
 

 

Over the holidays, I had the opportunity to watch the movie “War Room.”   It was created and filmed by the 
Kendrick brothers of Georgia.  It is the story of a prospering family of father, wife, and child living the upper middle 
class lifestyle.   In the midst of marital, financial, and integrity woes, the wife who is a realtor meets an older lady 
who begins to mentor her in prayer.   Her “WAR ROOM” was a closet in which she wrote out prayer requests, 
pinned them on the wall, and then spent regular and fervent time in prayer over these requests. 
 I won’t tell you the whole story but it was a good clean movie that Christians can enjoy watching a spiritual 
story.  But I will share three great reminders that I gleaned from the story. 
 First, the battle is not ours but the Lord’s.   This is a concept that is repeated throughout Scripture in various 
forms.  We see it when David confronted Goliath (1 Samuel 17:47).  We see it in the words of Jehoshaphat                
(2 Chronicles 20:15).  We see it in the words of Solomon (Proverbs 21:31).  The older lady brought this to the 
younger woman’s attention in regard to changing the younger lady’s husband.   We all need to remember that we 
can change “NO OTHER PERSON.”   We can teach others.  We can encourage others.  We can rebuke others but it is 
only God who can change.   Therefore, we need to have a vital, vibrant prayer life in which we give things over to 
God and give Him the freedom to work in the life of others.   Too many of us see ourselves as the ones who can fix 
other people or we play the mini-Holy Spirit game with others.   We must remember “THE BATTLE IS THE LORD’S.”  
God may use us in the life of others but it is God who changes, who empowers, who directs.   We need to give it to 
Him and let Him do it “HIS WAY” and in “HIS TIME.”   This is hard to remember when we think we know what is 
right.   But sometimes the best thing to do is to step back and let God work in others. 
 Second, people are not the real enemy.  I know in this life we will face opposition, struggle, ridicule, and even 
persecution from people.   Yes, we will have human enemies.  But we have to stop seeing our brothers and sisters in 
Christ as the enemy.   The older lady made it plain to the younger that the enemy was Satan and not her husband.   
She encouraged and exhorted the younger lady to pray for her husband and against Satan’s attacks on her husband.   
The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 2:10-11, “Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have      
forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, lest Satan should take advantage 
of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.”  We all need to be aware of Satan’s devices and pray for God’s 
strength to see and overcome them.  This may take concerted prayer involving fasting and tears.   We need to seek 
God’s help in  defeating our enemy. 
 Third, those who are skilled must train those who are not.   The older lady told the younger that she                                 
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 NON-FICTION 
 
Hearts of Fire: Eight Women in the Underground Church and Their Stories of Costly Faith   
    (Voice of the Martyrs)                                                                                           
  
Eight women from eight very different backgrounds. Yet the struggles they each faced rang with eerie similarity. 
These courageous women from across the globe - Pakistan, India, Romania, former Soviet Union, China, Vietnam, Nepal, Indonesia - 
shared similar experiences of hardship, subjugation, and persecution, all because of their faith in Christ. Yet all of these women have 
emerged from adversity as leaders and heroines.  Each story concludes with thoughtful self-reflection questions for the reader. 

FICTION 
 
Sisters of the Heart series   (Shelley Shepard Gray)  
          Three stories that involve suspense, learning to care, finding 
 love when all seems lost, and finding strength in God's promises.  
                                                                                                                                               #1 Hidden               #2 Wanted                 #3 Forgiven 
      
           
   
Keepers of the Promise series   (Marta Perry) 
          When three women, all cousins, are given the task of sorting  
through the treasures of several generations of their Amish family,  
they each discover a story from the past that provides insights and  
inspiration for their own lives.                                                                                #1 The Forgiven          #2 The Rescued           #3 The Rebel 
                (coming soon) 

DVD KITS                  
 
Effective Parenting in a Defective World  (Chip Ingram) 
  
Raising children is a tough challenge in today's world. Peers and pop culture exert a never-ending pressure on kids.  
Chip Ingram will lead you to a new understanding of how God's principles for raising children still work today. He  
also shares from personal experience as a father who coped with teenage rebellion and other challenges. Packed  
with practical advice, this series will give struggling parents a vision for their children's future and life-changing 
help for today!  Kit contains 3 DVDs (9 sessions), leader’s guide, and course workbook. 
  
The Measure of a Man      (Gene Getz) 
  
This series is designed to encourage fellowship among Christian brothers, to expand your circle of friends, and  
to find accountability partners as you begin to learn new ways to become the complete man God desires you  
to be.  2 DVDs (10 sessions), leader’s guide, and workbook. 
  
  
The Measure of Spiritual Maturity  (Gene Getz) 
  
This series brings us back to the basics of our faith in order to produce dynamic spiritual renewal.  It features one  
of the nation's foremost renewal leaders, Dr. Gene Getz, along with many of God's servants -- including Tony 
Evans, Max Lucado, Josh McDowell, Joseph Stowell, Charles Stanley, and  H. Norman Wright.  These gifted  
leaders will take you on a journey of spiritual maturity that will enrich and empower your church.  In a world  
filled with apathy, this is a series that will challenge you to a life of commitment and dedication to Christ  
and the local church.  3 DVDs (11sessions), 1 DVD with PDF leader’s guide and course workbook. 



 

 

prayed that God would give her one person to whom she could teach (in my words) intercessory prayer.  God gave 
her the younger lady.  Later she would challenge the younger lady to teach someone else. This is God’s call on all of 
us.  The Apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 2:2, “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”  Jesus put it this way, “Make disciples of all    
nations.”   Every one of us should be discipling, mentoring, coaching (whatever word you want to use for building 
into the life of another the skills and attitudes God has taught us).   Into whose life are we building?    
 The challenge is clear for the War Room. We need to be involved in the battle through prayer.  We need to 
involve God in the struggles of this life.  We need to wage warfare against the enemy.   We need to be recruiting and 
training others to join us in the fight.   

May prayer become a major point of our spiritual life and battle!!!  Please pray for El Camino, its leaders, and 
its congregation that we would grow closer to the Lord, learn to avoid the snares of the devil, be protected from the 
enemy’s attack, and grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus. 
 

In Christ, 
     Pastor Ron 
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Terry Dalrymple, with CHE Ministries will be speaking Sunday January 31 briefly in the service and in several electives.  We 
have an opportunity for a much more in depth presentation on Monday the 1st in Missionary Fellowship.  This will be a great 
time to learn more about Terry and CHE Network. 

We meet for missionary projects at 9:00 am and the presentation at 10:15 am followed by an  early potluck lunch at 11:30 am. 

"CHE Network is a community of individuals and organizations using the strategy of Community Health Evangelism (CHE) to 
bring people to faith in Jesus and life communities out of cycles of poverty and disease." 

The Torch  is a publication for the members and friends of El Camino Baptist Church, 
7777 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 85710. Phone: (520) 886-7770.  

Email: torch@elcaminochurch.org.  All submissions need to be received no later than 
5:00 pm on the date specified.  

March Newsletter  Deadline:  Monday,  February 15, 2016 
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Con't on page 5 

February Dates 
3rd, 10th, and 17th                 Good News Clubs 
3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th        High School Youth Group 
7th, 14th and 21st                    AWANA 
5th, 12th, 19th and 26th   Middle School Youth Group 
4th and 18th    {KID}hood Bible Study 
5th and 19th    Wildside Preteen Youth Group 
12th-14th    Outreach Discipleship Conference 

7 Essentials for Families Pursuing Faith Together  

While today’s churches are having stimulating conversations about    

family ministry, what it is and how to best serve the families in            

ever-changing landscape of today’s society, there is a “ministry to    

families” that is happening in the home as well. Family ministry begins in 

the home. How do parents and grandparents  portray the love and grace 

of Jesus to their children and grandchildren? How do married couples 

display commitment and service to one another in the “crazy days” of 

child-raising? How can children and teens catch a glimpse of the wonder 

of God’s redemptive narrative and find their part in it? 

Consider these seven essentials that can turn the routine duties of parenting into a life that has a spiritual,              

God-centered perspective: 

 

 1. Abandon the idea of perfect parenting. 
We need to start with ourselves: When we fail, we can simply ask for forgiveness. This models how our children 
should respond when they make mistakes. It’s important to also set realistic goals and communicate these to our 
family members. When we live an honest and authentic life before our children, this will nurture a compelling         
relationship with them in the future. 
 

2. Focus on the heart of your child—not just their behavior. 
We need to recognize that there is often something more below the surface of the misbehavior. We can be open to 
finding that out with God’s wisdom. And when handing out the discipline, we can maximize natural consequences 
(they have the greatest long-term impact), rather than using shame and guilt to motivate our children toward a     
certain behavior. Both of these motivators ultimately destroy the soul. 
 

3. Make God central to your lives and conversations. 
Worry is an energy zapper and not part of God’s plan for our lives.  It is critical to set aside time each day for a few 
minutes of quiet reflection in God’s Word and prayer. When a difficult situation arises, we can choose to ask, in 
prayer, for wisdom and strength before acting.  Use opportunities to ask your child, “how did you see God today?” 
This takes the focus off the “lower story” of life and allows each family member to see how God is central to 
the grand “upper story” of all He is accomplishing in the good and the bad. 
 

4. Talk with (not at) your child everyday. 
Looking our children in their eyes when speaking gives them great importance and value. When we listen with      
generosity to the things that are important to our children, we are building a trust relationship.  It is also important 
to be aware of what is not being said and to ask questions that will allow our children to share their hearts. In order 
to do these things effectively, we may need to take time each day away from the interruptions and distractions of 
media or technology. 
 
 
 

By Michelle Anthony,  

Kidzmatter Magazine, December 2015 

http://specials.truministry.com/grn-1/
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Family Ministries continued from page 4  

5. Be involved with like-minded parents. 
Getting involved in a local church gives our children a sense of belonging to a faith community with shared beliefs. 
We can also intentionally seek ways to meet neighbors with our same values to create play groups or outings. And 
we need not be afraid to take time for ourselves to have adult conversations, guilt-free! 
 

6. Bless your child with a strong sense of identity. 
Bless children with positive words when identifying them (Examples: “He is a good listener” rather than “He is shy.”  
“She is creative and  expressive” rather than “She’s not really into sports.”). This allows them to see their individual 
qualities as gifts from God, not burdens to hide or bury. 
 
We can tell our children stories of our family’s faith histories and heritage, while sharing our faith journeys-
potholes and all! 
 

7. Create opportunities for your child to serve others. 
A heart of service begins with allowing our children to be exposed to the needs in our community around us. We 
can help our children to determine his / her gifts and how he/she might put those into action for the sake of     
someone else.   While serving, young people often see the world as bigger than their small space of life. They begin 
to see the  storyline that God has been writing throughout all of history, and they are able to find their place in 
His redemptive narrative in order to come alongside of others to do the same.  
 
Start today to put these things into practice. At the end of the day, you may still feel exhausted as you drop into 
bed, but you will know that you have invested in what really matters most: passing on faith to your child, with a 
dependence on His Spirit. Ultimately this is a posture that honors God in our parenting and families. 
  

 

     
    June 6-10           Fine Arts Camp 
    June 20-24          Summer Science Spectacular 
    June 20, 22, 24           Preschool Summer Science Spectacular 
    June 27-July 2           High School Summer Camp in Durango,   
       Colorado 
    June 12-17           Elementary Grades 3-6 Summer Camp at   
       Prescott Pines Frontier Village 
    July 3-8  Middle School Summer Camp at Prescott   
       Pines Frontier Village 

http://specials.truministry.com/grn-1/
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Winston, Ted/Malia    (Belgium WorldVenture) 
Prayer Request: 
 We continue to meet with Ysaline and Stephanie doing Discovery Bible Studies. Ysaline has led the study and 

does a good job. Malia has met with Ysaline’s mom, who is an affirmed atheist and had good talks, but would 
appreciate prayers to do so on a more regular occurrence. 

 We continue to meet with two wonderful young professional gals, a doctor and a radio announcer, believers in 
their late 20’s. Prayers for them would be for believing life partners to appear on the horizon for both of them. 
There are few quality Christian men around in their age bracket. But God, who knows all things, can bring two 
great guys out of seemingly nowhere. Would you pray for them too?  

 Marriages seem to be crumbling left and right. Wanting to change that trend, we are planning a couple’s retreat 
for Spring. We have a good list of couples who have been married under ten years who are interested. Pray for 
the planning and logistics as well as pertinent themes. 

 
 

Statler, Alice   (Senegal, West Africa  WorldVenture) 
Highlights of December and Prayer Requests: 
 Esther, Marthe and I continued teaching our “Lois” ladies in Mbind Gan and Njooin this 

month. Their hunger for the Word of God is refreshing! We covered the topics of a Christian 
woman and her marriage. Then we taught on the Christian home and raising                  
Christfollowers. We had quite a reaction when we used an illustration showing how our 
words can affect our children. People are the same everywhere in that we often want to control others with our 
tongues. The         illustration was an image of a mother with a hand coming out of her mouth grabbing the head 
of her child. On the hand were written harsh words that have been used on children. We also read Ephesians 
4:29. Pray that they will be reminded daily of their actions. 

 

 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes were handed out a week before Christmas. They went around the       
neighborhood surrounding the church and invited people to sign their children up to receive a box. Then on 
Wednesday, December 16th, they received all the families into the courtyard of the church. The Christmas story 
was told, a game was played to reinforce the lesson and then the children received their boxes! The church is 
doing this in three other neighborhoods this season. We got a lot of positive feedback from parents.  

 

 Cultural sidenote: The children did not open their boxes there, they waited until they got home. It is considered 
more discreet to do it this way. Pray that these shoeboxes & contents will have an impact on each member in 
the household. 

 
 

PRAYING FOR OUR EL CAMINO MISSIONARIES 



 

 

                                         

 

 
Praises: for the improved health of my sister, Betty! You may remember that she was very ill last summer. She is making 

steady progress and recently we were able to get her an oxygen generator which is smaller and much more portable 
than what she was using. 

 

Big Announcement!!!!!! 
I turned 66! By this time next year, I will be retired. I will be returning to the U.S. in the Spring and begin visiting my 
supporting churches and individuals to say goodbye and thank you for more than 30 years of support. As you can 
imagine, this will be a huge transition for me. I have lived most of my adult life here in Senegal and the people here 
are as dear as family to me. I know the Lord’s work will continue and I have been working at turning my work over 
to Senegalese and my colleague, Laura Newkirk. Please pray that I can finish this task well. Thank you all for your 
prayers and support through so many years.  

 

This letter is from one of our El Camino supported Unreached People Group couples ministering in Southeast Asia. English is 
not their first language but we all appreciate the clear meaning of their words and the obvious  passion they have for the lost. 

Names have been altered to protect their identity.) 
 

Dear El Camino families. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas with a huge joyful from heavenly Father will pouring to all of you. we all here are in good condition.  
Praise God.  We realized that we can make all of these because of your supporting and pray. 

All a long this year we have hundreds contacts and from those contacts we catched 6 peoples who give good response and be ready 
to learn more about Isa Almasih [Jesus Christ]. However,  we still have some difficulties to invite their own family or their oikos, so 
please keep pray for them and us too. They are Nijab, Naima, Afsani, Joko, Aman, and Raisa. 

We thank God for Sukarni, the tribal girl who learning the Bible and always sharing the lessons with her group. Sukarni already      
become believer and be ready to be baptized. 

Since July in this year, we had mentoring and trained Aisha,  another tribal girl to reach out her own family and friends in her own 
tribe. so we have Naima,  her sister who wants to be changed as Aisha. 

We're making prayer mobilization among the local churches in Kendala since September and next year we will preparing DMM     
training in a local church (GBI Gereja Bethel Indonesia). 

Please pray for all of these plans. May God always be centered for glory and honour, all praise and worship for Him only! 

Thank you so much for your supports and being our faithfully partners. God bless you 

In His field, 

Job,  Joy,  Alby and Anton 
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The Power of Discipleship 
Outreach Conference 

February 12-14, 2016 
 

                                       Special Speaker – Bob Moffitt 

 

 

 

 

Bob Moffitt is president of the Harvest Foundation and co-founder of the Disciple Nations Alliance. For over thirty years  
he has developed and directed Christian organizations designed to encourage and enable Christians to demonstrate God's 
love, especially to broken people and their communities. He writes and teaches curricula designed to enable lay Christians  
to live out their faith in practical terms, particularly in the context of their local churches. He and his wife, Judy, live in  
Phoenix, Arizona. 
 

To register or for additional information, please visit our website at  
http://www.elcaminochurch.org/other-ministries/missions/power-of-discipleship/ 

or call Teri Ploski at 886-7770 ext. 15. 



 

 

627 N. Swan Rd 

Tucson, AZ  85711 

    Phone:  520-308-8990 

                       Hours:  Monday 1pm-7pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am-5pm 

 
 

           January has been a whirlwind month.  On January 4th I was delighted to share all that God is doing at Answers for Life       
Pregnancy Center with Missionary Fellowship at El Camino.  It is always a joy to speak to them and share a delicious lunch. 
          January 15th we were so very pleased to have our Benefit Concert with: Gretchen Miller, Maria Helena Ferraz, and Dennis Bourret 
for the beautiful music. Gretchen always tells interesting stories about the composers or musicians.  Thank you to all who were able to 
attend. 
         We were also privileged to attend a wedding for one of our clients.  She came needing clothing and diapers for her two small   
children.  Her boyfriend is the father of both children and they have been living together for five years.  They wanted to marry but were 
unable to afford the marriage license.  ($75.00)  We said we will pay for it.  In the meantime, Betty Schaeffer and I visited Pastor Toni at 
St. Paul’s Methodist Church and he offered to marry any of our clients.  Low and behold less than a week later our client came back 
unable to find a place to be married.   We were able to say, God has provided!  January 8th at 4pm the couple was married and four 
Answers for Life Volunteers were able to attend.  What a blessing for us and them! 
         As we look at what God has done this past year, we are in awe.  In 2014 we  had 577 client visits.  In 2015 our client visits were     

1,978 Spiritual discussions were 860 and 109 clients prayed to receive Christ.  God is good all the time and all the time God is good!   

Those of you who have prayed for us and contributed to us have a share in this blessing.   Thank you for your support. 

We are having a volunteer training for those who would like to pour life into clients by loving them and sharing Jesus  
with them.  The training is free. 

Monday, February 8th & Thursday, February 11th   5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
Saturday, February 13th   9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Monday, February 15th & Thursday, February 18th   5:30pm to 8:30pm 

Ruth Applegate 
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New men's studies began January 11.  These studies will continue through March 28.  Then a two week break with the next study           
beginning April 18. 
 
Men, it's never too late to come to ANY of these studies.  Your life experiences are valuable in helping other men grow in their desire to be 
the men God has created them to be. 
 
Come, help us grow together! 
 
Gary Cumberledge 

Crossroads 
For College and Young Singles 

  

Dinner is at 6:00pm, Bible Study is at 7:00pm 
In the Crossroads Room 

 
Please contact Hoss Hughes at 886-7770 ext. 16 for additional information. 

  


