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 The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of 

emotions and memories for many of us. Some may have 

just experienced the best year ever and look forward to an 

even greater one looming ahead. Others may have just 

trudged through one deep struggle after another. The fresh 

calendar year brings desperate hope for things to be better, 

with an ache for the still-fresh wounds to slowly begin their 

process of healing. 

 Whether you’ve just walked through the greatest 

year of your life, or are incredibly glad to see this one 

finally over, one truth still rings clear amidst it all. You are 

not alone. Not ever. 

 Our God is a "with us" God. On the heels of the  

celebration of the birth of our King, that reminder has the 

power to carry us right into a fresh, new start. He is 

Immanuel, God with us. And though things and people 

around us shift and change, our God never changes. 

 

A Prayer to Keep God First this New Year 
 

Dear God, 

 Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you 

for all that you've allowed into our lives this past year, the 

good along with the hard things, which have reminded us 

how much we need you and rely on your presence filling 

us every single day. 

 We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this 

New Year. We ask that you will guide our decisions and 

turn our hearts to deeply desire you above all else. We ask 

that you will open doors needing to be opened and close 

the ones needing to be shut tight. We ask that you would 

help us release our grip on the things to which you’ve 

said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.” We ask for help to pursue 

you first, above every dream and desire you’ve put within 

our hearts. 

 We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and 

power to be constantly present within us. We pray you 

would make us strong and courageous for the road ahead. 

Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let your gifts 

flow freely through us, so that you would be honored by 

our lives, and others would be drawn to you. 

 We pray that you’d keep us far from the snares 

and traps of temptations. That you would whisper in our 

ear when we need to run, and whisper in our heart when 

we need to stand our ground. 

 We pray for your protection over our families and 

friends. We ask for your hand to cover us and keep us 

distanced from the evil intent of the enemy; that you 

would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe in 

your hands. We pray that you would give us discernment 

and insight beyond our years, to understand your will, 

hear your voice, and know your ways. 

 We ask that you would keep our footsteps firm, 

on solid ground, helping us to be consistent and faithful. 

Give us supernatural endurance to stay the course, not 

swerving to the right or to the left, or being too easily  

distracted by other things that would seek to call us away 

from a close walk with you. 

 Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard 

to be self-sufficient, forgetting our need for you, living 

independent of your spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and 

worry control our minds, and for allowing pride and  

selfishness wreak havoc over our lives. Forgive us for not 

following your ways and for living distant from your 

presence. 

 We confess our need for you…fresh…new…

again. We ask that you make all things new, in our hearts, 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come."  2 Corinthians  5:17 



 

 

in our minds, in our lives, for this coming year. We pray for your refreshing over us. 

 Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep focused on what is pure and right, give us 

the power to be obedient to your word. And when the enemy reminds us where we have been, hissing his lies and 

attacks our way, we trust that your voice speaks louder and stronger, as you remind us we are safe with you and your 

purposes and plans will not fail. We ask that you will be our defense and rear guard, keeping our way clear,  

removing the obstacles, and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead us on your level ground. 

 We ask that you would provide for our needs, we ask for your grace and favor. We pray for your  

blessings to cover us, we pray that you would help us to prosper and make every plan that you have birthed in our 

heart to succeed. We pray that others would take notice of your goodness and could not help but to say, “These are 

the ones that the Lord has blessed.” 

 Help us to be known as great givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the needs of others 

and not be consumed by only our own. 

 May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of your spirit be evident in our lives - your love, joy, peace,  

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

 Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a difference in this world, for your glory and  

purposes. Set your way before us. May all your plans succeed. May we reflect your peace and hope to a world that 

so desperately needs your presence and healing. 

 

To you be glory and honor, in this New Year, and forever. 

 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

Some Bible Verses of Renewal and Hope for the Coming New Year 

 
“And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also He said, “Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true.” Rev. 21:5 

 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great 

is your faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22-23 

 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Is. 43:18-19 

 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

 2 Cor. 5:17 

 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and  

straining forward to what lies ahead.” Phil. 3:13 

 

“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord.” Acts 3:19-20 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 

hope.” Jer. 29:11 

 

“But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall 

run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” Is. 40:31 
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2017 

A YEAR OF BLESSINGS IN THE LIBRARY 

 
As we look back over the year, we praise the Lord for the blessings that we have been experiencing in 

the El Camino Library.  The Lord has had His hand on this ministry in many exciting ways.  We 

would like to share a few of these blessings with you in our Torch article this month. 

 

1. We are thankful for the addition of a new library worker, Joan Beamish, along with 

her husband Rick, has joined our fellowship at El Camino and has eagerly begun  

      helping with library projects that have been set aside for a long time.  Currently she is 

      finishing updating  the Card Catalog with the titles and authors' names of a couple 

      hundred books that have been added over the past ten years! We are so glad to  

      welcome Joan. 

 

2. Many books have been donated to the library this year.  A large number of these are put on our 

"Sharing Shelf" and taken by people who have an interest in them. We could tell 

many stories of how the Lord has used the books that are donated.  Here are a few  

examples: 

 

 A lady with failing eyesight was in need of a large print Bible-one had just been  

donated in the translation she prefers. 

 A lady needed a certain Bible dictionary for a class she is teaching, but she couldn't 

find one at the used book stores-the exact dictionary was donated the week before. 

 Someone was witnessing to a neighbor and wanted to share a certain book-donated an hour before 

she asked. 

 Someone checked out two books to share with a friend-the next week those two books 

were donated, and the copies checked out can be returned. 

 Someone picked out books to take to work and put in the break room for colleagues to 

take and read. 

 

The possibilities are endless! 

 

3. We have also had several larger donations in the form of Bible Study Kits that include such things 

as DVDs, Leader's Guide, workbooks for participants, etc.  We feel especially blessed by these gifts 

because they are often outside the range of our yearly library budget.  A complete list of all the kits 

we have here is available in the library. 
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  4.  The library has been open on Tuesday mornings especially for the benefit of the ladies 

       who attend Bible Study Fellowship at our church.  A number of these ladies come in  

       regularly to check out library materials and are so appreciative of the opportunity  

       because their church does not have a library or perhaps they currently do not have a   

       church home.  We are thankful to have this outreach! 

 

 

  5.  Due to some rearranging, we now have additional shelf space available for the display of DVDs and our  

       recently expanded section of audiobooks.  The increased interest in audiobooks this year has led to us setting 

       aside an entire section for them.   

 

  

   6. A number of grandparents have been seen lately in the children’s area, checking out books and   

       DVDs for their grandchildren who are visiting or do not have access to good Christian  

       materials.  We have a large selection of books and DVDs for all ages. 

 

 

  

      Again, we thank the Lord for His blessings on the ministry of the library in 2017 and for all of  

      you who have come in throughout the year.   We look forward to what He has planned for us in  

      2018 and hope to see many more of you in this new year.   Let us know how we can serve you! 

 

 Your library volunteers, 

  

 Phyllis and Jack Quesnel 

 Carl Schwanbeck 

 Joan Beamish 
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El Camino Men's Ministry 
 

    Men's Ministry studies have been on holiday break during the month of December.   
    Studies will resume on January 8th at 6:45 pm.  The Book Study is "Goliath Must Fall"    
    and the Bible Study will continue in the book of Ephesians.   
 
    Be sure to sign up for the Men's Breakfast which is on Saturday January 13th beginning  
    at 8:00 am. Sign-up sheets will be in the front foyer.   
 
    Newcomers are welcome! 
 
    Gary Cumberledge 
    Men's Ministry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Tony & Suanne Harmon will be speaking at  El Camino Missionary Fellowship on January 8,  
   2018 at 10:30 am.  They will be presenting information about their work with United Indian 
   Mission Aviation (UIM Aviation). The meeting will include updates on the following: 
 
  Projects: Quilting, Salvation Bracelets, Plastic Bags.  
 
 Promotion & Prayer: This will be the time we will be having a presentation by Tony 
    and Suanne Harmon.  They have been with the UIM Mission about 16 years.  Tony will be 
    presenting videos of their work, as well as progress reports about needs they have – Airstrip 
    improvement, Helicopter deployment ideas, and Airframe maintenance. 
 
 PotLuck Lunch Meet and Greet:  This fellowship is a wonderful way to get “Up  
    Close and Personal” with Missionaries and Ministries we support.  ECMF puts a “face” to 
    the whole concept of “going into all the world.”  Make yourself available and see what  
    God is Doing! 
 
    Don Gibbens 
    ECMF President 

El Camino Missionary Fellowship 
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Save the date for these upcoming Family Ministry events you won't want to miss! 
 

January 14th  State of the Church Worship Service & Family Potluck 
February 3rd  Ignite Children’s and Youth Ministry Volunteer City-wide Conference 

February 15th-18th  Go Team Conference featuring Kevin and Lelani Humble 
March 9th  Couple’s Fun Night! 

March 25th-30th  Living Lord’s Supper 
April 20th  Family Outreach Carnival 

May 4th-6th  Family Camp  
May 29th-June 2nd  Middle School Away Camp 

June 8th-12th  Elementary Away Camp 
June 18th-22nd  Summer Science VBS 

June 30th-July 5th  High School Away Camp 

Thank you for your ministry through donations of: 
 

 Cookies and other snacks for Good News Club 
and Awana 

 Assorted items and shipping money for, 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 

 Candy for Trunk or Treat 
 Cartridges and aluminum cans for recycling for 

camp scholarships 

Ministering to Families with Children 

from Birth through 5th Grade 
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The Financial “WHAT IF’S” 

 

 What if you knew where all your money was  

    going each month?  

 What if you were debt-free, investing and  

    making wise spending decisions? 

 What if you could always buy what you need 

    interest-free?  

 What if you could actually keep a percentage of your paycheck? 

 What if you were following a plan for your money that you KNEW 

worked? 

 What if you could be debt-free with an  

    emergency fund of 3–6 months of expenses saved,  

    all while investing for retirement and planning for your family’s  

    future? 

 

All these questions are answered when you attend the “Financial 

Peace University” course starting January 18th 2018. 

 

For more information contact me at: 

520-342-9333 or Email: trevmore1@gmail.com 

9 

mailto:trevmore1@gmail.com


 

 

           Many nationalities and faiths come through the doors of Answers 

for Life.  Recently, a couple that are wicken believers came to us.  When 

first asked about prayer, they said no.  No baby was seen during her 

ultrasound, however, there were possible tumors or some growth seen.   

She seemed very distraught, so I asked if I could pray for her.  Her first 

reaction was no, but Everly, the U/S tech said, “You do not have to  

believe to pray.”  The client put down her bag, she and her boyfriend held 

our hands, and we prayed for her.   We don’t know where God will take 

this, but we know she was a divine appointment. 

        During the month of November, there were 282 client visits, 19  

people accepted Jesus as their Savior, the Gospel was presented to 39  

clients and we had 157 spiritual discussions.  Our doctors in the prenatal 

clinic ministered to 67 clients, and the material assistance program helped 

69 families.   

       Have a very happy New Year.  Please do not forget that as a  

non-profit you are able to receive the dollar for dollar Arizona Tax Credit.  

Allowable amount is:  $400.00 for individual and $800.00 for married 

couples!        

 Please consider Answer for Life Pregnancy Center in your Estate 

Planning. 

 
Jeremiah 33:3 "Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know." 

ANSWER FOR LIFE PREGNANCY CENTER 
   627 N. SWAN ROAD, TUCSON, AZ  85711  

520-403-8990 
 Open:  Monday 1:00 PM TO 7:00 PM,  

Tuesday and Thursday 11:00 AM TO 5:00 PM  
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November's Ladies Night Out was a Christmas Ornament Night led by our Women's Ministry Board  
Member, Vicki Fountain.  We started off the evening with refreshments of pumpkin bread, zucchini 
bread, popcorn, and spiced apple cider.  Perfect for the holiday season!  The ornament each made was a 
glass ornament we covered with pearls and completed with a ribbon on top.  The devotion for the  
evening was on the pearl of a great price.  Vicki's humor and fun-filled spirit made the evening fun for 
everyone.  It was wonderful to see the multi-generational interactions going on and yet again more new 
faces!  We had a record breaking 34 women show up!  What an incredible night to remember!  We had a 
Casual Christmas party on December 12 hosted by Laurel Wiese with about 18 ladies attending.   What a 
beautiful night!  Come join us January 9, 6:30 pm, at Kneaders 135 S. Wilmot for another fun evening!  
Watch for more details!   
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State of the Church Sunday 
January 14, 2018 

 
On this date we will hear the annual message on the State of the Church. 

There will be NO Connect Groups and NO morning Youth Ministry. 
Children's Ministry will be available during Worship, but will not be available 

during Connect Group time, 10:30am-11:45am. 

 

The Torch is a publication for the members and friends of  
El Camino Baptist Church,  

7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710.  Phone: (520) 886-7770.  
Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the church office.  Torch 
articles are due no later than the third Monday of the month for 

the next month's publication.  El Camino  
reserves the right to edit articles for publication purposes.   
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