
 

 

A Good Reason to Switch Seats at 
Church 

By Kate Shellnut 
Editor, CT Magazine 

 
I go to a small enough church that if someone 
new shows up on a Sunday morning, we notice.  
When a few unfamiliar faces attended a service 
earlier this year, several members went over to 
say hi and extend a welcome.  I've been a part of 
these conversations enough to imagine how it 
went.  You ask whether they'd come to our 
church before, then what brings them to town, 
where they're from, what they do...the basics. 
 
To our surprise we later learned that one         
particular "couple" visiting our congregation was 
actually a pair of YouTube filmmakers who posed 
as guests to watch how members would interact 
with "homeless" visitors they'd arranged to      
attend.  Of course, those visitors were also 
greeted and given Communion and treated with 
the hospitality we extend to anyone-including the 
actual homeless men who sometimes join us for 
worship. 
 

Though the scenario was strange and a bit      
frustrating, on some level understand what these 
undercover guests were trying to evaluate.  There 

are also weeks where I notice the new faces--
whether parents whose eyes dart around the 
room looking for the nursery or singles taking a 
seat by themselves--but I hesitate to make the 
move. 
 
"Every week, men and women wander into our 
gatherings for the first time, some invited, others 
of their own accord.  Some have recently moved 
and are seeking community while others haven't 
been to church in a while or ever," wrote          
Rebecca McLaughlin for CT Women.  Their    
experience will determine whether they will 
ever come back." 
 
Anyone who's been the new person at church 
knows how uncomfortable and awkward the   
experience can be, and how off-putting it is to go 
through it without getting a personal  
introduction at all.  Yet sometimes church  
members assume, or even actively wish, that 
somebody else in the church has welcomed the 
stranger.  Do I have to be the one to say hi?  If I 
wait, will someone else beat me to it? 
 
When Rebecca found herself in the mix of  
eagerness and embarrassment over being the 
one to extend a welcome she said, "I asked  

 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come."  2 Corinthians  5:17 



 

 

myself, 'Would I rather be too friendly or risk her feeling like no one cared?' I walked over and said, 
"Please come sit with me!" 
 

Her article explains why her family makes it a priority to sit with others, especially newcomers, 
during the service. 
 
Every Sunday, my husband and I walk into church and see someone new sitting alone.  If possible, 
we go and sit with them.  If there are two people, we divide.  It's often awkward and  
uncomfortable but nonetheless worth it.  Why?  Because the gospel is a story of juxtaposition in 
community:  Jesus sat with a Samaritan woman and asked her for a drink.  Phillip got into the  
chariot with the Ethiopian eunuch.  The early church ate together. 
 
Our Sunday mornings do not require "having it together," but they do require being together.  
Newcomers need us and we need them. 
 
CT Women has covered before why members may have a good reason for claiming "their seat" in 
church or going back to the same spot week after week.  But there are plenty of occasions where a 
desire for hospitality, community, and Christian family overtake personal preferences. 
 
So be the "too friendly" one-and switch your seat if it opens up a chance for you to be there for 
others. 
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FICTION 

 

Million Dollar Series   (Mindy Starns Clark) 

  

#1 A Penny for Your Thoughts                       #4 A Quarter for a Kiss 

#2 Don’t Take Any Wooden Nickels              #5 The Buck Stops Here 

#3 A Dime a Dozen 
                                                                                             

Attorney Callie Webber investigates nonprofit organizations for the J.O.S.H.U.A.  

Foundation and awards the best of them grants up to a million dollars. In each book  

of the series, Callie comes across a mystery she must solve using her skills as a former  

private investigator. A young widow, Callie finds strength in her faith in God and joy  

in her relationship with her employer, Tom.  

 

 

 AUDIOBOOKS/CDs 

 

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Faith       (10 CDs – Dr. David Jeremiah) 

 

In this series of lessons from Hebrews 11, not only is faith defined for us but  

we are shown specific people who were remarkable for their faith—the heroes of  

faith. Through their stories we learn how ordinary people can do great things  

through faith in God. 

 

The Convictions By Which We Live – Volume 1     (7 CDs – Dr. Charles Stanley)  

In this series, Dr. Stanley addresses what we believe about God, the Bible, eternity,  

and much more. These convictions are the solid ground upon which we stand.   

Living without defined convictions is not something the people of God can afford.  

Learn how to develop unshakable beliefs that will guide, motivate, and protect you  

in your walk with Christ. 

 

Jesus Among Secular Gods     (7 CDs – Ravi Zacharias & Vince Vitale – read by Peter Berkrot) 

Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale defend the absolute claims of Christ against modern  

belief in the "secular gods" of atheism, scientism, relativism, and more. The rise of  

these secular gods presents the most serious challenge to the absolute claims of Christ  

since the founding of Christianity. The Christian worldview has not only been devalued  

and dismissed by modern culture, but its believers are openly ridiculed as irrelevant. The  

authors challenge these popular "isms", skillfully pointing out the fallacies in their  

claims and presenting compelling evidence for absolute truth as found in Jesus. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

NON-FICTION 

Dave Ramsey is a well-known financial expert who is committed to helping people regain control of their money, 

build wealth, grow their leadership skills, and enhance their lives through personal development. More than 4.5 

million people have attended his seminars (Financial Peace University) in more than 40,000 churches nationwide. 

 

Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money covers everything on how to budget,  

save, dump debt, invest, and plan for the future. You’ll also learn the truth about  

credit cards and credit bureaus and how clever marketing can sway your decisions.   

A collection of what he teaches in his Financial Peace University program, this  

resource also explores insurance options, mortgages, marketing, bargain hunting,  

and the most important topic of all - giving. 

The Total Money Makeover: A Proven Plan for Financial Fitness (Classic Edition) 

 

In this book, Ramsey outlines the foundations for financial fitness in clear, no-nonsense language. He helps the 

reader understand many common money myths and why they 

are myths. Included in the book are anecdotal real-life stories  

from people who have made drastic, positive changes through  

use of his methods.  
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Mens Ministry breakfast 
Saturday July 14 

8:00 am  
Plan to be there! 
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Ladies Night Out will be taking a summer break during 

June and July. 

We will resume August 14  

6:30 pm at  

Kneader's 135 S. Wilmot 
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Bruce and Janet Swanson to Speak at El Camino 
Missionary Fellowship  
May 7th 9:00 am in C-1 

Bruce and Janet Swanson have served as short-term mission leaders for El 
Camino to Vietnam for the last twelve years.  In that time they led teams to 
Malaysia and Vietnam where they preached in church services, taught 
courses, shared the Gospel in evangelical events and guided team members 
to share their testimonies to Vietnamese contract workers and pastors.    
Recently, Bruce and Janet transitioned to full time roles as trainers to     
Vietnamese pastors, church planters, and their wives, helping them build a 
firm foundation of theology and Bible-based practice in their home, church, 
and community.  This ministry is expanding as the Vietnamese government 
becomes more open to Christian teaching and ministry in their country.   

The meeting will include: 
 
9:00 am     Projects-work on items such as quilts, purses, Gospel bracelets 
                                                       
10:30 am  Promotion and Prayer for the Ministry of  

Bruce and Janet Swanson 
11:30  am    Potluck Meal-Bring food and prepare to enjoy food and fellowship 



 

  

Did You Know? 
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Come join us! 
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"Footsteps to the Cross" Review 
 

By Kyle Yeager 
 
 

"Footsteps to the Cross" was our Easter event this year.  God used this event to 
reach approximately 400 people in the way that He saw fit.  Everyone I spoke with 
who walked through it with an open mind and heart took something significant away 
from their experience.  For some, it took them back to when they were in Israel.  For 
others, God used this experience to point out something He is calling them to 
change in their life, be it giving something up or starting something new.  For many 
of the volunteers, it was a time to reflect on service to God, the Church, our church, 
and the lost.  For me, it was a chance to use the gifting God has given me to try and 
glorify Him. 
 
As I prepared this event, I became lost in the tasks.  I started to focus on the details 
and the issues that kept arising.  I lost track of the original reason I felt called to bring 
this event to El Camino after the "Living Lord's Supper" was canceled.  As I was here 
the Saturday before it began, modifying the event based on the suggestions and 
concerns that were brought to my attention at the walkthrough Friday for the         
volunteers, I found myself questioning if it was worth the time and effort.  I wondered 
if I was wasting my time, and the time of everyone that had been so selflessly        
involved so far.  I was overcome by a fear that this would have no lasting spiritual  
impact.  This was a feeling that I was having trouble shaking until Sunday afternoon 
at 1:05 pm.  As I walked outside to grab something from my car and saw the first 
person walking into the Worship Center I could feel God lifting my fear and dread.  It 
was like He was saying, "You did your part, now it's time for Me to do Mine." 
 
I feel like all too often, we as Christians are so worried to take a step forward out of 
the fear that God may not be able to use us, or that He may choose not to.  This fear 
keeps us from following Christ's call for us in the Great Commission, to go!  Inaction 
is the opposite of what we are called to do.  Our job is to go, God's job is the change 
people's hearts and lives.  As far as I know, although the Gospel was shared         
numerous times, there were no salvations as a result of the "Footsteps to the Cross." 
I'm okay with that.  It wasn't my job, nor that of the volunteers in the exit room, to 
save souls.  It was my job to organize and implement the event.  I did what God told 
me to do.  I learned from the experience.  My hope and prayer for El Camino is that 
more people here will begin to do the same, and that those who already are won't 
lose heart and give in to dread or exhaustion like I almost did, but that they will    
continue to take up their cross daily, follow in Christ's footsteps, and go! 
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Save the date for these upcoming Family Ministry events  
you won't want to miss! 

 
 

May 18th  Wildside Preteen Youth Group (Current 3rd Graders Invited!) 
May 20th  Graduation Sunday 

June 5th  Tuesday Summer Family Bible Studies Start 
June 10th  Family Picnic After Connect Groups 
June 11th-15th  Summer Science Spectacular 

June 11th, 13th, 15th  Preschool Summer Science Spectacular 
July 5th-8th  Elementary Away Camp 

July 8th  Family Picnic After Connect Groups 



 

  

There's something for everyone! 
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The Torch is a publication for the members 
and friends of  

El Camino Baptist Church,  
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710.  

Phone: (520) 886-7770.  
Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call 

the church office.  Torch articles are due no 
later than the third Monday of the month 

for the next month's publication.   
El Camino reserves the right to edit articles 

for publication purposes.   

What's Happening at El Camino 

Sunday 
9:00 am  Worship 
10:30 am Connect Groups 
6:00 pm  Sunday Night Youth Group-Worship Center 
 

Monday 
6:30 pm  Women's Bible Study Precepts-1 Corinthians 
6:45 pm  Men's Bible Study-A Roadmap to a Successful Bible Study            
  in D1 
6:45 pm  Men's Book Study-The End of Me in C3 
7:00 pm  Seek First -locations vary 
  Meets 1st and 3rd Mondays  
 

Tuesday 
9:00 am  Women's Prayer in Prayer Room 
6:00 pm  X & Y Bible Study in Crossroads Room 
  Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
6:30 pm  Ladies Night Out-location varies 
  Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
7:00  pm  Men's Basketball in FAC 
7:00 pm  America Matters in C1 
  Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesdays  
 

Wednesday 
5:30 pm  Prayer Hour in C1 
7:00 pm  Sanctuary Choir on Back Stage 
 

Thursday 
9:00 am  Praise Through the Bible in Prayer Room 
9:00 am  Precepts: Daniel Part 2 in C3 
 

Friday 
6:00 pm  College Group in Crossroads Room 
6:30 pm  Wildside Pre-Teen Youth Group in West 3 
  Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays 
 

Saturday 
6:00 pm  Career Group in C1 
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