
 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
Ronald L. Rushing, Th.D. 
Senior Teaching Pastor 

Con't on page 3 

        1 Chron. 16:8  
Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon 

His name; Make known His deeds among 
the peoples! 

 
November marks our national            
celebration of Thanksgiving.  It began 
with the Mayflower Pilgrims who landed 
December 21, 1620 (half the people died 
during that first winter).  They planted 20 
acres of corn (provided by Native Ameri-
cans) plus barley.  Following the harvest, 
they called a day of fasting.  One older 
farmer stood and castigated the group 
saying they were provoking heaven’s 
wrath for their complaints.  He declared 
they had much for which to be thankful.  
So the men killed water fowl, wild tur-
key, and the Natives brought 5 deer – 
enough food for 3 days.  It wasn’t called    
Thanksgiving but became a tradition of 
the Pilgrims which eventually became a   
tradition throughout the colonies.  It was 
a day set aside to render to God praise 
and thanksgiving for the harvest. 
 
George Washington proclaimed the last 
Thursday of November in 1789 as a day 
of Thanksgiving.  He wrote, “Whereas, it 
is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the providence of Almighty God, to obey 
His will, to be grateful for His benefits, 
and humbly to implore His protection 
and favor; whereas, both the houses of 
Congress have, by their joint committee, 
requested me to recommend to the  
people of the United States a day of  
public thanksgiving and prayer, to be 
observed by acknowledging with grateful 
hearts the many and signal favors of  
Almighty God, especially by affording 
them an opportunity peaceably to      
establish a form of government for their 
safety and happiness.  Now therefore, I 
do recommend next to be devoted by 
the people of the states to the service of 
that great and glorious being, who is the 
beneficent Author of all the good that 
was, that is or that will be, that we may 

then all unite in rendering unto Him 
our sincere and humble thanks for His 
kind care and protection of the     
people of this country.” 
 
In 1838, Sarah Hale, editor of Godey’s 
Lady’s Book, began to campaign for a 
national day of Thanksgiving.  Over 25 
years she wrote presidents, senators, 
and leaders.  She was repeatedly  
rebuffed.  In 1863 during the Civil 
War, she finally won the support of 
Abraham Lincoln.  He named the last 
Thursday of November as the day to 
be observed.  With few exceptions, 
every President afterward proclaimed 
the last Thursday of November to be 
a day of Thanksgiving.  In 1939, the 
common sentiment was that it was 
too close to Christmas and moved it 
to the 3rd Thursday of month.      
However, in 1941 a joint resolution of 
Congress established the 4th Thursday 
of November as Thanksgiving Day. 
 
The pattern of our founders and the 
principles of Scripture cry out to our 
hearts that we need to be filled with 
thanksgiving, a special form of prayer.  
However, we live in a day when many 
have forgotten to spend time praising 
and thanking God for His work and 
goodness in our lives.  Why?  There 
are many reasons.  Here are a few.  
One is that we have become             
insensitive to the working of God.   
We don’t look and we don’t see God 
at work.  Instead we look at what we 
don’t have.  This is just like Israel 
complaining about not having meat, 
leeks, and onions.  Two, we in    
America have developed a great 
sense of Entitlement.  We believe 
that we deserve it, merit it, and to 
not have it is to deprive me of what I 
deserve.   A friend of mine who 
owned a small company had a habit 
of giving a small cash bonus at   
Christmas.  One year he decided to 
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NON-FICTION 
  
Conversation Peace: The Power of Transformed Speech    by Mary A. Kassian 
       Have you ever found yourself on the wrong end of a conversation, wishing you could begin again?  Had a hard  
time getting your point across?  Joined in with sharp barbs or juicy gossip?  Learn to accept responsibility for your  
speech, examine your heart, establish new priorities, drop your defenses, remain teachable, and enjoy the rewards  
of conversation peace.  (From the back cover) 
  
The Battle Plan for Prayer: From Basic Training to Targeted Strategies by Stephen and Alex Kendrick  
       Inspired by the Kendrick Brothers’ movie, War Room, this new resource is designed to help anyone learn how to  
become a powerful person of prayer.  Beginning with prayer’s core purpose, its biblical design, and its impact throughout  
history, readers will be guided scripturally through the fundamentals of how effective prayer works, inspired towards a  
more intimate relationship with God, and shown how to develop specific prayer strategies for each area of life. Prayer  
should be your first plan of attack in all of life’s battles, not your last resort.  
  
Lord, Is It Warfare?  Teach Me to Stand  by Kay Arthur  (See also the set of DVDs – Precept Ministries) 
       Once you become a Christian, you enter a war zone. The problem is, you may not even realize it. This book will  
equip you to recognize and understand the spiritual warfare that is inevitable for those who follow the Lord Jesus  
Christ. You'll learn all the battle tactics and devices of your adversary, Satan. And you'll discover scriptural ways to  
overcome the enemy through Christ, who offers you all the strength, wisdom, and power you need for victory. 
  
 
DVDs 
  
God’s Not Dead 2       
       Beloved high school teacher Grace Wesley helps students understand and enjoy history. Her love of teaching, her love  
for her students, and her love of life all are rooted in her love of Christ.  So when Brooke, a student grieving the loss of her  
brother, reaches out to Grace, their coffee-shop conversation naturally leads to Grace sharing the hope she finds in Christ.  
       When Brooke later asks an honest question about Jesus in the classroom, Grace’s reasoned response lands her in big  
trouble, almost before she even finishes giving her answer.  With the principal and superintendent joining forces with a  
zealous civil liberties group, Grace faces an epic court case that could cost her the career she loves and expel God from the  
classroom—and the public square—once and for all. 
       The name of Jesus is welcomed less and less with each passing day.  If Christians don’t take a stand today, will we even  
have a choice tomorrow? 
  
Monumental: In Search of America’s  National Treasure  (Kirk Cameron) 
       How did the U.S. become the freest, most prosperous country in the world?  Kirk Cameron challenges you to discover  
America's true "national treasures"---the people, places, and principles that have empowered this nation. Beginning in  
England and moving forward, you'll learn about the founders' motivations, designs, and goals and how to apply the same  
truths today.  In explaining how the United States was founded on Christian beliefs, principles, and values, this excellent  
film includes much information not taught in schools today. 
  
FICTION 
  
Into the Whirlwind by Elizabeth Camden 
      After her father's death, Mollie Knox takes over his watchmaking company and uses her head for business to solidify  
the good name of the 57th Illinois Watch Company. Her future looks bright until the night her beloved city is destroyed in  
the legendary Great Chicago Fire.  

  
By the Sword by Mike Yorkey and Rick Myatt 
        By the Sword is a believable and compelling novel about what could happen in the Middle East today, especially  
in relation to Iran. The suspenseful story centers on a plot by Iranian clerics to convert the world to Islam by Koranic  
dictates. Either the world will acknowledge Islam and Allah as God, or be converted "by the sword." The implications  
for Christians and Jews are terminal.  
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Here was a man who knew thanksgiving comes from the love of 
God, not from outward circumstances.  “In everything give thanks." 
 
We need to remember the story that is told of a man who found 
the barn where Satan stores the seeds he sows in the human heart: 
envy, greed, anger, hatred, lust, and so on. The man soon noticed 
that Satan had more seeds of discouragement than of any other 
kind. He learned that those seeds could be made to grow almost 
anywhere. When Satan was questioned, he reluctantly admitted 
that there was one place in which he could not get them to grow. 
"And where is that?" asked the man. Satan replied sadly, "In the 
heart of a thankful man."   
 
May our heart jump for joy in thanksgiving to our God. 
 
Pastor Ron 

give a ham of equal cash value.  One employee complained, 
wanting to know why he didn’t receive a bonus.  Three, we just 
plain forget.  Psalm 103:2, “Bless the Lord, O my soul and    
forget not all His benefits.”  D. L. Moody once said, “You can’t 
remember all of them but don’t forget all of them.  Remember 
some of them.”  Four, we just get lazy.  We don’t take the time 
or make the effort. We sing the hymn, “Count your blessings.”   
But do we actually become intentional in giving God our 
thanks?’’ 
 
We need to be intentional in being thankful to God.   Here are 
some ideas to spur us to more thanksgiving and praise.  First, 
set aside time to thank God in the good times.  That may be 5, 
10, 15, or more minutes.  It may be daily or weekly or monthly.  
The amount is not as important as the fact that we do it.  
Thankfulness recognizes God and His work in our lives and  
focuses on Jesus.  This should be a regular occurrence in our 
lives, not just on Thanksgiving. 
 
Secondly, set aside time to thank God in the hard times.  In 
1636, amid the darkness of the Thirty Years' War, a German 
pastor, Martin Rinkart, is said to have buried five thousand of 
his parishioners in one year, an average of fifteen a day.  His 
parish was ravaged by war, death, and economic disaster. In 
the heart of that darkness, with the cries of fear outside his 
window, he sat down and wrote this table grace for his        
children: “Now thank we all our God / With heart and hands 
and voices;/ Who wondrous things had done,/ In whom His 
world rejoices. /Who, from our mother's arms,/Hath led us on 
our way/ With countless gifts of love/ And still is ours today.”  

Join us  today, Sunday, November 
6 at 2:00 pm in D building as we 
pray for our country and the      
upcoming elections. 

and 
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Ministering to families with children 
from Birth - High School 

Con't on page 5 

  
  
  
  
  
  

November 6, 13, 20, 27    Sunday School 
November 6, 13, 20, 27    Young People’s Choir 
November 6, 13, 20         Awana   
November 2, 9, 16, 30    Good News Club 
November 2,9,16,23,30  High School Youth Group 
November 4, 11, 18, 25  Middle School Youth Group 
November 4, 18  Wildside Preteen Youth Group 
November 11   Winter Jam 

  
  
  

   

    

  

  

  

EDUCATE.  INSPIRE.   CHALLENGE. 

  

November 9 5:30 pm-Family Dinner & Fun 
            7:00 - 9:00 pm-Performance 
  (8th grade - adult) 
 Childcare available for younger siblings 

  
For additional information see page 6 or 

breakdowntucson.com 

I stepped out of full-time local-church youth ministry 27 years ago (It seems like just yesterday). My step out was in order to step into 
full-time youth culture watching. So, for the last 27 years I’ve been working primarily with youth workers and parents in an effort to 
help them increase their effectiveness in their ministries with the kids they know and love. Both groups – parents and youth workers 
– consistently fire difficult and thoughtful questions my way about kids and the rapidly changing world in which they live. As I look 
back over the years, there are three questions that have been asked the most: 1) What’s the biggest problem facing kids today?  

2) What’s the biggest cultural issue kids have to deal with in today’s world? 3) What’s the greatest opportunity for those who work 
with or parent kids? Good questions. . . all of them. My answers are fairly simple. . . 

 

1) WHAT’S THE BIGGEST PROBLEM FACING KIDS TODAY? 

The answer to this one has remained the same since the first day it was asked. The answer is the same answer I’d give if you replaced 
“kids” with “parents,” “Youth workers,” or even the word “you” . . . as in me. It’s the problem humanity’s been facing since that   
fateful encounter in the Garden that we read about in Genesis 3. The problem in our brokenness and sin. Everything difficult in our 
world and in our lives flows out of this brokenness. It touches us all and it touches every part of our lives. Paul told the Romans that 
“all have sinned.” When the Lord spoke through the prophet Jeremiah he said, “The heart is more deceitful than all else, and is     
desperately sick.” As a youth worker, I realized pretty quickly that I was a broken youth worker working with broken kids. As a parent, 
I’ve realized that I’m a broken dad raising broken kids. I’m convinced that every negative cultural issue and problem flows out of this 
reality. 

2) WHAT’S THE BIGGEST CULTURAL ISSUE KIDS HAVE TO DEAL WITH IN TODAY’S WORLD? 

Social media? Drugs? Hyper-sexuality? Pornography? Narcissism? Country music? Those are all very real issues kids face today (I’m 
joking about the country music. . . or maybe not!). But none of those issues are what I’d choose to put at the top of the list. Instead, 
I’d have to answer by saying “the dis-integrated self.” What does that mean? In a nutshell, our kids live compartmentalized selves.  



 

 

 

The Torch is a publication for the members and friends of El Camino Baptist Church,  
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710. Phone: (520) 886-7770.  

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org or call the church office at 886-7770.  Torch articles are 
due no later than the third Monday of the month for that month's publication. 

El Camino 2016 Christmas Outreach Dinner 

Friday, December 2 at 6:30 PM 

Our evangelistic Christmas dinner is a time for El Camino to reach out with the gospel to the business community around the church and to 
those with whom we work.  El Camino families are welcome to come and bring an unsaved friend or loved one. The dinner is a great         

non-threatening way to share Jesus with our friends and co-workers at Christmas.  Would you prayerfully consider what part you might play 
in this important outreach? 

  
First and foremost we need prayer warriors. 
Other areas in which help is needed include: 

providing desserts or salad, serving, help with cooking, ushers, clean-up and publicity.   
 

 If you are interested in helping, or if you would like to reserve free tickets for the  dinner; please call Sara Feather at 886-7770 ext. 
19 or Judy Stoner 520-661-4431 or sign-up in the church lobby on Sunday. 
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For our professing Christian kids, specifically, this takes the form of failing to integrate their faith into every nook and cranny of life.  

It’s a very real issue for us adults as we follow Christ. Does our faith inform how we work, play, relate, think, study, marry, etc.? and, does 
our faith inform what we think when it comes to the difficult issues of the day? Or is our faith a matter kept separate from a select few or 
overwhelming majority of aspects of our lives. We fail to recognize and live out what the Theologian Abraham Kuyper once said: “There is 
not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!” We are 
called to live integrated lives. 

3) WHAT’S THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY FOR THOSE WHO WORK WITH OR PARENT KIDS? 

I think the answer to this one is pretty straightforward and simple, yet easily forgotten when we get wrapped up in the busyness of   
keeping a youth ministry going. Our greatest opportunity is also our greatest calling and responsibility. . . that is, to invite kids into a    
lifetime of knowing and following Jesus.  . . in every nook and cranny of their lives. While lamenting his own brokenness in his letter to the 
Romans, Paul wrote this: “Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? Thank 
God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Youth ministry sure ain’t easy. But it sure is a high calling and high privilege. Be encouraged! And never forget that the biggest problems 
and issues, are actually your biggest youth ministry opportunities! 

 
Dr. Walt Mueller has been working with young people and families for more than 35 years. He’s the founder and president of the CENTER 
FOR PARENT/YOUTH UNDERSTANDING, a non-profit organization that serves schools, churches, and community organizations         
worldwide. He writes on youth culture and family issues and is a regular contributor to a variety of magazines and journals, a blogger, and 
an author of nine books. Walt and his wife, Lisa, have four grown children and brand-new twin grandchildren. 
 
KIDS. . .  BIGGEST PROBLEM, ISSUE, AND OPPORTUNITY  

BY  DR WALT MUELLER, OCTOBER 20, 2016. 

(Family Ministry Con't from page 4) 

http://www.cpyu.org/
http://www.cpyu.org/
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Breakdown Family Event 
     Wednesday, November 9th 
 5:30 pm-9:00 pm  
  
 

The breakdown experience is a must for teens and their parents!      
Addressing the topics of suicide, cutting, STDs, pregnancy, date rape, alcohol and drug misuse is only the beginning. 
Where the breakdown performance shines is focusing on the individual. The performance is so personal, any student 
and many parents will find themselves relating to the actors as they are reminded they are not alone, they can make  
better choices, and our past choices don’t define us. The team masterfully weaves dance, drama, relevant music, video, 
personal stories and actual facts together in a powerful show that reminds us that regardless of the choices we have 
made or what has been done to us, we all have great value! This show will empower and bless every student and      
parent who is privileged to experience it. Childcare is provided for younger siblings. 

Our Allison Davis 

Our Elizabeth Roberts 

"To grow every man into the man God has destined him to be."  Are you there yet?  There is help for you!  And hope!  And                     
encouragement! 
 

 Monday night 6:45 pm book study "Watch Your Mouth" by Tony Evans. 
 

 Monday night 6:45 pm Bible study, the book of Daniel. 
 

 Wednesday night 7:00 pm book study "Watch Your Mouth" by Tony Evans. 
 

Our nation:  our homes, our schools, our neighborhoods, our workplaces are in desperate need of strong Godly male leadership.  Is it your 
desire to be part of the solution? To reach towards God's destiny for you? 
 

Come; there are 30 - 35 other men who have taken on the challenge. 
 

Come; be one of those marching toward personal Godly character. 
 
Gary Cumberledge 
 



 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
Stephen Crabbe 

GO Team 
Chairman 

  

  
  

 

WOW! What a month October was for the Global Outreach Team with two Short Term Mission (STM) trip events taking place.   
November is also going to be very exciting with a Global Outreach Sunday on November 13th, and with activities surrounding the 
visits of two missionaries that El Camino supports. 
 
In October two Short Term Mission milestones took place.  Kierstin Harmon returned mid-October from Indonesia after serving God 
through a number of activities for six weeks.  What an amazing opportunity!  El Camino also sent a STM team to Spain, for the first 
time ever, to serve with missionaries that we support there.  Ground breaking and God serving!  (Note:  names of the missionaries 
are not included here due to security concerns.)  Plans are in work for a short debrief during church from Kierstin and the Spain 
team to take place in early November. 
 
In November there are two key events taking place.  On November 13th there will be a Global Outreach Sunday.  This is a Sunday 
worship service highlighted by the message being shared by Joaquin Vargas, along with a number of Global Outreach updates.  It is a 
missions-focused time of worship, praising and honoring God for blessing us with many opportunities to be a part of His plan for the 
world. 
 
Joaquin, along with his wife Oneida, live in Colorado.  Over the past 30 years Joaquin has served in church planting, leadership     
development, and has had the opportunity to equip and train missionaries around the world.   El Camino has supported them for 
many years as they serve God to bring the Gospel to those that need it.  Joaquin is presently part of the Missions Door executive 
Leadership Team and serves as the Vice President of Engagement and Innovation.  Missions Door assists local churches and       
Christ-followers to evangelize, disciple and plant churches among the unreached of our world.  We look forward to the message that 
Joaquin will bring on November 13th.  Make sure you are there to greet Joaquin and his wife Oneida, encourage them, and worship 
together. 
 
On November 6th Dr. Sumbut Yermianto will be capping a five day visit to Tucson by speaking in church.  If you speak Indonesian 
then you will get the message directly.  If you don’t, no need to worry, Arny Humble will be translating to make sure Sumbut’s  
passion for God comes through in English.  Dr. Yermianto is the President of the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Indonesia in 
Yogyakarta.  The goal of the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Indonesia (ETSI) is to plant one church in each of Indonesia’s  
villages in one generation.   Wow!  Prior to his present role, Sumbut was the President of the National Evangelical Baptist Church in 
Indonesia, established the ETSI campus in Bali, and has been instrumental in many church plants.  He will also be speaking at the 
Men’s breakfast on November 5th, and will be sharing at the weeknight meetings for the High School and Middle School youth on 
the 2nd and 4th, respectively.  When you see him on Sunday morning, November 6th, greet him warmly with “Selamat pagi” which 
means "good morning" in Indonesian. 
 
El Camino Baptist Church is an awesome example of a group of believers working together to bring the message of God’s salvation 

through Jesus Christ to all the nations.  Praise God! 

Stephen Crabbe 
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627 N. Swan Rd 

Tucson, AZ  85711 

    Phone:  520-308-8990 

Hours:  Monday 1:00 pm-7:00 pm 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 am-5:00 pm 

 
Thank you for praying for our Fundraising Event.  We were delighted with the turn out and enthusiasm of our donors because of the 
many miracles God has done for the Center.  Our Center Director, Kathy Arizmendi, is off of crutches and using a cane, but still in a lot 
of pain.  Continue to pray for her healing. 
 

God has blessed us with the best volunteers ever and we are now up to thirty-seven faithful ladies.  Our Center Director is our only paid 
employee, so when you donate to Answers For Life Pregnancy Center you can be sure your money goes to support the needs of our   
clients and that the Name of Jesus is proclaimed. 
 

With your support we are able to help clients with sonograms, free prenatal clinic and disciple guys and gals with parenting and Bible 
Study classes.  We are also meeting their material needs.  In September there were 278 client visits, 116 Spiritual discussions, 32      
Gospel presentations and 14 clients received Jesus as their Savior. 
 

This month we are starting a new class to help clients manage their finances with creative ways to have nutritional food on a small 
budget. 
 

In November we will start a Celebrate Recovery Class for our women.  We are praying for men to come alongside of us to be able to 
have a class for the men. 
 

When we offer a class, we need babysitters and greeters.  There is no special training needed for these positions.  If you would like to 
be involved in a ministry and only have a few hours to give, we need you!  It would be approximately two hours of your time. 
 

Please continue to pray for us as we reach out to the lost, comfort them in their uncertainty of being a parent, give truth that there are 

better alternatives to abortion and nurture them so that they can make good choices for themselves and the unborn child. 

  Ruth Applegate 
 

“Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”   Jeremiah 33:3 

The remodel on C 3,4,5 and 6 
started on Wednesday, October 26. 
 
C 1,2,7,8 and C kitchen will be      
remodeled at a later date. 
 
If you have any questions about 
where an event or group will be 
meeting, please call the church    
office at 886-7770.   
 
Thanks for your patience while we 
improve our facilities. 


