
 

 

The Spiritual Discipline of Celebration 
By Dorothy Greco (Oct 20, 2014) 

 
From the files of Ronald L. Rushing, Th.D. 

Senior Teaching Pastor 
El Camino Baptist Church 

     We are looking at Spiritual disciplines this year.  We seldom think 
of joy and celebration as a discipline.  In the following article by 
Dorothy Greco, it causes us to think about celebration and joy. 
 
     My husband and I had the honor of officiating our eldest son’s 
wedding this summer. After the ceremony, all one hundred guests 
gathered under an enormous tent in our front yard where tables 
laden with hundreds of sunflowers, heaps of perfectly prepared 
barbecue, and ice cold root beers awaited them. We toasted, 
feasted, remembered, laughed and cried. 
     Several weeks later, our little town celebrated its 300th birthday. 
After a parade and town-wide picnic, the festivities culminated with 
fireworks. For the finale, all of the pyrotechnics were gold. After the 
last one burst open, a magical shimmering curtain of glitter hung in 
the air and drifted in slow motion down to earth. The satisfied oohs 
and aahs transitioned to hearty applause before we all packed up 
our folding chairs and headed home. 
     At the conclusions of both events we felt gloriously full -
spiritually and physically. And that was the point. Celebrations of 
this kind are so much more than a valid diversion from work or an 
excuse to eat too much; they invite us to enter into God’s joy by 
remembering his faithfulness and goodness. 
     The impulse to celebrate as a means to remember God’s provi-
sion has ancient roots. After sparing his chosen people from immi-
nent destruction, God specifically instructed them to commemorate 
his faithfulness through an annual celebration (i.e. Exodus 12:14-
20). Whether it’s Purim (marking their deliverance from Haman), 
Passover (celebrating their deliverance from slavery), or Chanukah 
(celebrating the rededication of the temple), the Jewish people 
have created unique festive traditions shaped around God’s       
commands to remember. 
     Despite his continued faithfulness, our memories tend to be 
short-term. We so easily get distracted and swallowed up by both 
the incidental and enormous challenges of life that we forget the 
many times God has dropped manna or parted the waters for us. 
When the bank account dips below minimum, the mechanic’s bill 
exceeds our weekly paycheck, or the pathology report comes back 
positive, it feels more natural to shake our clenched fists at God 
than to organize a party. 
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     Which is why celebrations are so crucial to our spiritual life. The 
very act of celebrating anchors us in a deeper story - one that       
precedes any current hardship or pain. God’s narrative goes back to 
the garden when he formed us from the dust and called us into   
loving relationship with each other and with him. It continued when 
Jesus became flesh and assumed all of our sin and brokenness so 
that we could enjoy fellowship with the trinity. It will culminate in, 
yes, a celebration—the wedding feast of Christ with his bride, the 
church. 
     I don’t think it’s coincidental that weddings and other celebratory 
meals figure prominently in God’s great story. Whether it’s a       
wedding or a worship service, celebrations are a time of looking back 
with gratitude and looking forward in hope. The intentionality and 
faith-filled anticipation that are imbedded in such gatherings tether 
us to God and cut through our fear, doubt and cynicism. 
I asked my friend William, who lives and works in Monrovia,         
Liberia - the epicenter of the Ebola crisis - if celebrations and joy are 
at all on his screen amidst the current hardship. He responded, “In 
these dark moments, remembering God and His joy gives us 
strength. During this time, so many people are finding their way to 
him. Every church is packed. The worship celebrations have been 
magnificent. Even when it feels impossible, he can give us a joy that 
passes understanding because it’s anchored in faith.” 
     People like William who live with the awareness of their need for 
God know how to celebrate - both inside and outside the walls of a 
church. If you’ve ever had the opportunity to worship with people 
from developing nations (or with anyone who has overcome serious 
obstacles, such as addictions), you know it’s like nothing you have 
ever experienced in the mainstream American church. You won’t see 
anyone sitting back with a cup of designer coffee while scrolling 
through their handheld device. It’s like Super Bowl Sunday, the 
World Series, the World cup and a concert of your favorite recording 
artist rolled into one - every Sunday. Because these believers        
understand their dependence upon God, they worship him with 
complete abandon. 
     Joy is a spiritual discipline. As William will readily admit, our     
troubles don’t magically vanish when we celebrate. Ebola did not 
cease to exist after their Sunday services. When the smoke drifted 
off from the fireworks in our sleepy little town, we went back to the 
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     I trust you all are enjoying your summer, keeping cool, and dry! 
 
     Men's book and Bible studies will begin Monday, September 18 at 6:45 pm.  The book we will be studying has not yet been decided.  
Dennis Wretlind will be leading the Bible study in the book of Ephesians. 
 
     We hope to see several new faces on September 18!  Come join us.  Let God help you become the man He has destined you to be. 

 
Gary Cumberledge 

 

 

 Pastor Ron con't from page 1 

heated debates about tax increases. However, purposeful celebrations will temporarily lift our burdens, connect us to each other, 
God, and hopefully, in the long term, help to transform us into grateful men and women. 
     The Irish band Rend Collective created an exuberant video which extols the importance of celebrating. In it, band leader Gareth 
Gilkison explains, “Joy is a spiritual discipline. We as a people are much more inclined toward negativity and cynicism. We don’t find 
it easy or natural to pursue joy. And that’s why God in his word actually commands us to celebrate. We come by a gospel worth 
celebrating before a celebrating king. We need to get down to the serious business of joy. We must wrestle for our blessing.  We 
must fight for our joy.” 
     Thankfully, we don’t need to wait for a family wedding or a birthday to celebrate.  A new job, a sixth anniversary, or the            
restoration of a seemingly lost relationship are all reason enough to gather together with friends, remember God’s goodness and 
enter into his profound and life-changing joy. 
 
Pastor Ron 
 

Women and Men's Bible 
and Book Studies 

Starting September 

Sign-Ups will be in the lobby 
August 27, September 3 and 

September 10. 
 

For additional information call 
the church office at               

520-886-7770. 
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DVDs 
  
Facing Darkness  by Virgil Films/Samaritan’s Purse 
  
     When the Ebola pandemic swept through West Africa in spring 2014, Samaritan's Purse fully committed its people 
and resources to provide compassion and care in Jesus' name for those stricken by the deadly disease and worked 
tirelessly to prevent its spread.  But the crisis truly hit home for the organization and leader Franklin Graham when 
their own medical personnel, including Dr. Kent Brantly, became infected.  The team worked around the clock      
toward the sole hope for Brantly and Nurse Nancy Writebol — evacuating them to  
the United States for treatment and cure.  
  
Facing Darkness tells an incredible true story of faith, determination and prayer … and of how God performed a miracle.   (98 minutes)    
  
Bonus features include:  

 A Message from Franklin Graham and Kent Brantly 
 Ebola Survivors Share Their Stories 
 ELWA Hospital: A Gospel Light in Liberia 
 Serving the Widows of Ebola 
 

Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted   by Priscilla Shirer 
  
     What do we do when God interrupts our lives? Many times, like Jonah, we run! In this          
7-session Bible study, Priscilla Shirer redefines interruption and shows that interruption is  
actually God's invitation to do something beyond our wildest dreams. When Jonah  
was willing to allow God to interrupt his life, the result was revival in an entire city.  
  
Leader Kit Includes two DVDs and one Member Book with leader helps. 

 
 
NON-FICTION 
 
Parables: The Mysteries of God’s Kingdom Revealed through the Stories Jesus Told  by John MacArthur 
 (Book and Workbook) 
  
     Jesus was a master storyteller, and the parables He told were ingeniously simple word pictures. Some of them were no more than 
fleeting remarks about commonplace incidents, objects, or persons. Yet they all were filled with profound spiritual lessons to help  
His listeners hear and understand His message about the kingdom of God and the reason He had come to earth.  In Parables,  
teacher and Bible commentator John MacArthur helps Christians understand the essential lessons contained in the most famous and  
influential short stories the world has ever known. 
  
Each session in the Workbook contains the following: 

 Biblical focus: the primary passages on which the session draws 
 Another look: questions to facilitate review of content in the book 
 Biblical connections: questions that focus on the main Bible passage 
 Highlighting the lesson: questions that focus on the central teaching points 
 Lasting implications: questions to help draw out personal conclusions 
 Daily assignments: five sets of questions that reflect on the parable, the  
        point, the purpose, the principles, and the practical application 

http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?kn=11&ms=MTYxMjgyNzcS1&r=NTYzMTEwNzk1MDAS1&b=0&j=MTAyMzgxMDc2MgS2&mt=1&rt=0


 

 

4 

Ministering to Families with Children 

from Birth through 5th Grade 

September Calendar 
 

10, 17, 24   Awana 
1, 15    Wildside 
6    Good News Club Training 
20, 27   Good News Club 
24   Young People’s Choir 

  
Awana reaches kids where they are at and walks alongside them in 
their faith journey.  Children receive a handbook of bible verses that 

they systematically hide in their hearts. We invite and encourage 
children from 2 year olds through 8th grade to join us Sunday      
afternoons from 4:00pm-6:00pm for captivating bible stories,      

exciting games, snacks and time to recite their bible verses.         
Registration is ongoing. Invite a child! It will impact his/her  

life for eternity! 

  
  
  
  
 

This year in Awana we will be packing shoeboxes again for 
Operation Christmas Child. On the Samaritan’s Purse   

website, they suggest categories of items such as school 
supplies, personal care items, a ‘wow’ item, clothing and 

accessories, toys, and crafts.  
 

 Since school supplies are in abundance and on sale, we 
thought it would be a good time to ask if you might want 

to partner with us by helping us purchase       
shoebox items. 

 

 Suggested school supplies include: 
· Small Backpacks 

· Pencils, colored pencils, pencil cases 
· Small manual pencil sharpener 

· Pens, crayons, markers 
· Small Notebooks, blank index cards 

· Solar powered calculator 
· Safety (blunt tipped) scissors 
· Glue stick (no liquid glue) 
· Small dispensers of tape 

· Ruler, protractor 

Let Children  
LEARN FROM LIFE 

FROM THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR BIBLICAL PARENTING 
     Parents can sometimes accomplish more by allowing life to be the teacher. We all want our children to grow up to be wise.       
Wisdom sometimes means that kids struggle with life by themselves and then come out victorious. In order for this to take place, 
however, parents must give up the role of problem solver and take on the role of coach or counselor. 
    It's a challenge to know when to solve problems for children and when to let them struggle. We don't like to see our children    
frustrated or suffering. Sometimes though we, as parents, suffer more just watching our children deal with life. One mom said, "I 
can't stand to watch my four-year-old tie his shoe. I just want to grab it and say, 'Here, let me do it.'" But allowing our children to 
struggle through a problem to a solution or experience the consequences of foolishness often results in more effective learning than 
we could produce otherwise. 
    We can’t abandon our children though. When undue frustration builds or a situation becomes dangerous, we need to step in and 
help. Stepping in as a counselor or coach is the best way. Jesus used this approach with his disciples. He allowed Peter to walk on the 
water and fail but was close by to pick him up again. When the disciples failed at healing the epileptic boy, Jesus taught them a more 
complete way. 
 
     Some of the most valuable lessons come from experience. If parents can make the switch from rescuer to coach, children will 
learn more and develop wisdom. So the next time you see your child struggling, put on the coach's hat and watch learning take 
place. 
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The Torch is a publication for the members and friends of El Camino Baptist Church,  
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710.  Phone: (520) 886-7770.  

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the church office.  Torch articles are due no later 
than the third Monday of the month for that month's publication. 

       
  
Coming to Tucson:   SHEILA WALSH         WHEN:     September 29th at 6:30pm 
                                                                         WHERE:   Catalina Foothills Church 
                                                                                           2150 E. Orange Grove Road, Tucson  85718 
 

        This is the only fundraiser Answers for Life has until next year!   Please help support us. 
 
     January to July 2017 we have conducted 349 pregnancy tests, 756 ultra sounds, 552 clients seen in our prenatal clinic 
and served 390 families with material assistance. 
     With 300 client visits, we shared the Gospel 34 times, had 187 Spiritual Discussions and 17 people asked Jesus into their 
hearts during the month of July.  
     We are busy during the three days we are open, helping moms make the choice for LIFE and under privileged families 
dress and diaper their babies.       

Ruth Applegate 
Jeremiah 33:3  “Call on Me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”  

ANSWER FOR LIFE PREGNANCY CENTER 
   627 N. SWAN ROAD, TUCSON, AZ  85711  

520-403-899 
 Open:  Monday 1:00 PM TO 7:00 PM, Tuesday and Thursday 11:00 AM TO 5:00 PM  
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1st  Corinthians by Precept Ministries 
Teacher:  Louis Burmeister 

Cost:  $28.00 
Start date September 18, 2017 

 
This is a study of the character of God and his love and relationship with his church.  He reminds this body of 

believers in Corinth that they are "saints", having been sanctified in Jesus and enriched in all speech and 
knowledge.  Also, that they are not lacking in any gift and eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Surely that is true of the church today.  However, there are issues to be dealt with and 
Spiritual teaching to be learned and clarified:  What is the gospel?  What must we believe to become a saint?  

How should we celebrate the Lord's Supper?  What are spiritual gifts and what is God's purpose for them?  
What happens when Jesus returns?  Who gets glorified bodies?  When and how?  We will study the book of 

1st Corinthians in the context in which each of these truths is presented.  Our goal is to learn what God is 
saying and how to walk in the power of His Holy Spirit to accomplish his will. 

 

Ladies Night Out 
Tuesday, September 12 

At El Camino Baptist Church 
In D building 

6:30 pm-8:30 pm 
 

Flower Arranging 
Devotional 

Finger Foods 
Take home your creation 

 
For additional information call Jill at (520) 275-0744 
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