.  

 

 

 
 

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy     (Eric Metaxas) 

        As Adolf Hitler and the Nazis seduced a nation, bullied a continent, and  

attempted to exterminate the Jews of E urope, a small number of dissidents  

and saboteurs worked to dismantle the Third Reich from the inside. One of  

these was Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a pastor and author, known as much for such  

spiritual classics as The Cost of Discipleship, as for his 1945 execution in a  

concentration camp for his part in the plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler. 

        Using previously unavailable documents, Metaxas takes two strands of Bonhoeffer's  

life - the theologian and the spy - to tell the story of incredible moral courage in the face  

of monstrous evil.  This book brings the reader face to face with a man determined to do  

the will of God radically, courageously, and joyfully - even to the point of death. 

 

 

 

 

 

FICTION 

Civil War Heroines                (Mary Ellis) 

 #1 The Quaker and the Rebel          #2 The Lady and the Officer  
 

        This Civil War historical series tells the stories of brave women in times of  

testing and the men who love them: 

        Book 1 - Working as a governess in Virginia at the time of the Civil War, Emily  

Harrison decides to continue her parents' work in the Underground Railroad. Her  

employer's nephew, though, has other ideas due to his loyalty to the Confederacy  

as well as his alias, the Gray Wraith.  

        Book 2 - Madeline Howard is a widow from the North.  Although she has to 

move south to live with family in Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy, her  

heart stays in the North.  After she overhears plans for a Confederate attack, she  

is torn between wanting to be loyal to those who care for her and wanting to help  

the man she believes is on the right side of the conflict. 
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 The Heart of Alaska series              (Tracie Peterson and Kimberley Woodhouse) 

 #1 In the Shadow of Denali                   #2 Out of the Ashes 

 

        The series is set in the 1920’s in Curry, Alaska, on the Alaska Railroad,  

as the Curry Hotel is preparing for a visit from President Harding to dedicate  

the new Mount McKinley National Park. Historic details include early attempts  

to summit Mt. McKinley/Denali, daily operation of the Curry Hotel, and the  

railway responsible for delivering visitors into such a remote region of the  

Alaska Territory.  There are twists and turns, interesting characters, and the  

underlying theme of the gospel message and God’s healing power. 

 

 

.  

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

A Question of Faith      (Pure Flix) 

 

 

        Pastor David is a loving husband and father, set to take over his dad's church  

while neglecting promises he's made to his 12-year-old son, Eric. Kate is a  

spiritually driven single-parent and owner of a local restaurant, but her daughter  

Maria is a free-spirited teenager aspiring to be the first in her family to go to college.  

John, the owner of a failing construction company, sees his daughter Michelle's  

fledgling singing career as a way out of financial trouble. 

        All three families find themselves at a crossroads, questioning their faith and the God who guides their 

lives. As each family member deals with these issues, their worlds begin to intertwine. This leads to a chain of 

events which unknowingly brings the three families closer together. Starring cast includes T.C Stallings 

(Courageous, War Room) and C. Thomas Howell (Woodlawn). Rated PG.  

DVDs 

Genesis: Paradise Lost – Part 1       (Creation Today) 

 

      This is the first film to bring the events of Creation Week and Adam and Eve’s  

time in the Garden of Eden to life with cutting-edge cinematography and biblical  

accuracy.  Woven throughout the animated scenes of creation are interviews  

with top scientists and theologians who explain how science confirms the history  

we find in Genesis. There is an increasing attack on the Bible's teaching that God  

created the heavens and the earth. It is a battleground discussion that most  

Christians are unprepared for. This film has the potential to be a wonderful conversation-starter and evangelis-

tic tool for Christians to use with their skeptical friends or even fellow believers who reject the historicity of 

Genesis. 

        First shown in theaters nationwide, this film is now available in this 4-disc set that includes Blu-ray 3D, 

Blu-ray 2D, DVD, and a DVD with bonus features. 

 

https://assets.answersingenesis.org/img/prod/primary/lg/30-0-004.jpg
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Bible and Book studies will begin again 
in September.   

Stay tuned for details! 
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Ladies Night Out will be taking a summer break during 

June and July. 

We will resume August 14th 

6:30 pm at  

Kneader's 135 S. Wilmot 
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Are you missing….. 

Shirts 

Shoes 

Glasses 

Lunch boxes 

Water bottles 

Bracelets 

We have these things and many more! 
 

Contact the office to check for your 
missing items. 
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The meetings include: 
 
9:00 am      Projects-work on items such as quilts, purses, Gospel bracelets 
                                                       
10:30 am   Promotion and Prayer for the Ministry of the speaker 

 
11:30 am     Potluck Meal-Bring food and prepare to enjoy food and fellowship 

We're taking a break this summer! 

Meetings will resume in the fall. 

 

Watch for dates and times! 



 

  

Why not join us? 

12 

For those who are single or  
single again 

Want to join in corporate prayer and 
fellowship?   

Tuesday nights through July 10 in 
conjunction with  

 Family Fun Nights 
 

Resumes Wednesday nights July 11. 
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 Ministry Appreciation for Diane Yeager 
 Please join us on Sunday, July 15 to joyfully celebrate Diane Yeager as she  

 transitions into a new position at Family Life Academy. She has worked at  

 El Camino  for 15 1/2 years.  Through those years she’s made a tremendous  

 impact on the children that have grown up in Children’s Ministry and on the 

 teachers and helpers she has mentored. Diane is a woman who has made an 

 eternal difference in our lives and we are grateful for the time we’ve had with 

 her! El Camino has been mightily blessed by her years of service, her dedication 

 to seeing the Gospel presented to as many people as possible, and her abundant 

 love for our children and their families.  She led Family Ministries with such love 

 and faith that we want to send her into her next job with as much love, prayers 

 and support as we are able. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Summer Science Camp 
 Summer Science Camp was held here at El Camino the week of June 11-15.  This  
 science inspired VBS, called BASIC Elements, offered a wonderful opportunity to  
 engage and teach children, many of them unchurched, about science and the  
 BASICs of Christian faith.  The children (& adult volunteers) had a fantastic time 
 making and launching rockets, creating chemical reactions, and worshiping  
 together through songs from Yancy and Lantern Music.   
 
 There were 88 children, 1st-8th 
 grade, who attended camp and a 
 total of 31 preschoolers. Four 
 children made the decision to 
 trust and accept Jesus Christ as 
 their personal Savior.  We  
 appreciate your prayers for them, 
 and for their families, as they 
 grow spiritually and discover how 
 to live by God’s Word!  
  

Ministering to Families with Children 

from Birth through 5th Grade 
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 The Friday night finale was a time of fellowship and for children to share, with 
 family and friends, all they had learned throughout the week.  The Gospel  
 Message was presented by Diane Yeager and it is our deepest desire that  
 everyone left knowing Jesus loves them! 
 
 Thank you to everyone who prayed over and participated in Summer Science 

 Camp.  Snacks, sound, music, set-up/clean-up, science experiments, photos, and 

 working with the children – none of this is done alone.  Our church campus came 

 alive this week because of your love, dedication and support.  Everyone played a 

 part in passing on our faith and hope to a child, and nothing we do for a child is 

 ever wasted.  Thank you, El Camino, we are incredibly grateful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Preteen Away Camp July 5-8.   
Awana begins on August 12th 

Wildside Preteen Youth Group begins on September 7th 

Good News Clubs begin on September 12th 

Launching Rockets 

Worshiping Together 

Making Snow 
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Do you have time once or twice a 

month to help deliver meals? 

 

An hour or two of your time will 

bless others! 

 

Contact  

Rick and Joan Beamish  

520.258.8667 

16 



 

   

17 

A Note to Parents Concerning Your Youth’s Future 
 
 
 
If you could give your young person a gift that would last a lifetime, what would it be? 
A good marriage? A good job? Christ’s gift of salvation? What about teaching them that they are    
accountable to God for who and what they are? 
 
These four decisions will forever change their lives. 
For years you spent your days trying to keep your child from inadvertently killing himself/herself 
while they were young. Gradually, they got to where you didn’t have to hold their hand crossing the 
street or drag them off the top of the swing before they took a nose dive. By the time they went to 
high school you were less worried that they might try their hand at flying without wings or eating 
dirt mud pies. You may be tempted to relax and let your guard down. . . but, wait! There’s more! 
As your precious young person moves from a child to a youth there is a whole new set of dangers to 
assail them. 
 
College itself is a landmine full of temptations that new freedoms bring. Sex, drugs, alcohol, casting 
off the religious concepts that you so carefully nurtured for eighteen years—all these compete for 
prominence in their new permissive environment. 
 
College enrollment awaits their career choice. This choice involves big money and years of time, to 
say nothing of the time spent at the job after graduation—a life changing choice for sure. But career 
choices can always be changed as long as the money holds out. They are not as devastating as the 
other “Big Four.” 
 
What about marriage partners? What if they marry someone that does not share your values—
maybe even someone who is not a Christian, maybe someone you can’t stand? What then? Worse 
yet what if they inadvertently pick someone who is not capable of true love because they are  
narcissistic or sociopathic? This is a very real possibility given the proliferation of narcissism in our 
society today. How will your son or daughter know how to spot these toxic people in advance? Who 
will teach them? 
 
Then there is the matter of accepting Christ as their personal savior and making the life-long  
commitment that is unshakable no matter how the winds of temptation howl—a decision with  
eternal consequences. Yet it is a decision that many colleges hold in high disdain today and work 
very diligently to have your precious young one recant. 
 
How can El Camino as a church help our youth make these four life-changing decisions? This is the 
objective of the youth ministry that is being put into place for the fall. Next Torch, we will have more 
on how we will achieve this goal in Christ’s name and for His glory. 



 

  

There's something for everyone! 
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New to El Camino? 

Please fill out information card in the Welcome Packet, at 
the Greeter's Desk, or call the church office  

886-7770 ext. 19.     
Sign up for a Newcomers Class to find out who we are 

and what we offer!  
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Christmas 
in July!
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What's Happening at El Camino 

Sunday 
9:00 am Worship 
10:30 am Connect Groups 
6:00 pm  Sunday Night Youth Group - Worship Center 
   or College Room 
 

Monday 
7:00 pm Seek First - locations vary 
   (Meets 1st and 3rd Mondays) 
 

Tuesday 
9:00 am Women's Prayer in Prayer Room 
5:30 pm Family Fun Night meal in D-1, through July 10 

6:30 pm Family Bible Studies - in various rooms 
6:00 pm X & Y Bible Study in Crossroads Room   
   (resumes in the fall) 
   (Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesdays) 
6:30 pm Ladies Night Out-location varies  
   (resumes in August) 
   (Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month) 
7:00  pm Men's Basketball in FAC 
7:00 pm America's  Matters in C1 
   (Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesdays)  
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Wednesday 

5:30 pm Prayer Hour in C1 (resumes July 11) 
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir  (resumes in the fall) 
 

Thursday 
   Studies  to resume in the fall 

 
Friday 

6:00 pm College Group in Crossroads Room 
6:30 pm Wildside Preteen Youth Group  
   (resumes in the fall) 
   (Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays) 
 

Saturday 
6:00 pm Career Group in Crossroads Room 



 

  

 

The Torch is a publication for the 
 members and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church,  
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710.  

Phone: (520) 886-7770.  
Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call 
the church office.  Torch articles are due 

no later than the third Monday of the 
month for the next month's publication.   

El Camino reserves the right to edit  
articles for publication purposes.   
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